Earth Ministry Meeting Minutes - January 13, 2011

In attendance: Dennis Briley, Deb Cleary, Kurt Gaetano, Julie Ann Gaetano, Calvin Gander, Jerry Strom

 
1) Chalice Lighting – Dennis

2) Minute Taker – Deb

3) Enact/Steps to Greener Living – Jerry is coordinating two groups. One will meet at UUCW starting 1/25/11 and the the other will meet at Retzer starting 1/18/11. Both groups will meet every other week from 7-8:30pm.

4) Natural Step Program – Group will meet at UUCW on Feb. 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th from 7-8:30pm. Interested people can register online at: www.waukeshacountygreenteam.org or email info@waukeshacountygreenteam.org

Bob Moulthon (from the Green Team) and Dennis had a table during coffee hour on January 9th. There will continue to be an informational table during coffee hour the next three Sundays. 

1/16 – Calvin & Dennis

1/23 – Kurt & Dennis

1/30 – Kurt (between services?) Need a volunteer for after 2nd service
5) Sierra Meeting – No update

6) Book Table at Coffee hour – No update

7) Campus Committee – EM received a proposal regarding a switch from paper towels in church bathrooms to air dryers. Dennis’ research showed that the dryers may be a better option. The discussion would be opened up to the EM email list for more insight.
8) Committee Leadership – The shared responsibility of leader for each meeting has been going well. Dennis will send an email to request that individuals volunteer to lead at future meetings

9) Endowment Fund – They are accepting proposals. Dennis asked for ideas. Jerry suggested purchasing 10 copies of ENACT for the library/congregation. Jerry will write and submit the proposal.

10) Coffee Hour – Committees are taking turns preparing and serving coffee. The EM members said that they would be interested in doing this. Dennis will check what dates are available. He will then send an email to the EM committee to see who would be available on those dates.

11) Canvas Drive – Takes place the end of March. Typically they ask committees to perform a skit. They are looking for ideas. Last year EMers performed “Bare Necessities.”
12) Earth Friendly Maintenance of Church Property – 

What we do each year: Garlic Mustard removal – Dennis will advertise and organize

New Ideas: 

Buckthorn removal – Calvin, Jerry and Kurt will organize

General weeding/clean up of invasive species – need volunteer
Planting perennial vegetables – need to evaluate possibility of this

Planting Fruit bearing trees – Food and Environ. Justice Committee is looking into this

13) Food Preservation classes – Deb will check with Food and Environ. Justice.

14) Upcoming annual events that we need to start planning:

River Clean-up – Pete organized this last year. Will he organize again this year?

Earth Day – Informational table at coffee hours regarding what EM has done & will be doing.

15) Food and Environmental Justice – January theme is Food & Poverty. They did not have a volunteer to coordinate the event on January 30th. Will they try again later in the year?

16) Next meeting will be February 10th at 6:30pm.  A volunteer for Chalice Reading is needed. Pete will lead the meeting.

