
 

Sunday, August 5, 2018 — 10:00 am            "O Ye of Little Faith?" 

The Rev. Dr. Tony Larsen Worship Coordinator: Deb Ruesch 

Some people refer to Unitarian Universalists as people of little faith. (Even some UUs do.) We say they are wrong. Today's sermon 

will, we hope, show you why. Music Director Ruben Piirainen will provide music for this faith-filled UU service. 
  

About our Guest: The Rev. Dr. Tony Larsen recently retired from ministering at Olympia Brown UU Church in Racine, Wisconsin 

(after 42 years — a record!). Tony studied to be a Catholic priest before switching to the UU ministry and has written a book entitled 

"Trust Yourself: You Have the Power” and a UUA curriculum called "A Catechism for Unitarian Universalists." 

Sunday, August 12, 2018 — 10:00 am                                                 "How Do We Act Justly in Crazy Times?" 

Pulpit Guest: Barbara Frey Worship Coordinator: Steve Frey 

Seventy years ago, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the peoples of the world reaffirmed "their faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women." Faced with a toxic 

environment of inequality, unfairness, and disregard for human dignity, how do we stay true to values of compassion, equality, and 

justice? Life-long human rights advocate and teacher, Barbara Frey, will talk about the steps we can take to promote human rights 

today in our country and the world. Dan Dance and Jennifer Nicoloci, Lead Music Director, will bring us beautiful music today. 
  

About our Guest: Barbara Frey is Director of the Human Rights Program at the University of Minnesota. Frey speaks and publishes 

regularly on human rights topics including forms of international human rights advocacy, migration and human rights, and firearms 

and human rights. 

Sunday, August 19, 2018 — 10:00 am                                      “Working Towards Hope” 

Kimberlee Carlson Tomczak, UUCW Intern Minister 

We struggle to find hope in a world where hard work and integrity does not create a flourishing life for humankind. Deeply rooted in 

our American values is the belief in a work ethic that one should and can work their way through any hardship. Being of use is an 

ethic we share and so often identity and worth are wrapped up in the products of our working. Let’s examine the human need to 

believe in hope, our relationship with work and our ideals as Unitarian Universalists, who aspire to uphold the worth and dignity of 

every person. An excellent performance today by the Kaleidoscope Worship Band. 

Sunday, August 26, 2018 — 10:00 am “The Well and The Cathedral” 

Pulpit Guest: The Rev. Drew Kennedy Worship Coordinator: Karen Engelking 

Is Unitarian Universalism legitimately a religion or simply an alternative to religion? Drawing on an archetypal image from 

psychologist Ira Progoff, who studied with Jung and Suzuki, our pulpit guest discusses one of the many ways of understanding what 

UUism is all about, religiously or spiritually. Enjoy special music today by Spencer Harris and Jennifer Nicoloci.  
 

About our Guest: The Rev. Drew Kennedy served in the UU ministry for more than 40 years and is now retired and serves as Minister 

Emeritus at First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee. 

 

September 2 — Our last one-service Sunday at 10:00 am features Rev. Linda Berez 
 

The Rev. Linda Berez, our pulpit guest for September 2, is a military chaplain with a unique perspective.  She serves part time 

with the Civil Air Patrol (CAP), the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, a nonprofit organization with more than 61,000 

members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air 

Force Rescue Coordination Center, and CAP members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to 

nearly 27,000 young people via CAP cadet programs. 
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New Religious Education Coordinator Hired 

I have great news to share! At its July 23 meeting, the Board of Trustees approved the 

hiring of Marsha Thrall as our Religious Education Coordinator.   

Marsha comes to us with many gifts and skills, including experience in directing a 

religious education program. She served as Director of Children's and Youth Church for 

St. Matthew CME Church in Milwaukee for two years and worked in that program for 
several years prior to becoming the director. She has a Master of Theological Studies 

(MTS) degree from Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois (Garrett 

is a United Methodist graduate school) and a B.A. degree in Theology/Philosophy from 

Mount Mary University. In addition, she is working on a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 

Religion, Ethics and Social Sciences at Chicago Theological Seminary. Like many of us, 

Marsha's personal religious and spiritual journey has had a number of twists and turns!  

But she is feeling quite at home in our Unitarian Universalist setting.  

To refresh your understanding of our Religious Education transition, the Religious 
Education Coordinator is an "acting" position, which means Marsha will be with us for 

one to two years, helping us keep our excellent RE programs running well while we do 
our "interim work." Marsha will be with us half-time through December and will move to 

three-quarter time in January 2019.  Kelly Bognar, our wise and experienced longtime 
Religious Education Assistant (and now Publications Coordinator), will devote 

additional hours to the Religious Education program as well. 

What is our "Interim Work"?  When a longtime Religious Educator leaves a 

congregation, the Unitarian Universalist Association strongly suggests that the 

congregation review the religious education programs with an eye toward adjustments, 

improvements, match with the needs of our families and volunteer culture, etc. There 

are new models of religious education and family ministry to be considered!  

Our RE transition will likely be a two-to-three-year process. This fall and winter, we 

plan to engage with our neighboring congregation, First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee, 

and some religious education experts to learn more. If you are interested in serving on 
the group that helps with our religious education ministry transition let me know as 

soon as possible. It's going to be a very exciting time in the life of UUCW!  

In the meantime, I hope you'll plan to be in church on August 5 when Marsha is 

introduced during the service. Please welcome her warmly! We'll have a more formal 

welcome for her in the fall — but she is ready to meet you and to experience our Sunday 

morning activities, and I know you will enjoy meeting her, too. 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Suzelle 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Minister 
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At the June Board meeting, Jeanne Jarecki was elected 

Board Secretary. She joins David Feil, President; Scott 
Shulick, Vice President in serving as Board leadership.  

Leslie Peterson, Treasurer, agreed to serve another year in 
that (ex officio) Board role. 

In June and July, the UUCW Board of Trustees began to 

review the Vision 2020 Long Range Plan, section-by-section.  
The Vision 2020 Plan lays out goals organized around 

UUCW's Global Ends: Caring Community, Uplifting Worship, 
Building a Better World, Growing Spiritually from Many 
Kinds of Wisdom, Sharing Ministry, and Embracing 

Responsible Stewardship.  (The full text of the Global Ends 

is on the final page of the 2017-18 UUCW Member 
Directory.) The Board's review will familiarize new Board 

members with the long-range plan, and also help assess 
which goals need additional resources to address. 

The Board is working on a timeline to address the changes 

proposed by the UUCW Bylaws Committee which, by the 

vote of the congregation, were not taken up at the June 
2018 Annual Meeting.   

In response to a "Financial Call to Action" memo from the 

Finance Committee, the Board is establishing a task force to 
help address UUCW's financial well-being.  Rising costs, 

generational shifts in membership, and a static fund-raising 
environment have led to a declining trend in operating 

income.   

The Board also discussed an incident that took place on 
Sunday, June 24, which involved a dishonest church visitor 

playing upon the sympathy of church members to garner 
money and a ride across town. The Safety Task Force will be 

asked to review the incident and provide policy 
recommendations. 

In July, the Board discussed the upcoming US midterm 

elections and the IRS non-profit status of churches that 

mean that members cannot use church media to promote 

party-specific political activities. Communication to 
members regarding this issue will be scheduled for 
September. 

Members may request copies of Board meeting minutes by 

contacting the office.   

To contact the Board of Trustees via the church office. 

 

 

Our annual celebration of UUCW’s Ingathering, is one of 

many practiced by UUs across the country. Everyone is 
invited to bring water representing what we bring to this 

community. Whether from the garden hose in your 
backyard or from some far away vacation — all water can 
be a source of inspiration, healing, rejuvenation, or 

sustenance. Likewise, we all bring unique gifts and 
perspectives that combine to create this beloved 

community.  

Just a reminder — on Sunday, September 9, we return to 

two services: 9:15 am and 11:00 am.  

If there’s a water-issue you’d like us to highlight this year, 

please be in touch with Rev. Suzelle Lynch, via the church 
office. 

 

 

The Sexton receives work schedule from the Church 

Administrator. Hours are based on church activities, but the 

Sexton will work at least one Sunday per month. 

Responsibilities include operating the UUCW sound system, 

lighting, and, occasionally, audio-visual equipment for 

worship services and other events. The Sexton may also be 

scheduled to set up and/or take down various room 
furniture configurations as needed for church meetings, 

activities, and worship services. 

Qualifications: 

• This job requires flexible hours which includes 

evenings and weekends and holidays 

• Must be able to read, write and speak English 

• Hours may be reduced during summer  

• Ability to lift, push, pull and move equipment, 

furniture, supplies, etc. up to 50 pounds 

• Should be able to communicate clearly and 

confidently when acting as our church representative 

For full Sexton job description and/or to apply, send 

resume, cover letter, and references to via the church office. 

 

 

 

 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 
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• Registration for our exciting upcoming religious 
education program is ongoing! If you haven’t already 

registered, please do so today at http://uucw.org/religious-
education-registration/   Classes start Sunday, September 9. 
Help UUCW staff prepare for a great year of classes with our 
new Religious Education Coordinator Marsha Thrall. 

• Volunteer for one of our teaching teams! Excite your 

spirit as you nurture the faith development of young 
Unitarian Universalists. You don’t have to be a parent in the 
program to teach – we love participation from all 

congregation members. 

2018-19 Religious Education Curriculum Descriptions: 

RAINBOW ROOM (both services pre-kindergarten) 
Celebrating Me! Celebrate the wondrous qualities of 

children and the animals, objects, and people around them. 
We focus on the five senses, children’s abilities, nature, 

animals, families, and our church home. 

PURPLE ROOM (both services kindergarten-grade 2) 
Hide & Seek with God: Weekly stories present diverse 

images of the spirit of love and mystery that some people 

call God. Through insights from the world religions, feminist 

studies, science, and human experience, children discover 
and express their own ideas of ultimate mystery, values, 

and meaning. 

ORANGE ROOM (both services grades 3-5) Hogwarts UU: 

In a magical classroom full of potions, charms, care of 
magical creatures, herbology, and defense against the dark 
arts, we live into our UU values of wonder, diversity, love, 

justice, and friendship. A unit on Popcorn Theology explores 

themes and values important to living our UU faith through 
clips from popular movies. 

BLUE ROOM (first service grades 6-8) Call to Justice: 
Explore oppressions in our society while cultivating values 

that are tools for justice. Stories, role-plays, games, and 
several service projects during the year bring home the 

value of faith in action. We also explore gender bias in the 
media in order to confront negative stereotyping of women 
and men. 

BLUE ROOM (second service grades 6-8) Neighboring 
Faiths: Explore the worship practices of our own and other 
religions. Using videos, internet explorations, stories, and 
activities, we discover the spirituality and worship practices 

of other religions, highlighted by exciting visits to the 

worship services of different faith groups to meet and 
interact with our neighbors. 

YRUU – Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (second 

service grades 9-12) Our high school program provides 

experiences in community building and fellowship, worship 
and congregational engagement, social action, UU values, 
and youth-led sessions exploring the monthly Soul Matters 
themes and other topics of importance to our youth and 

their world. 

Please register at http://uucw.org/religious-education-
registration/  Questions? Contact Marsha Thrall, Religious 
Education Coordinator, via the church office. 

 

 

 

Soul Matters Sharing Circles are one of UUCW’s small group 
ministry programs. They offer a way for church members 
and friends to connect with one another and nurture each 

other’s inner growth via practices of honest presence, 
attentive listening, and open questioning.  

Each Sharing Circle has 6-9 members, including a facilitator.  
They meet monthly, October through June. Spiritual 

exercises, reflection questions, and inspirational readings 
come from the monthly Soul Matters theme packets. Being 

in a Sharing Circle can help you discover new truths about 
your life and deeper ways of being authentic and whole. 

Right now, we’re seeking Sharing Circle facilitators as we 

prepare for Fall.  If you’d like to learn more, contact the Rev. 
Suzelle Lynch via the church office and watch for the open-

sign up period for Sharing Circles in late August or 
September! 

 

“Meditation practice isn’t about trying to throw 
ourselves away and become something better, 

it’s about befriending who we are.”       
       
   – Ani Pema Chodron 

Join us for shared meditation on Wednesdays at 10:00 am 
in room UL5. You can meditate for 20 or 45 minutes.  

In the fall, a weekday evening will be added to the 

meditation schedule. For more information, contact Steve 
Frey via the church office. 

http://uucw.org/religious-education-registration/
http://uucw.org/religious-education-registration/
http://uucw.org/religious-education-registration/
http://uucw.org/religious-education-registration/
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The Auction is one of the biggest and best events we hold 
every other year at UUCW, so please mark your calendar 

now for the evening of Saturday, November 10, 2018. You 
won’t want to miss out! 

Our Auction Theme "Making Memories" is inspired by our 
November Soul Matters Theme, "A People of Memory."  

What could be more fun than donating a party, dinner, 
event or memorable item to the auction so that you and 

your UUCW friends can make memories together? The 
Auction itself can be a memory-maker, too — just $10 at the 

door is your ticket to delicious food, drinks, and other fun 

activities as well as bidding for great items, events & 

services at Silent and Live Auctions! 

The Auction also serves to raise money to help fund our 

church operating budget for both the 2018-19 and 2019-20 

fiscal years — And NEW This Year… it will also raise funds 

for our Brigadistas — the team that will travel with Bridges 
to Community to the Dominican Republic in Summer, 2019 
to build houses and community with people in need! 

Donate an Item or Service 

There will be Auction Team members available in the 

Community Room after services beginning in September to 

help you make a donation — and you'll be able to register 
your donation online from home in the weeks ahead, too! 

But for now, here are some Donation Ideas to get your 

creative juices flowing: 

• Heritage Dinner — Host a meal for 8 in your home with the 

food and drink of your own ethnic heritage! 

• Weekend Getaway — Donate the use of your vacation 

home for a weekend. 

• Gift Cards — If someone gave you a gift card you won't use 
— donate it and we'll offer it as a prize in a fun game on 

Auction Night! 

• Host a Picnic at an Outdoor Concert — Team up with a 
friend to offer prime seating and a yummy picnic for a 
group at one of next summer's fun outdoor concerts around 
the MKE area. 

• A “Memories Basket” with a classic book & movie (like 
“2001: A Space Odyssey” or the whole Harry Potter series, 
with popcorn, beverages, and other memorabilia! 

 

• Handcrafted Items — The Auction offers at least three 
components: a live auction, a silent auction, and a boutique 

so that hand-made items at different price points can all be 

offered! 

• Special Dinner Party — These are especially popular at 
our Auction. Team up with your friends to cook and host a 
memorable meal! 

• Teach a Skill or Offer a Service — Are you a whiz at 

something? Consider donating a lesson or two, or a 
workshop for a group of ten where people can learn what 
you know!!   

• Host an Adventure — The possibilities are endless in 
beautiful Wisconsin for exploring and enjoying! 

There are so many fun things to donate — like a game night 

for four, home-baked pie, dance lessons, a piece of art, or a 
few hours of yard work! 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Put Saturday, November 10 on your calendar, and plan to 

attend. Invite friends, too!    

Contact Vicki Banville, Church Administrator, via the church 

office with your questions. 

 

The UUCW Adult Choir would like to welcome you! Any level 

of talent is welcome to join in musical fellowship.  
Rehearsals are Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm; join us for 

our first rehearsal on September 4! For more info, contact 

Music Director Ruben Piirainen at via the church office. 

  

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were 
members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was 
discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in 

chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their 

children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage 
were dying under mysterious circumstances. Author David 

Grann reveals how the newly created FBI exposed one of 
the most chilling conspiracies in American history. Please 

join us on Wednesday, August 8 at 7:00 pm. Men and 
women are welcome.  

Looking ahead, our September book is Hillbilly Elegy by JD 
Vance. Questions? Contact Kathy Schwei or Marilyn 
Swanson via the church office. 
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The Great Books Group is discussing Mexicans in Wisconsin 

by Sergio Gonzalez on Monday, August 13 at 10:00 am.  

Beginning with the arrival of Mexican born, classically 
trained musician and composer Raphael Baez who settled 
in Milwaukee in 1886, Mexicans in Wisconsin is the story of 

Mexican immigrants who have made their homes in 
Wisconsin over the past century and who have become a 

significant and diverse part of this state's cultural and 
economic history.  It is a history that is both personal and 

universal. 

Great Books will be discussing What She Ate by Laura 

Shapiro on Monday, September 10. If you have any 
questions, please contact co-facilitator Joyce Prewitt or Kit 

Hansen via the church office. 

 

 

Join this early-rising group on the second Tuesday of every 
month; next meeting Tuesday, August 14 at 7:45 am at 

Bakers Square at 15300 Bluemound Road, Elm Grove. 

Come again or for the first time for conversations on current 

events, philosophy, movies, vacations, seminal books, in a 

small group, usually 7-10. For information, contact 

facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 

 

 

The Invisible Reality Ministries (IRM) at 54th Street and 

Center in Milwaukee runs a Food Pantry to serve their 
neighbors in need and appreciate all food donations from 
UUCW members and friends. 

On Sunday, August 26, you may bring fresh produce from 

your garden for IRM Pastor Will Davis to distribute to 

members of the Invisible Reality Ministries. Didn’t plant a 
garden this summer? Maybe you can visit a farmer's 
market to choose items for the Food Pantry. As always, 
non-perishable food items are accepted in the collection 

bin at any time.  

A volunteer is needed on August 26 to take collected 
produce and non-perishables to the IRM. Please call Ellen 

Newbauer via the church office if interested. Many thanks! 

 

For the second half of this summer, UUCW will give half of 
all undesignated offering monies to Milwaukee 

Riverkeepers as a way to help us live our Unitarian 
Universalist values and serve our community. 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper is a science-based advocacy 
organization working for swimmable, fishable rivers 

throughout the Milwaukee River Basin. Their mission is to 
protect, improve and advocate for water quality, riparian 

wildlife habitat, and sound land management in the 
Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic River 

Watersheds. Important work of Milwaukee Riverkeeper 
includes water monitoring, education and training, river 

restoration, and advocacy.  

For more information about Milwaukee Riverkeeper, see 

https://www.milwaukeeriverkeeper.org . For more 
information about Split the Plate, contact the committee 
Chair, Sue Schalig, via the church office.  

 

 

 

UUCW members have been active in the #Close the 

Milwaukee Secure Detention (MSDF) coalition as part of our 
involvement with the state-wide WISDOM faith-based 

community organization and it has been achieving success.   

The #CLOSEmsdf coalition recently held its one-year 
anniversary event and the event included a number of 

speakers who were formerly incarcerated at the detention 
facility and who spoke about their experience there. 
However, the focus of the event was the success the 
coalition has had in enlisting the support of other 

organizations and in getting the broader issue of prison 

reform into the recent gubernatorial debates where several 

of the candidates have broadly endorsed WISDOM's call to 

end crimeless revocation and reduce Wisconsin's prison 
population. You can to learn more about the campaign and 

its upcoming events at 
https://www.facebook.com/CLOSEmsdf/ .  

For more information, contact Ann Heidkamp via the 
church office.  

 

 

https://www.milwaukeeriverkeeper.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CLOSEmsdf/
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A free public lecture series by Mr. Reggie Jackson about the 
history and current impacts of the devaluation of Black 

lives, sponsored by Black Lives Matter to WI UUs 
(BLM2WUU). Mr. Jackson, who has been head griot of 

America's Black Holocaust Museum, is an engaging 
speaker, known for his ability to connect history and 

current realities. You won't want to miss this opportunity 
for in-depth learning about the history you never heard in 

school but which shapes our society today and affects 
every one of us in very different ways. Suitable for youth in 

middle and high school. Invite your family and friends.   

"Do Black Lives Matter? 

The Hidden History Behind Today’s Headlines" 

Saturdays, 10/13, 10/27, and 11/17 

10:00 to 11:30 am (attend any or all) 

Parklawn Assembly of God 

3725 W. Sherman Blvd, Milwaukee 

 

Saturday, Oct. 13: Devaluation in the Political System  

How has the legal and political status of Blacks evolved 

through history from slavery to citizenship, voting rights, 
civil rights, and the current assaults on those rights.    

Saturday, Oct. 27: Devaluation in Science and Medicine  

How was the science of eugenics used to support slavery 

and segregation and how does it influence us today; what 

do we now know about multi-generational trauma resulting 
from the devaluation of black lives? 

Saturday, Nov. 17: Devaluation in the Justice System 

What legal methods of control kept African Americans in 

slavery for 250 years; what are the current repercussions 

from night riding, lynching, and race riots; how did the 

current relationship between the police and Black 

community evolve; what accounts for the racial disparities 

in incarceration and the death penalty. 

Attend any or all of the lectures.    

Funded by grants from the WI Humanities Council, the UU 
Fund for Social Responsibility, UUCW Endowment Fund, 

and First Unitarian Society. 

For more information, contact Ann Heidkamp via the 
church office.    

 

The hazy, lazy days of summer are here, but for some 
people it feels like the crazy days of summer.  Anything 

that can go wrong, does go wrong.   Worries seem to 
multiply.  Everything from work problems, family discord, 

money, and health problems.  What to do?  You might find 
relief by talking to a member of the Lay Pastoral Care 

Team. 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team is composed of individuals 

who have been trained to listen without judging or 
advising.  You might wonder how talking without getting 

advice can help.  But many people have solved their own 

problems by talking with a compassionate, trained 

listener.    

Individuals may seek support for themselves, or a friend or 

family member may suggest that the Lay Pastoral Care 

Team contact the person.  A team member will make an 

initial phone call to introduce himself or herself and Lay 
Pastoral Care services, and to ask if this would be helpful. 

Contact Lay Pastoral Care at laypastoralcare@uucw.org; 

or call Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office. All calls will 

be handled confidentially. 

 

The UUCW t-shirt orders are ready to be picked up in the 

Community Room after service. 

Did you miss your chance to get one of these fabulous 

shirts? Don’t worry, another order opportunity will be 
offered this fall. Watch for details. Contact Lauren 
Schudson via the church office if you have any questions. 
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How would you describe your music?  
UUCW member Jeff Stehr (keyboard/vocals): “I’ve heard people say it’s an update of the rock-steady sound. 

We definitely love all that original music, but we don’t approach it like a tribute band. People dance, it’s not 
so chill that people don’t dance. I agree… I think the best way to describe it is really a lack of bombast. It’s 
more intimate sounding.” (from urban milwaukee.com) 

 

UUCW will host The Tritonics with their unique brand of 

Jamaican rock steady tunes. The concert will be held 
outdoors, weather permitting, so bring your lawn chairs. 

 

• Food (dinner, snacks, and dessert) and drinks (soda, 

beer, wine coolers) will be available for purchase.  
 

• Freewill donation taken, suggested amounts are 
$10/person, $25/family. 

 
For more information, contact Lead Music Director Jennifer 

Nicolosi via the church office. 

TIME DATED MAIL, 

POSTAL CARRIER:  

PLEASE DELIVER BY 8-2-2018 

NON PROFIT  

PAID PERMIT 243 

BROOKFIELD, WI 53005 


