APPLICATION TO BECOME A PEACE ADVOCACY CONGREGATION

Submitted to: UU Peace Ministry Network

FROM: UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH WEST,
13001 W. North Ave
Brookfield, WI 53001
262 -782-3535
WWW.UUCW.0rg
Minister: Rev. Suzelle Lynch
Board President: Caryl Sewell

Prepared by: Ann Heidkamp,
Co-chair, Global Justice & Peace Task Force
Social Action Council
414-771-8099

heidkama@wi.rr.com

November 15, 2010



Background:

Unitarian Universalist Church West (UUCW) is an almost 500 member conigregat
suburban community at the center of the Milwaukee metropolitan area. We sigihéheeity
of Milwaukee with typical large urban area problems and liberal politiaaihgs and its middle
class and upscale suburbs with a more conservative political bent.

UUCW has been involved in various peace related activities throughout its 48 yesay. hist
However for purposes of this application we are focusing on our consistent, orgarored eff
against war and towards peace that began in March, 2003 with a "Statement ofri€enscie
Regarding the War in Iraq” passed at a congregational meeting and contiowegh thiay, 2010
when we formally adopted a congregational Peacemaking Pledge at our anetiral.mehe
Peacemaking Pledge was an outcome of a Sept, 2009 - June, 2010 church wide social action
theme on "Creating Peace."”

During this seven year time period, we engaged in numerous activitiesooradiffthe
categories identified for the Peace Advocacy Congregation designation.ppldcaigon will
only highlight several activities in each category, focusing on ones in therecerg years.
Attached are a variety of documents which provide more detail on many of thegesc

In the spirit of its Peacemaking Pledge, UUCW will continue its missioreatiog peace
through worship, music, educational programs, legislative action, public demonstrations
financial giving. We have an established Global Justice and Peace TeslkaEart of our
Social Action Council to spearhead this work.

The Beginning: March 2, 2003 - Statement of Conscience Regarding War with Iraq
From a report on the congregational meeting of 3-2-2003, called by a petition of reembe

"At a congregational meeting, held on March 2, 2088mbers of Unitarian Universalist Church Westdd a
statement of conscience regarding war with Iraghere was much discussion and multiple pointsefwere
expressed. There was strong sentiment to take lec stdond, while continuing to honor those who hdidergent
viewpoints on this complex issue. The congregatinains committed to respecting diversity of belibile taking
a position for peace. A second resolution authdriagblic demonstration of this position. The boapgointed a
working group to determine ways to share the statgmf conscience with the larger community. Thekiva
group, composed of Hanneke Deeken, Kathy EngelGhnber, Kathy Lake and Ken Luepke submitted such a
proposal to the board on March16, 2003." (Thédéthe adopted statement is attached as Appdddix

This statement resulted in immediate actions such as letters to locaklpensand congress
people regarding the congregation's opposition to unilateral action by the U.&rofsregwar
with Iraq and urging work within the U.N. process to seek a peaceful resolutiongpdda
permanent "Help Create Peace" addition to our church sign (see cover photo)tiaippan

in local anti-war rallies, vigils, and demonstrations before and aftenviasion of Irag. All
continuing anti-war and peacemaking activities at UUCW grew out of thésystat and the
working group set-up to implement it. Over time, the working group became the Glob=d Just
and Peace Task force which is part of the UUCW Social Action Council.



Overview of Peace Related Activities, 2003 - 2010

- Annual Peace Conferences at UUCW around the anniversary of the Irag War from 2004
2009, co-sponsored with a variety of local peace action groups. (Appendix E - program
flyer for each year)
Sponsored our own and participated in community International Day of Peace activitie
on Sept. 21st from 2004 - 2010
Participation by members throughout the years in local peace rallies and ttatimms
Worship Services on peace themes throughout all of the years lead by both tkex minis
and invited pulpit guests
Adult and children's religious education programs on interpersonal conftiitres
skills and global peace topics
Small group ministry "UUnity Circles" around the topic of peace in seveeabky
Participation in national and Wisconsin legislative actions related to peace.
Discussion of UUA Peacemaking Statement of Conscience drafts
Development of UUCW Peacemaking Pledge during 2009-10 church year.
"Creating Peace" as the church wide social action theme for 2009-10 churehitlesar
full year of coordinated peace related activities for all ages in all lehuograms -
worship, education, music, outreach, and social action.

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES IN EACH PEACE
CATEGORY FOR PEACE ADVOCACY CONGREGATION

International Peace Category:
A. UUCW Statement of Conscience Regarding War with Irag, March, 2003. (Appendix D)

B. Annual Peace Conferences at UUCW from 2004 through 2009 in late March or earin April
conjunction with anniversary of Iraqg War. ( See Appendix E for program flyer ¢bryezar)

- Cosponsored with local peace group Candlelight Coalition, and a variety of other
religious and community peace groups including Catholics for Peace and,Jstice
Action WI, and WI Network for Justice and Peace.

Annual attendance between 120 and 175 people.

Several years the conference was accompanied by public action or detimmstiring
Home the Troops, Bring Home the Dollars" banner planted on church property, April
2007 and displayed throughout the month.

Received local media attention before and after conference most years.

Attached list of program flyers with topics/speakers/workshops/co-sponsors.

C. Peace Demonstrations:
Sponsored our own demonstrations several times at busy corner near largest local
shopping mall which is also near UUCW in 2003/2004.
Encouraged local peace groups Peace Action WI and Candlelight Coalitions to hold
demonstrations at prominent intersections near church and promoted church member
attendance. Promoted church member attendance at large anti-war datoosstr
Milwaukee and Chicago from 2003 onwards.



D. Dedication of Peace Pole outside on church property on Mother's Day, 2010. Received local
media coverage.

E. Building Houses in Nicaragua
UUCW has sent "brigades" to Nicaragua every two years since 2004 to help buéd hous
in poor communities with an organization called "Bridges to Community."
Over 140 youth and adults members and friends of the church have participated in 7
brigades in 2004, 2006, 2008, and 2010.
The Bridges program involves interaction with the Nicaraguan community anchiga
about the causes of their poverty and how the US impacts their situation.
After each brigade experience, participants put on a worship service. Nov. 2009 service
was "Creating Peace by Building Bridges."
Participants in the Brigades have brought their new understanding of soata! gunst
commitment to building a better world to their participation at UUCW and in the
Milwaukee community

F. Support for Witness Against War Walk from Chicago to Republican National Convention in
St. Paul in July, 2009.

Sponsored by Voices for Creative Non-Violence in Chicago.
Hosted 25 walkers at the church providing potluck supper and home hospitality.
Arranged public program “Reflections on the Costs of War and Human Rights.”
focusing on plight of refugees from the Iraq war with whom several of the wdiker
worked.
Church members participated in walk through local area
Received local media attention. (See Appendix F for full article)

G. UUCW Minister Rev. Suzelle Lynch lead reflections for the Interfatthf€ence of Greater
Milwaukee's Peace and International Issues Committee lectureiséviasch of 2008 -- the
theme of the series and her reflections was "Moving Toward a Just and Peackfil W

H. Participation in local 4th of July Parades with Peace Banners
In 2003 and 2004, members marched in Brookfield and Wauwatosa parades as UUCW
with our "Help Create Peace" banners among others representing UU values
In 2005 - 2009, church members carried "Help Create Peace" banners in Wauwatosa
parade as part of the Candlelight Coalition local peace group contingent.

I. Member since 1998 of Peace Action WI, Milwaukee based organization of individuals and
groups supporting a wide variety of international and local peace efforts.

Domestic and Congregational Peace Category

A. UUA Peacemaking Statement of Conscience
Unity Circle on Peacemaking using draft Peacemaking SOC and resoornesdbsite
as basis for discussion, 2008-2009
After services discussion of draft and submission of suggested revisions, Jan. 2009
Review of SOC as part of drafting our UUCW Peacemaking Pledge, Fall, 2009
Church members attended conference at Meadville-Lombard in Dec. 2009.



B. UUCW Peacemaking Pledge
- Part of 2009-10 "Creating Peace" social action theme activities.

Formed committee, fall 2009; reviewed UUA draft Statement of Conscience on
Peacemaking and Peacemaking Pledges from other UU churches.
Conducted survey of church members on attitudes/beliefs about war/peace/noceviole
and role of peacemaking in church mission in Jan. 2010. 120 members responded.
Results showed strong support for peacemaking efforts as a mission of the church.
Results incorporated into Peace Pledge. (See Appendix C for list of questions &
responses)
Collected comments on draft statement in March/April 2010
Final draft presented for discussion & vote at May 23, 2010 Annual Congregational
Meeting; passed overwhelmingly. (See Appendix B)

C. UUCW Annual Social Action Theme "Creating Peace" from July 2009 - June 2010
- Ayear long church wide focus on peace with worship services for both adults and
children, adult education programs, intergenerational peace activities, themssticles,
and legislative actions. (See Appendix A for full list of activities).
Involved development of our UUCW Peacemaking Pledge
Included planting of our Peace Pole outside on Mother's Day

E. Adult Enrichment Programs
Dances of Universal Peace - monthly program since 2000; open to public, 10 - 15
attendees per month.
Non-violent Communications Training - March, 2006; 2 day intensive training program
presented by trainers certified by Non-Violent Communications Center, ROedte
Compassion within Conflict: A Peaceful Perspective - Fall, 2009, 1 morning, 15
attendees
Building Family Harmony: Keeping Together in Times that Tear UgstApall, 2009, 1
morning, 15 attendees
"Common Shock" book discussion group - Spring, 2010, 3 sessions, book focuses on the
effects of violence on us directly and indirectly and how to transform experience of
violence from passivity to empowerment. 8 attendees.

F. Children/Intergenerational Programs
"Project Peace" - Spring, 2010, 10 week children’'s music/drama experiegcanpr
which culminated in a musical production "Project Peace" for the Mother's gy, M
2010 worship services. 12 participants
"Beads for Life" - April, 2010, focus on world-wide poverty and how it affects peace
among nations. Program based on women in Uganda who have lifted themselves out of
poverty by making beads from recycled paper materials. 18 adults, 14 childrenesttende
"Hunger Banquet" - January, 2010, used Oxfam USA material to run a program focusing
on world hunger and how it creates the conditions for violence. Participants given a role
upon entering of high, middle, or low income individual based on world population and
are given a meal consistent with that income. Discussion focuses on the cyst@ses
of hunger and what we can do about it. 25 adult, 20 children/youth attendees.
Peace Pizzas - April, 2009; multi-grade religious education program focusingjamsvi
of a peaceful world. Children made "peace pizzas" illustrating their thoughes
"pizzas" were displayed at the 2009 Peace Conference.



"I Have A Dream: Songs of Peace and Harmony" - Spring, 2008 children's music
experience which culminated in a performance at worship services on June 1, 2008. 15
participants.

G. Selection of Peace Related Groups to Receive "Split the Plate” funds
UUCW began a "Split the Plate" program in early 2009 in which half of all nongledg
contributions in each month go to a selected local community group.
Results in donations of about $1000 to each group.
Selected group speaks in worship service for 3 - 5 minutes on first Sunday of théir mont
and has an information table afterwards.
A number of peace related groups were selected and spoke, including Sojourner Family
Peace Center (domestic abuse) , Peace Action Wisconsin (peace actian),d2eaing
Center (teaching conflict resolution skills to children), WI Anti-Violead®ort (reducing
gun violence)

Lobbying & Activism Category

A. Campaign for city of Wauwatosa "Withdraw the Troops Home from Iraq" Resio)i006

Resolution effort spearheaded by Candlelight Coalition, local peace aatign gr

Needed sufficient signatures in 60 days on a petition to place item on balloteffiirst

for April 2006 election unsuccessful; second effort for Nov. 2006 election successful.
About half of church members live in Wauwatosa and members helped with door to door
signature collection and manning a signature table at local library duihgfiorts.

Church members distributed supporting literature door to door before Nov. election.
Resolution passed by a narrow margin 23 of the 25 city wards, even the most
conservative ones.

B. Campaign for "Bring the National Guard Home" law in Wisconsin, 2008 - present

Effort spearheaded by WI Network for Justice and Peace to pass a sttitatlaxwuld
allow the governor to withhold participation of WI National Guard in international
conflicts if the conflict is not properly endorsed by congress.

Bill currently in state assembly.

UUCW effort to support legislation through newsletter articles explaihiegssue and
collection of signatures on postcards to state representatives afteeseiuring 2009
and 2010.

C. Campaign for legislation requiring background checks on all firearm traumsféd/isconsin

Effort spearheaded by WAVE, Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort. WAVE focuses on
reducing gun violence, injuries, and death.

Collection of signatures on postcards to state legislators encouraging intoaidhis
legislation after church services in fall, 2009.

February, 2010 month long display in UUCW community room of WAVE exhibit of T-
Shirts commemorating victims of gun violence and other art/statements byofgmcei
victims.



Military Support Category

A. Worshlp Service, Memorial Day, 2008
Based on poem "The Young Dead Soldiers Do Not Speak" by Archibald MacLeish
Service description: "Today, honoring Memorial Day, we consider those who lealve di
while serving in our nation's armed forces. We consider what sort of remembeglrtg mi
make the lives they lost stand "for peace and a new hope" in the poet's words.
Included recognition of those who had or do serve in the armed forces.

B. "War's Unseen Wounds: The Impact on Psyche and Soul" - April, 2009
- Keynote address at 2009 Peace Conference
Presented by Philip Chard, Psychotherapist and columnist for the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel. Focused on the psychological and spiritual wounds that war inflicts on
individuals, especially those serving in the military and pathways to réiedioci and
healing.

"Helplng Returning Vets End Their War: Dealing with Post Traumates$St
Workshop at 2008 Peace Conference
Presented by Mike Duffey, Marquette University Theology Professor
Focused on the role that community and congregations can play in helping returging vet
reintegrate into society
Mike has spearheaded local efforts to educate the helping community - so&eisyor
counselors, nurses, doctors, including those with the Veteran's Administration - to
recognize the particular traumas of the Iraq veteran community.

D. "Healing Actions: Our Vets, Ourselves”

Workshop at 2007 Peace Conference. Presented by Mike Duffey, Marquette Universit
Theology Professor and a WW Il Veteran active in helping current vets.
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APPENDICES

. "Creating Peace,” 2009-2010 Social Action Theme Calendar of Activities
UUCW Peacemaking Pledge, adopted 5-23-2010

Results of Congregational Survey on Peace, January, 2010, incorporated into Pegcemakin
Pledge and demonstrating congregational support for peace mission.

UUCW Statement of Conscience regarding War with Iraq, March 2, 2003

Flyers for UUCW Peace Conferences, 2004-2009

F. July, 2008 Brookfield NOW newspaper online article about UUCW hosting watkers f

Witness Against War Walk to Republican National Convention and holding a public program
on Irag War victims.



APPENDIX A

Creating Peace -- UUCW'’s Social Action Theme for 20 09-2010

UUCW has adopted “Creating Peace” as our Social Action Theme for this year. You are invited
to join the Task Force that is coordinating our efforts. Please contact Becky Steffes (262) 542-
7151 or bsteffes@wi.rr.com to help, or for more information.

Watch the weekly Announcements and West Wind newsletter for details on each of these items
and additional activities that will be added throughout the year.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Crafting a UUCW Peacemaking Pledge begins October, 2009

Letter-writing on legislative issues related to peace — Sunday mornings throughout the year.
Visit the Social Action Table after services.

West Wind “Creating Peace” feature s — news of upcoming events and inspiration.

UUnity Circle small group on “Peacemaking ;” Tuesday evenings, begins early October.

SEPTEMBER 2009

Ingathering Sunday, September 13, --9:15 and 11:00 a.m. "Peace in Oneself, Peace in the
World" - See the Social Action Table after the service today to learn more about Creating Peace
Activities, and to get involved.

Million Minutes for Peace Campaign in observance of the U.N. International Day of Peace.
Pledge a minute of silence to pray for peace on Sept 21 at noon. Your name will appear in the
Peace Pledge book to be presented at the United Nations on Sept. 21. http://www.odysseynetworks.org/

International Day of Peace Observance at UUCW, Sund ay, September 20, -- 9:15 and 11:00
a.m. — Hear the story of 10,000 Cranes & learn to fold an origami paper crane

Drum Circle for Peace September 20, 4 -5 p.m., corner of 76th & Harwood in Wauwatosa.
With Candlelight Coalition, community peace action group.

UUCW Peace Vespers, International Day of Peace, Mon , September 21, 6:30 p.m. — Peace
Pole Pilgrimage of the Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee comes to UUCW

Children's Chapel - Sun Sept. 26, "Old Turtle and the Broken Truth" story and discussion
about peace, including dance and song.

OCTOBER 2009

Social Action Film, Friday, October 9 , 7:00 p.m. -- “Rethink Afghanistan” — documentary
about the war in Afghanistan. Open to public.

Third Tuesday Tea, 7pm - Compassion Withing Conflic  t: A Peaceful Perspective -  Adult
Enrichment Program

UUCW Peacemaking Pledge Development Process begins

NOVEMBER 2009
UUSC Guest at Your Table 2009 , Sun., Nov 8,2009 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.

Third Tuesday Tea, 7pm - Building Family Harmony: Keeping Together in Times that
Tear Us Apart . Adult Enrichment Program

School of the Americas Action and Vigil — Fort Benning, GA -- November 20-22, 2009; join
the group from Milwaukee who will be attending this event or take part in local activities



DECEMBER 2009

Amnesty International letter-writing potluck supper at UUCW, December 6, 6:30 p.m. Co-
sponsored by UUCW with the Candlelight Coalition. Open to the public.

JANUARY 2010

Congregational Survey on Peace -  opportunity for members and friends to respond to a 10
guestion survey about your attitudes toward various aspects of peace and how the church
should be involved in peacemaking work. Complete survey after services or online. Results will
be reflected in UUCW Peacemaking Pledge.

Hunger Banquet, Sunday, January 24, 12:30 p.m - an intergenerational experiential program
to experience how economic inequality can lead to conflict and what we can do about it.

UUCW Peacemaking Pledge first draft presented for =~ comment — Sun, January 31

FEBRUARY 2010

Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort Educational Fund (WA VE) Antiviolence Month — UUCW
Community Room educational display. WAVE is Wisconsin's statewide grassroots
organization solely dedicated to reducing gun violence, injuries and deaths.

“Common Shock: Witnessing Violence Every Day — How We Are Harmed, How We Can
Heal,” Discussion Group, Wednesdays, Feb 3, 10, 17, 7-8: 30pm - led by Jim Gerber. This
group will use the above book by Kaethe Weingarten

Adult Enrichment Film, Tuesday, February 20, 7:00  p.m. - “Educating Rita”

MARCH 2010

Local demonstrations around 7th anniversary of Iraq War

APRIL 2010
UUCW Peacemaking Pledge 2nd draft presented for com  ments — Sun, April 11 and 18

"Beads for Life", Sat. Apr. 17, 9 - 11am - intergenerational activity; learn how to make beads
from recycled paper while learning how Ugandan women did this to make a living and create
peace in their war torn country.

MAY 2010

Mother’s Day for Peace, Sunday, May 9, 2010 -- 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. with Children's Music
Experience Program "Project Peace" and Planting Our UUCW Peace Pole outside, after 2nd
service

UUCW Peacemaking Pledge at the Annual Meeting, Sund ay, May 23, 2010 12:45 p.m.
Discussion and voting on adoption.



APPENDIX B

UUCW Peace Pledge
(adopted at the Annual Meeting, 5-23-2010)

As a reflection of our core values, we the members of Unitarian Universalist Church West will
strive to build a culture of peace and justice within ourselves, our families, church,

neighborhoods, nation and the global community.

Inner Peacemaking
We pledge to provide a safe place for individuals to come to peace within themselves, thereby

gaining the freedom to act with love and compassion towards others.

Inter-Personal Peacemaking
We pledge to provide opportunities to learn and practice respectful and non-violent approaches

to conflict resolution within our families, congregation, and community.

Societal Peacemaking
We pledge to address obstacles to peace in society by challenging practices that create
violence and oppression. We will work with other organizations and government to address

inequities and treat all with dignity and respect.

Global Peacemaking

We pledge, as members of the world-wide community, to work to prevent war and genocide.
We call on world leaders to promote peaceful, long-term solutions to international conflicts. We
will support organizations that provide comfort and security to those whose lives have been

disrupted by war.

WE, THE MEMBERS OF UUCW, COVENANT TO PRACTICE PEACE AT ALL LEVELS OF

HUMAN INTERACTION.



APPENDIX C

Results of UUCW Congregational Survey on Peace: Fe bruary, 2010
120 Total Respondents

UUCW as a congregation should take public stands on local and national

issues that violate the principle of peace and justice for all after following

a democratic process that provides for open discussien and voting by the
congregation.

B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agree

choose one B Strongly agree

| believe that the use of violence or force is acceptable:-(check
all that apply)

120

100 N 4 Never

E) in personal self-defense
B or defense of someone
unable to defend th...

) to stop genocide or
a0 B other large scale atrocity
if other non-viclen...

O) in retzliation for an
B sttack on our country or
a declaration of wa...

E) to prevent or
B pre-empt 2 possible
attack on our country

F) to aid allies
W | ho zre sttacked

G) when the international
B community is unable to
resolve a conflict p...

B F) in other situations

20

check all that apply



| believe that war is inconsistent with the theclogical principles and
religious values of Unitarian Universalism with the exception of self-

defense and the use of force for humanitarian purposes.

20

20

10

Choose one

Pacifism is the only moral answer to war and violence.

B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agree
B Strongly agree

B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agres
B Strongly agree

choose one



A nation should have only enough arms and armed forces to defend

itself from hostile attacks.
60
40
B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagres
I Moderately agree
B Strongly agree
20
o 1
choose one
UUCW should teach non-violent conflict resolution.
100
80
60 B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agres
B Strongly agree
40
20
4] 1

choose one



Peace among nations starts at a personal level.

100

30

60 I Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
N Moderately agree
B Strongly agree

40

20

0 1

choose one

Peace begins with our personal relationships in which differences
are resolved with love and integrity.

100

30

60 B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agree
Il Strongly agree

40

20

0 1

chose one



A culture of peace is a culture that confronts social injustice.

100

20

100

20

choose one

A commitment to peace needs to be an important aspect to the

mission of UCCW.

B Strongly disagree
B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agree
B Strongly agree

B Strongly disagree

B Moderately disagree
B Moderately agres
B Strongly agree

choose one



APPENDIX D

A Statement of Conscience Regarding War with Iraq
UUCW, March 2, 2003

Unitarian Universalist Church West of Brookfield, Wisconsin in a majgrivote at a
congregational meeting, joins its voice with the many religious and $&carganizations
throughout the world opposed to a war with Iraqg. Our faith values the inherentt, dignity,
and civil liberties of all people and we are unwilling to forsake these valuésouit clear and
compelling evidence that doing so would be for the greater good of all humanity. Detygite
egregious behavior of the current Iraqgi regime and its potential for futureaaities, we do not
believe a unilateral preemptive attack is necessary or justifiable. We caRm@sident Bush
and our Congressional leaders to consider alternate solutions to the cusguaation and to
resist the temptations of the unilateral use of military force, and workhivi the UN process.

Unleashing unilateral preemptive attack against Iraq may:

Set a dangerous precedent for other nations to launch

preemptive wars.

Bring death and destruction to innocent Iraqi citizens and take

the lives of many of our sons and daughters.

Incur enormous cost at the expense of the already unmet needs

of the poor, the underfed and the undereducated in our country.
Destabilize the entire Middle East, foster enmity for the United
States throughout the region and the world, and increase the
likelihood of a terrorist backlash against our country and our
allies.

We take this position solely to promote peaceful resolution of internationti¢knces.

Nothing in this statement denies that the Iragi government and leadersuamgemocratic,
oppressive, despotic and corrupt. We further recognize that the governmena@fand its
leaders have committed unspeakable acts of oppression, aggression, and brutality atminst i
own people, as well as its neighbors, by using prohibited weapons of mass destrucgon. W
further urge President Bush, leaders of Congress and the United Nationsten to the words
of religious leaders and pursue a peaceful, non-violent international resoluto this crisis.



APPENDIX E

Sunday, April 19, 2009  2:00 - 5:30 pm
Unitarian Universalist Chureh West
13001 W. North Ave., Brookfield

e A

2:00 pm- "War's Unseen Wounds: The Impact on Psyche and Soul"
Philip Chard, Psychotherapist and Writer of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel "Out of My Mind"
column will speak about the psychological and spiritual wounds that war inflicts on individuals

and our collective psyche and culture. Pathways to reconciliation and healing will also be explored

through presentation and small group interaction.

3:30 pm- "The Science of Preparing the Ground for Peace"

Robert Ricigliano, Director of the Institute of World Affairs and the Peace Studies program at
UW-Milwaukee will present a methodology for building sustainable peace with references to specific
hotspots such as Afghanistan, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

4:15 pm- "Local Models for Peace Building: Change Circles and Common Ground"
Cindy Muhar, Family Living Educator, UW-Extension Milwaukee, will present Change Circles as a

model for empowering small groups of individuals to act for change.

Pastor Bobby Sinclair, Mount Hermon Baptist Church and Common Ground Representative,

will discuss a community organizing model for creating change.

5:10 pm- Closing Ritual - Planting Seeds of Peace
1

Child Care Available
For more information: info@candlelighteoalition.org or eall Mike at: (414) 476-0112

MAJOR SPONSORS:
CANDLELIGHT COALITION, CATHOLICS FOR PEACE & JUSTICE, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH WEST
Co-Sponsors:

First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee, Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church Social Action Comm., Marquette Center for
Peace Making, Milw. Citizens for Global Solutions, Milw. Friends Meeting, Our Lady of Lourdes Social Justice Committee,
Peace Action Wisconsin, Peace Studies Program at UWM, Underwood Baptist Church, Unitarian Church North Social Justice Comm.,
United Nations Assn. - Wisc. Div., UW-Waukesha Students for Peace, Voces de la Frontera, Wisc. Network for Peace & Justice
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Peace Conference

Facing the Costs of War

Tipping the Balance for Peace
Saturday March 31, 2007
1:00 p.m
Unitarian Universalist Church West
13001 W. North Ave., Brookfield

1:00 pm Featured Speaker

The Global War On Terror: Who Wins, Who Loses?
G. Simon Harak, S. J.

Co-founder of Voices in the Wilderness and former anti-militarism coordinatiotive \War
Resisters League, Fr. Harak is widely known for his opposition to the wagimmd for his
thoughtful analyses of the costs and consequences of U. S. military action in the Mstdle E

1:45 Panel Discussior Costs of the Iraqg Wat
Jason Moon, Veteran of the Irag War
Lynne Woehrle, Associate Professor of Sociologylatint Mary College
Salah Bassiouni, Professor of Anthropology and &@ogy at UW-Waukesha
3:00 Discussion Groups

Healing Actions: Our Vets, Ourselves,Jason Moon and Mike Duffey, Associate Professor of
Theology at Marquette University, facilitators

Next Steps for the Peace MovemenMark Peters of Catholics for Peace and Justide an
Steve Burns from Wisconsin Network for Peace arsticky facilitators

Re-balancing Our International Relations,Salah Bassiouni, facilitator
Regaining America’s Moral Authority, Simon Harak, facilitator

4:00 Welghlng in for Peace: A Ritual and Public Action
Led by Rev. Suzelle Lynch of Unitarian Universalist Church West

5:00 Light refreshments, Informal discussion, Social networking

For Information Contact:
www.candlelightcoalition.orgor e-mailconf@candlelightcoalition.org
Call 414-476-0112
Pre-register for child care:Call 414 476-0112. Suggested donation is $3.00 per child.

Conference Sponsors

Candlelight Coalition Unitarian Universalist Church West
Catholics for Peace and Justice Faith Community for Worker Jite
Sisters of St. Dominic, Racine Students for Pedd®V-Waukesha)

Co-Sponsors. Catholic Worker of Waukesha, Grassroots of Waukesha County (GROW), House

of Peace, Peace Action Wisconsin, Peace Studies Program at UW-M, Plo@shere Underwood
Memorial Baptist Church, Social Action Committee of Unitarian Church Nortecvisin Network
for Peace & Justice
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Keynote Address
2:00 p.m. at the Church

With George Martin,
Program Director for Peace

Ending War, Building Peace

Peace Conference and Vigil
Saturday March 20, 2004

Action Wisconsin, recently
returned from Irag.

Candlelight Peace Vigil

7:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Wauwatosa Ave & North Ave
Please bring your own candle.

Session 1 from 3:00 to 3:30

1.

"Why the Media Cave When War Threatens"
Dave Berkman retired UWM journalism professor, and
Media ColumnistShepherd Express

"Is There Such a Thing as a Just War?”
Dr. Michael Duffey, Associate Professor of Theology,
Marquette University

"A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing: The Patriot Act altsl
International Impact"
Atty. Joan Kessler, Foley & Lardner

"Building Peace Among Diverse Faith Traditions"
Senior Minister Mary Ann Neevel, Plymouth United
Church of Christ, Milwaukee

"Moving Toward Peace Through Sustainable Living"
Amy Taivalkoski, UUCW Green Sanctuary Committee

Session 2 from 3:45 to 4:15

5.

"Non-Violence in the Face of Terrorism"
Dan Di Domizio, Professor of Religious Studies, Cardinal
Stritch University

"Turning Out the Peace Vote - How Women Can Change
the Direction of the Country"
Margarita Dusek, Women's Voices. Women Vote.

"Is There a Terrorist Training Camp in Our Own
Backyard?"

Joyce Ellwanger local peace activist, School of the
Americas Prisoner of Conscience, 2003

"The Death Penalty: Violence and Morality"
Milwaukee County District Attornef. Michael McCann

"Are You Ready for the Draft?"
Reverend Fred Surrett, Bethany-Calvary United
Methodist and member of the local draft board.

Conference, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at
Unitarian Universalist Church West
13001 W. North Ave., Brookfield
Peace Vigil, 7:00 p.m. at the corner of
Wauwatosa Avenue and W. North Avenue

Free Workshops
3:00-5:00 pm.at the Church

Three sessions of workshops
available.

Supper
5:15 to 6:15 p.m. at the Church

A light supper of soup, bread, and
salad, plus beverage, will be availe
after the workshops, before we leave
for the candlelight vigil.

Session 3 from 4:30 to 5:00

1. “Principles of Non-Violence"
Joyce Ellwanger local peace activist, School of the
Americas Prisoner of Conscience, 2003

2. "Peace Begins Within: Meditation & Prayer"
F. Noor Jawad BSNH, CHt Transformational Life-Skills
Development Coach and Hypnotherapist

3. "A Critique of the War on Terrorism"
Robert Ricigliano, Director, Institute of World Affairs
and Peace Studies Program, UWM

4. "The United Nation's Relevance to Preventing War,
Building Peace"
Sam Romang UNA-USA, Wisconsin Division President

Information: We will have a Peace Education Resources
table with handouts available. Ideas welcome.

Child Care: -Qualified parish youth will provide child care
during the conference. Various activities willdeilable.
Suggested donation is $3.00 per child.

Contact: Call (414) 476-4795 oe-mail us at
info@candlelightcoalition.org

Co-sponsored by
CANDLELIGHT COALITION
and the

Social Action Committee of
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH WES
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Brookfield NOW, Posted Thursday 7/24/08

BrookfieldNOW.com

Walkers protesting war bring message to Brookfield church

About a dozen urge end to U.S. conflicts

By ALAN HAMARI ahamari@cninow.comPosted: July 23, 2008

A walking protest against the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan made a quick stop ini@tké
week.

About a dozen members of Witness Against War 2008, a 450-mile journey from Chicago to St.
Paul, Minn., trekked through Waukesha County on July 21 and 22, carrying banners and signs
urging an end to U.S. conflicts in the Middle East.

Witness Against War is a project of Voices for Creative Nonviolence, a @Chizzged group
started in 2005 that promotes active nonviolent resistance to America’s wars. |Kistanad in
Chicago on July 12 and will finish Aug. 31 in St. Paul ahead of the Republican National
Convention, which starts Sept. 1.

Walkers share experiences

Walkers travel about 12 miles a day, stopping to hold “action days” filled withstigms and
presentations about why the U.S. should withdraw troops from Iraq and Afghanistanasaid D
Pearson, a co-coordinator with the Coalition for Creative Nonviolence.

Pearson said the group holds Republicans and Democrats alike responsible for amdging
continuing to finance the war in Iraqg.”

Many of the walkers have personal experience working or serving in Iragrking with Iraqi
refugees, said Pearson, who spent time living among Iraqi refugees inn301avi.

“We come bearing witness to the ugliness of war,” he said.

Church invites group to stop

The group’s stay in Brookfield included a presentation and question-and-answer session at
Unitarian Universalist Church West on Monday night. Speakers included Paul Melling, a
member of Iraq Veterans Against the War, and Helene Hedberg, a residemdeinSmho

works with Iragi immigrant youths in a Stockholm suburb.

Ann Heidkamp, a member of the church’s social action committee, said the ideaytmlbthe
group this week started when Unitarian Universalist held a conference in spcogtemorate
the anniversary of the start of the Iraq War.



Kathy Kelly, another co-coordinator of Voices for Creative Nonviolence aodgiiftne activist,

was a speaker at the event and told Heidkamp about the upcoming walk, and Heidkamp thought
it would be appropriate to bring Kelly and the Witness Against War group back to the church
when they came through the area again.

“Certainly in this area, they have a lot of support,” Heidkamp said.

Passersby supportive

Heidkamp’s husband, Jim Gerber, walked with the group from Milwaukee to Brookfield on
Monday. He said the reaction from passersby and motorists was gepesdliye during the
five miles he spent walking with the group, with people honking and giving a thumbs up.

Gerber said talking to the walkers and hearing their stories was a valypbtepce, not only
for him, but for the few dozen people who attended the presentation Monday night.

“We looked at it as a real opportunity to bring some good people and a good cause toeitre west
suburbs,” he said.

Alan Hamari can be reached at (262) 446-6601.

For a complete schedule of the walk's route through Wisconsin, visit the Voicas&iive
Nonviolence Web site, vcnv.org.

See reporter Alan Hamari’s video report of Witnesss Against War’s stopokfeld.
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