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Sunday, May 6, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am            “UUs and The Great Commandment” 

The Rev. Joyce Palmer 

The second great commandment voiced by Jesus was Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. What would happen if 
more of us in our community made an attempt to build relationships with the people who live closest to us? What do 
we know about our actual neighbors and how might this make a difference for all of us? Join us today to learn about 
a neighborhood movement and imagine the kind of community we could create. Beautiful music provided by the 
UUCW Choir. 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                 “What is Creativity?” 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch 

It’s Mother’s Day, and that’s a great day to talk about Creativity, our Soul Matters theme for May. Mothers, as well as 
parents, grandparents, and guardians of all kinds, practice creativity as a matter of course, because children are 
always growing, changing, and surprising us. Special music today from Lead Music Director Jennifer Nicolosi and the 
Children’s Choir – and it’s also Volunteer Appreciation Sunday, with surprises and a special treat!  

Sunday, May 20, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                      “Flower Communion — and Co-Creativity” 

Revs. Suzelle Lynch and Joyce Palmer with Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Ministerial Intern 

Where did we get the idea that artists and inventors are isolated, independent geniuses? When it comes to myths 
about creativity, that one tops the list. Simply put, there are no creators without companions. After all, new ideas 
come when voices are in dialogue or debate. New communities rise from the foundations built by those who toiled 
and sacrificed long before we showed up! New art is inspired when our ideas meet the art of someone else.  On this 
Flower Communion and New Member Sunday, with Special Music from our Adult Choir, let’s celebrate co-creativity!  
Please bring a flower for each member of your family to be shared during the service. 

Sunday, May 27, 2018 — ONE SERVICE — 10:00 am “Being Jewish in a Challenging Time” 

Pulpit Guest: Rabbi Michal Woll Worship Coordinator: Karen Engelking  

Rabbi Woll will share her experience of living as a practicing Jew and a rabbi in a society that has become more 
hostile to people of diverse faith traditions and discuss the complex and intertwined issues of racism, antisemitism, 
and anti-Zionism. Enjoy music today by Dan Dance and Jennifer Nicoloci, Lead Music Director. 

 About Our Guest: Rabbi Michal Woll of Congregation Shir Hadash in Milwaukee is a third career rabbi and 
graduate of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. As a rabbi, Michal blends her passions for music, movement, 
learning, self-discovery, and community building. 

 
 

 

Bring a Flower for Each Family Member to be Shared During the Service!  

It’s also 

Bring - a - Friend 

Sunday! 
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We Are a People of Creativity — Soul Matters for May 

Some years ago, when my son Adlai was little, he turned to 
me at breakfast one morning and said, “Tell me a story!”   

I began, somewhat hesitatingly, “Once upon a time… there 
was a big…  green…”   

“Monster?” suggested my son.   

“No,” I said, “it was a big green cat, and her name was ….”   

“Greenie!” yelled Adlai.   

“Actually, her name was Grassina,” I replied. “Because she was as green as the 
grass.  And she liked to hide in the grass, too.”   

“Was she really, really big?” Adlai wanted to know.   

“Well,” I said, "she was about as big as you are. And you know what? She didn’t 
have a home. Because when people looked at Grassina, they simply couldn’t 
believe their eyes. They would look at her, rub their eyes, and then simply look 
away.” And the story went on from there to include talking butterflies, a deep 
dark forest, and a lonely old man and woman.  

It’s always been kind of like that at our house: green cats, scary forests, 
monsters that give advice, and people not believing their eyes. We make up a 
lot of stuff and play around with words, music, and pretty much anything else 
we can get our hands on, even though my son’s now in college.  

I grew up in a family that believed that creativity is essential to the 
development of our full human potential and key to the deepening of our souls. 
That when we open ourselves to our creativity, we are doing what human 
beings are meant to do. And, of course, I was taught that imagination and play 
are part of what's needed to be creative. 

Are YOU creative? Some of us don’t think we are — but I believe every human 
being has the potential to be! Will you use your creativity to help me? Our Soul 
Matters themes for next year are ready, and the UUCW staff and I would LOVE to 
hear your ideas for music, sermons, activities and events on these themes. 

Take a look at the list at the bottom of the next page. Play around, think of a 
song, a story, a visual image…  And then let me know what these themes 
inspire in you! (contact me via the church office)  

  
   Blessings to you, 
 
 
 
 
 
     The Rev. Suzelle Lynch 
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“April hath put a spirit of youth in 
everything.”  ~William Shakespeare 

As I write this we are coming up on Earth 
Day, and the 2018 river cleanup and spring 
is still trying to escape the icy grip of 

winter still clinging to the earth in these parts. Spring is 
so close, and I am so anxious to be outside in the warm 
sunshine, and the longer days are so close at hand. 

Springtime... That magical time of year when the earth 
comes alive with new growth... new generations of 
wildlife emerge for their first sight of the new world 
around them... the world starts to turn green with the 
beginnings of plant growth putting down their roots, and 
preparing to put out new foliage and spread new leaves 
to seek the warmth and energy of the sun and start the 
cycle of life all over again. 

This is the magic of creation around us. The earth re-
creates itself every springtime, and the cycle of life 
continues, and it is amazing and wonderful to witness 
the cycles and natural rhythms of the earth. 

Just as sure as the world can be bleak and dreary, a cold 
and inhospitable place in the dark, dead of winter, new 
life is waiting just under the surface, waiting for the right 
moment to burst forth and revel in the sun's warmth in 
the coming spring. 

However you choose to think about it, whether you view 
it in a purely scientific way, or you see it in a more 
spiritual sense, the transformation the earth goes 
through each spring is an amazing and inspirational 
process. 

We, too, have cycles and rhythms to our lives and to our 
growth process. What better time of year to introduce 
some “new growth” to our own lives. 

It is time for us to emerge from the "dark days" of winter, 
shake off the cold, and let the rebirth around us spark 
our own creativity to help us grow, tackle our problems, 
and move forward. This is a time for transformation and 
change; a change from darkness to light; from cold to 
warmth; from the grey of winter to the bursts of color of 
spring. 

Our own creativity is what we employ to find solutions 
and answers to our problems. It is needed most when we 
have a need or desire to accomplish something, but we 
don't know how to get it done. We may have a dream or a 
vision of how something could or should be. 

Creativity can sometimes be difficult to find. Like the 
elusive and delicate butterfly, the more you chase 
creativity, the more it will elude you. You can't force it, 
you just need to provide the right conditions and it will 
come to you. 

Let us use the coming of the new spring on the earth be 
an inspiration to us to unleash our own creativity. 

“Creativity arises out of the tension between 
spontaneity and limitations, the latter (like the 
river banks) forcing the spontaneity into the 
various forms which are essential to the work 
of art or poem.”                                      ~Rollo May 

Contact Kurt and the Board of Trustees via the church 
office. 

September 2018:   Vision (The practice of intentional imagination)  

October 2018: Sanctuary (The practice of finding sacred space within & ensuring welcoming space for all)  

November 2018:    Memory (The practice of honest remembrance & honoring the shoulders on which we 

December 2018:  Mystery (The practice of embracing life with humility and awe)  

January 2019:  Possibility (The practice of personal unfolding and prophetic vision)  

February 2019:  Trust (The practice of commitment and faith in a love that won ’t let us go) 

March 2019:   Journey (The practice of pilgrimage, courageous growth, and patient change)  

April 2019:  Wholeness (The practice of repairing what is broken and knowing we are enough)  

May 2019:  Curiosity (The practice of moving from fear to open-heartedness) 

June 2019:  Beauty (The practice of savoring life’s gifts) 
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My spiritual practice is making art and I 
love to make things out of clay. There is 
something about how clay yields its 

shape to touch yet has its own integrity of form that 
mesmerizes me. I am fortunate to have a studio in my 
basement; however, like most spiritual practices finding 
the time in my home away from the needs of my family 
and school is rare and takes extra effort, especially when 
mom is just a stairwell and shout away. I struggle with 
feeling selfish and it can seem frivolous and irresponsible 
to escape to the potter’s wheel. Yet, I have learned the 
hard way that my soul shrinks when I do not heed its call 
to play with clay. I know that losing myself in time with 
clay between my fingers sustains me and multiples my 
inner resources. 

When one sits at the potter’s wheel, you are agreeing to 
involve yourself in a set of actions that prioritize 
centering and transformation. The steps to making forms 
from clay on the potter’s wheel mirror the steps one 
takes during mediation. To begin, you must get the clay 
almost perfectly centered in the middle of the wheel, 
there is no perfect center. Throughout the shaping, the 
potter will need to tend to the clay centering 
continuously re-centering. Just like calming oneself with 
breath to focus the mind before meditating, if the clay is 
not centered it will jerk your hands about, wobble and 
fail. Once centered, the clay is opened by pressing 
thumbs intentionally into the middle. This opening 
creates the possibilities to shape a container. In 
meditation, opening yourself to spend time with your 
own thoughts also creates a container where 
intentionality and self-awareness can grow. Next, you 
pull the walls of the clay, each pull brings the clay from 
the bottom up and into the walls of the vessel. As the 
walls of the vessel grow, the potter must be mindful of 
many things: keeping the clay centered, thickness and 
weakness of the clay, as well as the form the clay is 

taking. Shaping your form is a dance between what you 
want to make and what is happening in the act of 
making. Practice gives you the grace and power to make 
your vision into a vessel. Similarly practicing meditation 
allows one to be mindful when life goes sideways or even 
downhill. Spiritual practice manifests as the mental 
muscle memory tool that you need to be your best self.  

This spring the student council of my seminary, Meadville 
Lombard Theological School, commissioned me to make 
a memorial chalice for Denny Davidoff. Denny Davidoff is 
best known for being the moderator of the UUA Board of 
Trustees and General Assembly from 1993-2003. She was 
a mentor, tireless lay leader, remarkable fundraiser and 
an enthusiastic believer in Unitarian Universalism. In a 
world filled with gates and gatekeepers, Denny stood 
apart as an extraordinary gate opener. Like so many, I 
was fortunate to be a benefactor of her wisdom, 
encouragement, and challenge to persevere and excel. In 
my journey toward ministry Denny, like my spiritual 
practice, invited me to be my 
best self.  

So as I sat at my potter’s wheel, 
reflecting on memories of 
Denny, feeling honored and 
grateful to be reminded of her, I 
continued with grace and 
guidance. I could not help but 
think how perfectly appropriate 
it was that Denny was still, 
somehow, posthumously- 
impelling me, challenging me to 
take on something I wanted to 
do, something I could do, and 
yet something I had not done. To me, that is Denny’s 
legacy, that call to be our best selves, to live into our 
faith and to rise to the occasion again and again. By 
practicing intentionality, we find the grace and power to 
know ourselves and each other and make the world 
more loving and beautiful, one creative act at a time. 

Contact Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson via the church 
office. 

What’s the CAT? It’s the Congregational Assessment Tool from Holy Cow Consulting, a firm UUCW is 
working with on our every-three-years’ comprehensive assessment of the ministries of our 
church! All active UUCW members for whom we have an e-mail address have been sent a 
special “live link” to use to take this awesome assessment (used by 1000s of congregations 
across the US). If you have received this email, please take time to complete the survey. 

Laptop computers will be available at church for members to take the CAT on Thursday, 
May 10, from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Sunday, May 13, between and after 
services. Volunteers will be available to assist or answer any questions.  

The CAT will help us collect and understand the range of views that exist at 
UUCW, and the possibilities, willingness and energy for moving into the 
future. Questions? Contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office. 
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How often have you said that about 
an amazing person at UUCW who is 
deeply involved in the life of the 
Church? Someone who gives very 

generously — although maybe very quietly — of their 
time and energy to a variety of different committees and 
workgroups? Or someone who takes the initiative to 
begin an important project that is central to our values? 
Or who represents our congregation in the community in 
a manner that had definable results or outcomes? Or 
someone who has worked tirelessly for many years on a 
particular service or project, or on multiple activities and 
projects over a significant period of time?   

You're right, that person (or group) should get an award 
and you can make it happen! Send your nomination for 
either the Annual Trustees Awards (three will be given) or 
for the Long Term Service Award (one will be given).  
Submit the name and up to 75 words describing what the 
individual or group has done to merit the award to the 
Board of Trustees by May 20 via email at 
board@uucw.org.  

Award winners will be selected by the Board of Trustees 
and announced at the UUCW Annual Meeting on June 3, 
2018. Questions? Contact Melanie Weston or Kathy 
Herrewig via the church office. 

Do you like to sing just for fun, not for performance? Do 
you remember old-time songs and sing-along 
gatherings? Then come to UUCW on Friday evening, May 
18 at 7:00 pm. The Music Committee will be hosting 
an adult “song circle” to share songs and singing 
together. This is not a concert, and no instruments are 
required! Easy to learn music selections will include 
songs of peace, friendship, social justice, hymns, and 
rounds. If you would like to share a song and can teach 
it to the group, please bring along copies of the words. 
We will also be using the song book Rise Up Singing for 
ideas. Bring your copy if you have one!  

Please RSVP to Sarah Stokes via the church office to 
help give an idea of how many chairs will be needed. Or, 
just show up!  Bring a snack/dessert to share if you wish; 
tea will be available. Invite your singing friends for this 
enjoyable social evening together. 

 

 

Here's an opportunity to help 
care for the church property 
and socialize with fellow 
church members.  

Join other church members 
on Saturday, May 5 from 8:30 
am - 1:00 pm to prepare the 

church property for the summer season. Tasks include 
weeding, clearing plant debris, laying mulch, and 
picking up sticks. 

Tools are available, but anyone is welcome to bring their 
own. Tools needed may include work gloves, rakes, 
shovels, wheel barrels, pruning shears, and leaf blowers. 

Children ages 7-and-up are invited to work alongside 
their family. Lunch will be provided. For more 
information, contact Vicki Banville, Church 
Administrator, via the church office. 

Here at UUCW, May is when we 
register for Wellspring groups to 
begin in fall…this will be our 
seventh year!    

UU Wellspring is a deep 
commitment to wonder and discovery. The program is a 
10-month spiritual journey shared with a small group of 
others, who seek information and guidance to deepen 
personal understanding and foundational beliefs. The 
UU Wellspring experience draws from UU History, 
Principles and faith Sources as inspiration.   

During May, there will be a table each Sunday in the 
Community Room, staffed by UUCW members who have 
completed the program. They’ll assist you to register for 
the fall groups and invite you to enter a wonderful raffle!  
Other “Wellspringers” will be greeting and serving 
coffee. They’ll be wearing blue ribbons on their name 
tags...ask them about their experience!  Information is 
also available at the UU Wellspring website: 
www.uuwellspring.com.   

For more information, please contact Patricia D’Auria 
via the church office.     
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There are two new books in the 
library this month along with 
several donated books of interest. 

One new book is A Second 
Chance: for you, for me, and for the 
rest of us by Catherine Hoke. This book is recommended 
by Genevieve Daniels. It deals with training people who 
have been incarcerated to help them begin new legal 
business ventures and careers to transform their lives. 

Also new is She Persisted: 13 American Women who 
Changed the World by Chelsea Clinton. It is a picture book 
featuring diverse women who overcame the odds 
against them and persisted to succeed in their goals. 

Among the donated books are several dealing with 
LGBTQ issues. They include One Teacher in 10, Queer 
Blues, Gay Marriage Real Life, Created Equal: Why Gay 
Rights Matter to America, and There is Nothing Wrong 
with you for Teens. 

These books can be found on the New Books shelf and 
will be featured on the Library Committee Book Table 
on Sunday, May 6. For more information contact 
Carolyn Lawrence, Library Committee Chair, via the 
church office. 

PrideFest Milwaukee is an exciting community 
experience produced each year by the non-profit 
organization Milwaukee Pride, Inc. PrideFest is a 
celebration of the culture and accomplishments of our 
local LGBTQ+ community, a time for needs and issues to 
be communicated, and for networking and support to be 
shared! It’s also three days of fun music, comedy, food, 
self-expression, and family-friendly activities held on 
June 7-10, 2018. 

This year, the SE Wisconsin Unitarian Universalist 
Congregations are planning to participate at PrideFest 
via a booth in the Health and Wellness Commons 
alongside our many Milwaukee-Area LGBTQ+ affirming 
faith communities. We’re partnering with the Queer and 
Allied Faith Leaders of Milwaukee (QAFL) to host a part of 
the festival where attendees can know they are “blessed 
and beloved.” Recently, Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Intern 
Minister Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson met with QAFL to 
begin planning the UU presence at PrideFest, and we’d 
love to have your help as volunteers in our booth — 
signing up at https://tinyurl.com/prideUU or contact 
Rev. Suzelle via the church office to find out more. You 
can find out more about PrideFest at 
http://pridefest.com/. 

Pride Parade, too? For the past several years, UUCW 
has organized the SE Wisconsin UU presence in the 
Milwaukee Pride Parade, too, which steps off at 2:00 pm 
on Sunday, June 10, on S. 2nd St. near Lapham Blvd. 
in Milwaukee. We need a Parade Coordinator this 
year if we are to take part — again, contact Rev. Suzelle 
to volunteer! The Parade Coordinator will take 
responsibility for communicating with interested 
participants from local UU congregations, and will be on 
site at the parade to marshal our group. UUCW will pay 
the registration fee.   

Join us in continuing our UU tradition of celebrating 
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities, 
and the joyful work of linking communities, generations, 
and diverse groups at Pride! 

We need you! Time to get all decked out in your best 
rainbow gear (optional) and grin at all the folks looking 
to find out about our beloved community! We want our 
booth at Pridefest to be amusing and lively as we share 
the joy that is Unitarian Universalism. Come have some 
fun at Pridefest and help us make this happen — sign up 
at https://tinyurl.com/prideUU to help on June 7-10!  

We invite you to bring a friend to one of the services on 
Sunday, May 20. For many of us, this community and 
the values it stands for are dear to us.  

UUCW is an important part of our life. We want others to 
know about this wonderful place, but how do we talk 
about it? You could try an invitation like this, “As you 
probably know, Unitarian Universalist Church West is 
very important to me. It is a place where I feel at home. 
As someone who is also important to me, I want you to 
see this place and to meet the people who mean so 
much to me. Would you like to come with me?” 

For more information, contact Rev. Joyce via the church 
office. 
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In the summer of 2019, volunteers from UUCW will travel 
once again to Nicaragua to build houses and community 
with our Nicaraguan neighbors. We’ve been organizing 
“Brigadistas” to travel nearly every other year since 
2004. During these 10-day trips, together with our 
partner organization, Bridges to Community, we build 
houses for and with families in rural communities. Over 
the past 14 years, 175 of our members and friends from 
age 14 - 78 have travelled to Nicaragua to carry out this 
rewarding work.  

We are planning one trip for the summer of 2019 and we 
want to tell you all about it. Are you interested? You’re 
invited to attend a 1-hour informational meeting to find 
out more about this service-learning adventure. Gracias! 
Please RSVP to Andy Boerner via the church office. 

Can’t make this meeting? See one of the team members 
in the Community Room  or contact Andy Boerner to sign 
up. Future meeting date: Sunday, May 20.  

 

UUCW is committed to caring for the 
Earth through strategies like simple 
living, and “reduce, reuse, recycle, 
repair.” Inspired by the seventh UU 

principle of “respect for the interdependent web of all 
existence of which we are a part,” UUCW promotes 
“green practices” in all we do. 

Church communications can be a great opportunity to 
put these practices in place. How members choose to 
receive church news, announcements, and updates can 
have a great impact on our environment... and budget. 
Standard mailings use precious resources (paper, ink, 
envelopes, postage, etc.) as well as production time 
assembling all the components. 

The recent efforts of dedicated volunteers and staff 
have improved our paperless communications. It is not 
yet perfected but they are committed to additional 
enhancements, making it easier for members to 
transition from paper to digital formats.  

There will be an opportunity to update your church 
communication preferences by completing a brief form 
in May. A Communication Table will be set up in the 
Community Room on Sundays after both services. A 
volunteer will be available to assist you and answer any  
questions. For more information, contact the church 
office. 

 

Join us for a summer filled with games and activities. 
Look for the E-news and Church Foyer fliers for program 
details. 

Friendship Finders Nursery — Pre-K 

Let’s discover new friends as we read stories, play 
games, and sing songs, all while learning about our 
Unitarian Universalist faith. Each session is based upon 
a UU Principle. Great summer-time themes include 
sharing and caring, families, animals, and nature. 

UU Play! Kindergarten — 5th Grade 

Children experience true learning when they are having 
fun so get ready this summer for sharing, games, and 
activities. Through team-building games and group 
activities, we’ll develop the skills of cooperation, 
communication, empathy, and conflict resolution. 
Selected games will require the skills of everyone in the 
class and give opportunities to work together toward a 
common goal.  

For more information, contact Summer Program 
Coordinator Kelly Bognar via the church office. 

Come celebrate another year of learning, growing, and 
connecting. Hot dogs and brats will be cooking on the 
grill! Sign-up in the Community Room to bring salad, 
buns, desserts, or condiments. Bring your own table 
setting, drinks, blanket, or chair  — whatever you need to 
be comfortable. 
 
Gather on UUCW’s west 
property for food, 
conversation and games. 
There will be kite flying, crafts 
and additional activities. 

For more information, contact 
Rev. Joyce at  via the church 
office. 
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The UUCW Annual Meeting will convene at 11:30 am on 
Sunday, June 3, 2018. Voting Member registration for 
the meeting and distribution of ballots will begin shortly 
after the end of the 10:00 am service. Only voting 
members are eligible to participate and vote at the 
meeting. Information about the Annual Meeting and 
nominees for open positions was mailed several weeks 
ago to all church members. The Nominating Committee’s 
nominees for trustee and committee member positions 
are as follows:  

SCOTT SHULICK and his wife Lisa Becker have been 
members of UUCW since 2013 after relocating to Elm 
Grove from Hawaii where they had lived briefly. Their 
three children — Jack, Carter and Isabel — have been 
participating in Religious Education classes and active in 
YRUU ever since. For UUCW, Scott has taught middle 
school RE, is an active member of the Marketing 
Committee and has supported the church through many 
fundraising initiatives, including auction volunteering 
and recently, with Lisa, as Activate! emcee. 

Scott is a Vice President and Group Planning Director at 
Cramer-Krasselt (C-K), one of the nation’s oldest and 
largest independent advertising agencies. At C-K, Scott 
leads clients ranging from startups to the Fortune 500 in 
pursuing market growth strategies and product 
launches. His expertise is in strategic planning, branding 
positioning, marketing strategy, market research, 
communications planning, and leveraging data and 
analytics. 

Scott is an active supporter of the Marquette University 
Center for Peacemaking, where he and Lisa were 
instrumental in creating the M&J Fellowship for Peace in 
2012. The fellowship funds global peacemaking 
fellowship projects enabling the next generation to 
embark on transformational experiences that inspire a 
life-long passion for peace and justice here and abroad.   

A skilled puzzler and room escape artist, Scott also is a 
novice brewer and pop culture junkie. 

JEANNE JARECKI joined UUCW in 2016. Almost 
immediately Jeannie became engaged in church life. She 
became the coordinator in Dinners in the Home and 
enjoys participating in the program. Jeanne has also 
participated in Black Lives Matters events and Common 
Ground meetings, as well as bringing meals to the Guest 
House. She also loves the outdoors, offering her 
gardening expertise during the Campus Clean-ups. 
Jeanne enjoys hikes and participating in worships 
focused on environmental sustainability. Working for 
several non-profit organizations in her personal career, 
Jeanne offers knowledge and experience in program and 
event planning and fundraising. 

As a previous member of the United Church of Christ she 
was a Religious Education leader for 10 years, a member 

of the board of religious education, and attended and led 
spiritual retreats. She looks forward to serving as a 
member of the Board of Trustees and learning more 
about policy-setting and the financial and legal 
responsibility of the church. 

HEATHER BARTLETT joined the church in 2001. She has 
participated in Dinners in the Home, Wellspring, Soul 
Matters and has taught Religious Education several 
years. She participates in other activities when time 
permits. This will be the first leadership role that she has 
been involved in. She is currently on the board as 
Secretary of the Hamilton High School Choir Booster Club 
and volunteers for Habitat for Humanity. She has worked 
in the insurance industry for several years and is 
currently between jobs and looking. She looks forward to 
serving on the UUCW Board of Trustees. 

LINDA WEITZER became a member of UUCW in 
November 2007. Since that time Linda has been 
committed to serving the church in a variety of ways. In 
2010 she was one of the Brigadistas to go to Nicaragua, 
and says it truly was a privilege to serve. She also worked 
on the Committee on Ministry for 3 years and has served 
as an usher for over 5 years. Besides ushering she has 
greeted and served coffee on an irregular basis for many 
years. For the past few years she also did the ongoing 
summer and fall maintenance for the Church sign garden 
bed. And, over the years Linda participated in Unity 
Circles and Dinners in the Home. She is currently involved 
in the Black Lives Matter Reflection/Action Group. 

Linda works at Froedtert Hospital as a Scheduling 
Coordinator in the Audiology Department. Linda and her 
husband, Jim, have lived in Menomonee Falls for 25 
years. They enjoy camping, hiking, vegetable gardening 
and preserving what they grow.   

MELISSA TAYLOR recently moved from Kenosha to New 
Berlin last year. Prior to becoming a member of UUCW 
just a few months ago, Melissa was a member of Olympia 
Brown UU Church for 16 years. In her time at OBUUC, she 
served the church community in many capacities. She 
served on the New Member committee, taught Sunday 
school for three years, Green Sanctuary, Religious 
Education committee, Worship Associates committee, 
and CUUPS. She also attended Leadership school and 
helped to coordinate special services. She was on the 
Board of Directors of Wisconsin Interfaith Power and 
Light, as well as board president for a year. Melissa 
currently works as a Shelter Advocate at the Women’s 
Center in Waukesha. She lives with her significant other 
of seven years, Shawn, their daughters, a big dog, whose 
nickname is Big Dog, and a black cat who oversees the 
big dog. They are outdoors kind of folks, and spend a 
large part of their time camping, hiking, biking, or 
anything that will allow them to enjoy Mother Nature. 

(additional nominees on next page) 
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VICKI BRZESKI found her spiritual home at UUCW in 
2004. After participating in Unity Circles for two years, 
she served as a group facilitator for two years. Vicki was 
an initial member of the Lay Pastoral Care Team, and 
then led the 12-hour training session for four additional 
groups of members over the next 6 years. She has 
enjoyed serving coffee, Dinners in the Home, 
occasionally greeting and working with Habitat for 
Humanity, being involved with Common Ground, and 
helping to build houses in Nicaragua. Vicki was a 
member of the Stewardship Committee prior to serving 
on the Board of Trustees the past three years. She 
participated in the Wellspring Program two years and 
facilitated for a third. She retired from teaching students 
with emotional and behavioral disabilities and works 
part time in a bakery. She lives in Elm Grove with her 
beloved little rescue dog and is the mother of two grown 
children. 

RICK BEATTIE and his wife Pam came across a 
description of UUCW and it just seemed like it was the 
perfect fit. They joined in 2005, and the only regret they 
have is that they didn’t find the church sooner. Rick 
served two terms on the UUCW Committee on Ministry 
and as an usher. Over the years Rick and Pam have been 
involved with Unity Circles and Dinners in the Home.  
Rick worked 36 years as Director of the Wauwatosa 
School District Recreation Department, and he retired in 
2013. He is also the president of the Wisconsin Park and 
Recreation Association, and current Vice-President of the 
Wisconsin Park and Recreation Association Foundation. 

Rick and Pam have four adult children and two 
grandchildren. The Beatties say they always found 
members to be some of the most caring and 

compassionate people they have known. That was 
especially true during the recovery from Rick’s recent 
heart surgery. Cards, calls and meals were both 
heartwarming and humbling. They are grateful to be part 
of this caring community! 

MARY-LYNN ROBINSON has been a UU for a long time.  
In 1973 she joined First Unitarian Society in Milwaukee 
and was a member for over 10 years. During that time, 
she briefly served on the Board of Trustees. When she 
received a surprise opportunity to go to graduate school 
at UW-Madison during her trustee term she reluctantly 
resigned. Still she always appreciated our religious 
community with its many opportunities for spiritual and 
personal growth.    

Since joining UUCW she has immersed herself in 
supporting the church in many ways. For over 2 years 
Mary-Lynn has served as an usher and volunteered in 
Common Ground. She also contributes to Guest House, 
UUCW’s Giving Tree donations, and monthly food 
donations. Mary-Lynn also helped with the fall buckthorn 
removal on the church grounds. She enjoys Dinners in 
the Home for the opportunity to meet fellow UU’s.  

During her long career in Nursing she taught 
undergraduate mental health nursing, contributed work 
in faculty development and curriculum projects, and 
initiated the creating of a new nursing school at MSOE.  
Over the last 9 years she has been poll worker and has 
done political work for the past 15 years. She looks 
forward to serving on the Nominating Committee and 
being part of the team, which supports the organization 
of the Church. 

For more information about the Annual Meeting, contact 
the church office. 

Your Stewardship Committee would like to remind 
you that pledges and pledge increases for the 2018-
19 Fiscal Year are still welcome! Thank you.  

This past month the Build 2020 Team 
met with the top three choices of 
Design/Build firms interested in our 
Build 2020 Project. Each meeting 
included a presentation by the firm in 

response to requested information from the team. Time 
was designated at the end of the meeting for questions 
and dialog with the firm representatives. Each firm was 
unique in its presentation. The process that they would 
lead UUCW through is similar in each firm; however they 
utilize different tools and communication strategies. 

Once the Build 2020 team has determined the preferred 
firm, the Board will review the recommendation on April 
26, 2018 and vote if they would agree with the team. 
After the firm is confirmed, contract negotiations will 
begin. Then we will enter into the Design/Build process. 

Watch the newsletter, e-news and website for more 
information, or contact Phil Kroner, Chair, Build 2020 
Task Force via the church office. 
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Now that spring is REALLY here, it’s time to clean out 
your tool shed, garage, or camper and get yourself 
ready for summer. Earth Ministry’s rescheduled 
rotation event will be collecting and offering outdoor 
items on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13. 

Bring your garden tools, yard art, picnic and patio 
items, planting pots, and camping equipment to the 
Community Room before first or second service. All 
ages are welcome to browse, and everything is free. 
You do not need to bring 
something to take 
something. Please, no 
power equipment.  

Questions? Contact Helen 
Klimowicz via the church 
office. 

 

This group meets the second Tuesday of every month; 
next meeting Tuesday, May 8 at 7:45 am at Bakers Square 
at 15300 Bluemound Road, Elm Grove. 

Come again or for the first time for conversations on 
current events, philosophy, movies, vacations, seminal 
books, in a small group, usually 6-9. For information, 
contact facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 

In May, the Women’s Book Group is 
reading another book by author 
Fredrik Backman, My Grandmother 
Asked Me to Tell You She's Sorry. This 
novel features Elsa, a young girl 
whose only friend is her 
grandmother. When her 
grandmother dies of cancer, she asks 
Elsa to deliver letters of apology to 
other residents of her building. 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 9 
at 7:00 pm.  

Looking ahead, our June book is Just Another Jihadi 
Jane, by Tabish Khair. Questions? Contact Kathy Schwei 
or Marilyn Swanson via the church office. 

UUCW’s fellowship group for 
mature members and friends 
meets on Wednesday, May 9 
from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. 
“Finding joy in everyday things.” What makes life 
meaningful and special for you? Bring your bag lunch 
and share your thoughts. Coffee, tea and cookies will be 
provided. This will be the last meeting this spring with 
meetings resuming in October. 

For more information, please contact Charlene Carter via 
the church office. 

Great Books is discussing How to Be 
Both by Ali Smith on Monday, May 14 
at 10:00 am. How to Be Both is 
actually two novellas, one about the 
15th century artist Francesco del 
Cassa responsible for a series of 
striking frescos in the Palazzo 
Schifanoia in Ferrara, Italy in the 
15th century and the other about a 
troubled teen living in present day 
Cambridge, England. The two 
women in the novellas are impossibly connected by 
their fascination with the mystery of existence, art's 
lasting power and the actual frescos in the Palazzo 
Schifanoia.  

Great Books will be discussing Loving Frank by Nancy 
Horan on Monday, June 11. If you have any questions, 
please contact co-facilitator Joyce Prewitt  or Kit 
Hansen via the church office. 

                   

Meditation will continue through the 
summer months on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00 am. Join us to 
meditate 20 or 45 minutes.  

However, May 17 will be the last Thursday 5:30 pm 
evening meditation. In the fall, we will select a new day 
of the week for evening meditation. 

“Meditation is a form of mental martial arts. If we 
resist thoughts they will overpower us.  But if we 
just step lightly out of their way, letting them 
come and go like birds flying overhead, we can 
use their energy to further focus our mind.”  
                                                               ~Joan Borysenko  

 

For more information, contact Helen Klimowicz via the 
church office. 
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The Invisible Reality Ministries (IRM) at 54th Street and 
Center in Milwaukee recently started a Food Pantry to 
serve their neighbors in need and appreciate protein 
and other non-perishable food donations. 

UUCW and Invisible Reality Ministries maintain a 
working relationship and friendship, finding many 
values in common. UUCW members volunteer in areas 
of tutoring, substance abuse and black male 
employment. For details about how you can get 
involved with IRM, contact Dennis Briley via the church 
office.  

Thank You for your continued generosity! For more 
information about  Food Pantry Donations, contact 
Ellen Newbauer  or Melanie Weston via the church 
office. 

Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach 
and generosity. Each month we give half of all 
undesignated offering monies to a non-profit 
organization as a way to help us live our Unitarian 
Universalist values and serve our community. 

What is Teens Grow Greens? 

Teens Grow Greens is a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization 
that grows teens through hands-on experience in healthy 
living, entrepreneurship, and leadership so they become 
role models among their peers and in their community. 

Why Teens Grow Greens? 

1. High rates of youth unemployment (73% unemployed 
in Milwaukee). However, teens who do have jobs in high 
school are more likely to be employed later, finish high 
school, and earn more money over their lifetime. (US 
Department of Education). 

2. High rates of health-related illness in adults and 
children in Teens Grow Greens’ geographic reach. 
Research has shown education is a strong contributing 
factor to changing eating habits, and children can 
influence the behavior of their guardians. 

3. Soft skills are needed in 21st century workplace but 
are not explicitly taught in school. 

Graduates of Teens Grow Greens 

 Have a resume filled with work experience and 
supportive references — 93% of all TGG Graduates 
were able to obtain employment or attend pre-
college programs for the summer of 2017. 

• Are supported through quarterly check-ins — 100% of 
TGG Graduates either graduated or are on-track to 
graduate high school. 

• Have an active savings account and skills in budgeting 
thanks to a partnership with Secure Futures Inc. 

How Can You Support Teens Grow Greens? 

• Tax deductible financial contribution. 

- $3,000 would provide the wages for a nine-month 
paid internship that will develop the skills, habits 
and values that will help a teenager succeed. 

- $1,500 provides cooking classes for the Teens and 
Kids during Kids Grow Greens. 

- $500 provides healthy snacks and lunches for three 
weeks for both Chapters of Teens Grow Greens. 

• Know employers willing to hire Graduates of the 
program? Email teensgrowgreens@gmail.com and help 
us build our network of employers. 

• For more information contact the Executive Director, 
Charlie Uihlein, at cuihlein@wegrowgreens.org 

For more information about Split the Plate, contact the 
committee Chair, Phil Kroner, via the church office. 

Join the next meeting of the Black Lives Matter Reflection 
/ Action Group on Saturday, May 12 from 9:00-11:00 am. 
The meeting’s topic is yet to be determined, but every 
meeting is always engaging and helpful in understanding 
our  work for Racial Justice. 

Find out how YOU can be 
part of building the better 
world we dream about! 
Contact Ann Heidkamp for 
information via the church 
office. 

 



Return Service Request-

Unitarian Universalist Church West 
13001 West North Avenue 
Brookfield WI 53005-5219 

Come As You Are, Leave Inspired! 

NON PROFIT  
PAID PERMIT 243 

BROOKFIELD, WI 53005 

It’s a raising of voices and of spirits as UU composer and 
guitarist Jim Scott leads songs of earth, peace, 
community, love and just fun — for everyone to join in. 

Jim brings a warmth and authenticity that turns any 
size audience into an intimate gathering. His 

lyrical melodies, well-crafted words, guitar mastery and humorous surprises 
invite all to get involved with the songs and ideals he raises. A life-long UU 
with songs in our Hymnbooks (Gather the Spirit), he’s visited over 700 
UU churches in more than three decades of travels. 

A reception will follow the performance. Suggested donation 
$10 to $20 sliding scale. Kids under 12 free.  

For more information, contact Jennifer Nicolosi 
via the church office. 


