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The Chancel Table as Part of Worship 
The Chancel Table is an important part of our Sunday worship services.  It holds the Flaming Chalice 
and candles used during Joys & Concerns, as well as a colorful and decorative arrangement of 
flowers, dried branches or even a sculpture placed on special lengths of cloth. 

Use your creative energy to contribute to the joy of Sunday worship services!  No long term 
commitment is required and there are no committee meetings. Choose a Sunday that works for you. 
You will be partnered with an experienced volunteer to show you around the supplies in the closet 
and help you put together a beautiful arrangement. The chancel table is also a special way to 
celebrate a life event, honor a loved one or just donate an arrangement for fun.  

 
 
Design Elements 
Chancel table arrangements are 
created using elements of size, 
shape, and color. 

The chalice is usually placed on 
the far left of the table, the 
candleholders for the J&C 
candles is in the middle, and the 
floral/greenery arrangement is 
on the right side of the table.  But 
the designer is not limited to 
using natural materials.  A tall 
sculpture could be used instead 
of a floral bouquet. 

Given the size of the space in the 
Sanctuary, the arrangement 
needs to be colorful, large and 
tall enough to be seen from the 
back of the room.  The height of 
the candles for J&C should also be taken into consideration.  This photo shows an example of an 
arrangement with good balance and size. 

In the supply closet, there are many wooden blocks of various sizes that can be used to raise the 
height of the floral/greenery.  Various vases/containers are also stored in the closet, along with a 
variety of cloths in myriad colors and textures.  There are different options for candleholders, such 
as the three silver sets used in this table setup.  Notice that the chalice on the left side of the table is 
also raised up with a block under the green cloth.  The color scheme is a blend of different shades of 
green in this arrangement, however, there are other ways to use color.   
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Some Examples 
This arrangement uses a variety of color 
– based on the bounty of a Thanksgiving 
harvest.  The theme of the worship 
service can sometimes help in 
developing the style/colors of the table 
arrangement.  The worship calendar is 
developed months in advance, so you 
can check with the office to determine 
what the service topic will be for your 
assigned week.   

This photo shows a good 
example of keeping cloth 
away from the flames in 
the chalice and the J&C 
candles.  It also avoids 
any wax dripping on 
cloth. 

 

 

This table uses an 
autumn color 
scheme – green, 
orange, brown, and 
red – the brown 
ceramic chalice 
blends in well with 
this scheme.  Notice 
that the chalice and 
candles don’t have 
cloth underneath 
them.  The two 
lengths of cloth are 
spread in front of the 
arrangement to 
create a triangle of 
elements going from 
the lower left up to 
the upper right 
corner. 

 

 

 



 

In this 
arrangement, 
used during 
Hanukkah, the 
placement of the 
chalice and 
candles are 
switched, but the 
triangle design is 
still used.  
Hanukkah colors 
are blue and 
silver, hence the 
pewter chalice, 
silver candle-
holders and blue 
cloth.  On the 
right, a tall plant 
is used in place 
of cut flowers or 
greenery. 

 

 

 

For Mother’s Day, a photo 
and basket of flowers were 
used as the major 
elements, raised up on 
pink and green cloths with 
hidden wooden blocks. 
The colors of the cloths 
echo the colors of the pink 
flowers and greenery in 
the basket.  Notice the 
chalice is also raised up on 
a nice wooden platform.  
Decorators can bring items 
from home or use cuttings 
from their gardens.  Again, 
the chalice appears in the 
middle and the candles are 
placed away from the cloth 
to avoid wax drips. 

 



Set up day/time 
Normally, the Saturday before a Sunday service is a good day to set up your arrangement, especially 
if you are using fresh flowers/plant cuttings.  Call the office at 262-782-3535 to verify a good 
day/time to set up your arrangement.  If the Sanctuary is being used on Saturday for an event, you 
may have to do the set up after the event or early on Sunday morning. 

If you trade your scheduled date with another person, please notify the administrative assistant of 
the name change before 9 a.m. Wednesday for inclusion in the Order of Service. 

Supplies Available 
All materials are stored in the closet in the back of the Sanctuary.  If you would like to use your own 
containers, fabrics, etc., you are welcome to do so.  If you need to purchase materials, 
reimbursement must be authorized in advance by the Worship Ministry Team chair. 

 

Chancel Table Checklist 
❑ Create an arrangement suitable to the scale of the table, room, season or service topic. 

❑ Place one chalice and Joys & Concerns candleholders plus candles (if needed) on the left 
side of the table to form a total arrangement. 

 

❑ There are two chalices:  one is pewter and one ceramic.  Both are stored in plastic crates 
and should always be returned to the crate.  Always use the tile under the metal canister 
to protect the chalice from intense heat.  Only alcohol canisters are to be used in the 
chalices. 

 

❑ Use candles tall enough to last for two services (except for one service in summer).  Make 
sure the wicks of new candles are standing up for easy lighting. 

❑ Try to place candles away from fabric or an arrangement (especially dried material) or the 
pewter chalice (pewter can melt with direct heat). 



❑ Behind or near the chalice, place the wooden matchbox and one small starter candle, the 
brass candle lighter, and the candle snuffer for lighting and extinguishing flames.  The 
starter candle is pre-lit before services to make it easy to light the candle lighter. 

❑ Make sure the wick in the candle lighter moves in and out freely.  If not, run it under the 
special hot water faucet in the kitchen until it is free.  Replace the wick if it is less than six 
inches long. 

❑ Fill the metal canister in the chalice with the 91% alcohol in the closet and cover with the 
knobbed lid to prevent evaporation.  Make sure the ceramic tile is under the metal 
canister. 

❑ After setting up your arrangement, please pick up or vacuum up any plant remains. 

❑ Extinguish the chalice and candles after the service.  Although this is part of the ushering 
responsibility, WMT members also need to make sure all flames are extinguished.  

❑ If your setup is for two consecutive weeks, remove and then re-install candles and chalice 
before the next service. 

 
 
Dismantling Checklist 

❑ Dismantle the arrangement at the end of its use unless it’s being used for more than one 
week, which sometimes happens during the winter holiday season.  

❑ Protect the chalice and candle holders by returning them to their containers in the closet.   

❑ Return all fabrics, boxes, containers, etc. to their appropriate places in the closet. 

❑ Natural materials cannot be placed in the dumpster.  Please dispose of large materials 
with your home garden debris.  Fresh flowers can be put in the kitchen garbage container.   

❑ Vacuum anything remaining on the floor and the risers.  The vacuum is located in the 
foyer between the kitchen and the Community Room.  Check under the chancel table to 
be sure there are not remains of plant materials, wax or anything else. 

 

 


