
 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am            "Practices and Possibilities" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch 

From prehistory, we human beings have had the need and the ability to create frames of meaning for our lives. On this 

first Sunday over the threshold of a New Year, we take a look at possibilities for creating containers to nurture the depth 

dimension of our lives.  we explore spiritual practices to support us throughout the whole of 2019. It's "You Choose the 

Music" Sunday — with choices purchased by UUCW member Deb Ruesch at the "Making Memories" Auction. 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                "Building an Equitable Community" 

Pulpit Guest: Margaret Arney Worship Leader: Eddee Daniel 

How can a small group of neighbors take on something as big as overcoming the legacy of residential segregation? Can 

we see the equitable future we desire? Can we bring our vision to life? Margaret Arney invites us to tap into the leader 

within in this interactive worship service. She will share insights from her journey as a biracial Milwaukee native and 

Wauwatosa civic volunteer engaged in the ongoing work of building a welcoming, just and equitable community. 
 

About our Guest: Margaret Arney is a founding member of Tosa Together, a community organization in Wauwatosa, 

and coordinates operations for the African American Leadership Program at Cardinal Stritch University. She holds a 

master’s degree in Social Service Administration from the University of Chicago and a BA from Harvard University.  

Special Music today from jazz pianist Dan Dance. 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                      "Is Democracy Still Possible?" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Jennifer Nicolosi, Lead Music Director; 

Ruben Piirainen, Music Director; and the UUCW Adult Choir 
 

The question of democracy's viability is in the minds of many Americans these days. Is it possible to scrabble free from 

the weight of disappointment, cynicism, and fear our political system has so generously distributed? What does our 

Unitarian Universalist faith have to say about all of this? The UUCW Adult Choir provides music to add grace to our 

musings. 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am   "In Service to the Beloved Community" 

Pulpit Guest: Monique Liston, Ph.D. Worship Leader: Almuth Soffee 

Dr. King promoted The Beloved Community as a difficult yet achievable goal for individuals and communities 

addressing racial justice and equity. The Beloved Community is not a static destination but a dynamic spiritual practice 

that challenges all of us to address our ability to endure struggles against oppression in the name of creating a freedom - 

as - yet – unknown. 
  

About our Guest: Dr. Monique Liston is an innovator, educator, and evaluator. She is the founder of UBUNTU Research 

and Evaluation, a Milwaukee-based learning organization run by black women, which fosters research-based 

accountability to create an equitable world.  The Kaleidoscope Worship Band provides our music today! 
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We are a People of Possibility. That's our January Soul Matters theme! 

The New Year often feels like a time of possibility. A turn of the calendar from one month to the 

next and suddenly there's a blank slate, a clean page, 365 fresh, new days awaiting our 
adventures…. 

But is the turning of a New Year really worthy of our attention?   

History tells us that the New Year is one of the oldest and most universal of human festivals. 

There are scarcely a people, ancient or modern, who have not observed it in one form or another.  

It was even celebrated in ancient Babylon 4000 years ago! But those people marked it in spring 
when new life began sprouting from the earth. At other points in history, the Winter Solstice was 

considered the year’s beginning. It wasn’t until the year 46 BCE that the Romans established 

January 1 as the first day of the year in the western calendar system that we've inherited.   

The idea that time is ordinary and linear and can be measured by dates on the calendar comes 

from the Romans’ neighbors, the ancient Greeks. They called this kind of time Chronos — and we 

visualize it as though time were like a long ruler, with notches marking minutes, days, weeks, 
months and years, even centuries… We use linear time to organize our lives. 

But there is another kind of time: Kairos.  Kairos time is sacred time. Kairos is the home of 
holidays, and it's a kind of time that moves alongside chronological time, but has its own 

rhythm. In Kairos time we mark moments like the birth of a child, the death of a loved one, the 

commitment of two people in marriage – moments that expand into something larger than we 
can fully name or know. 

Holidays are Kairos times because we use them to mark or honor the mystery of life in some way. 
They are important for human spiritual development because pretty much everything else in our 

lives steers us towards the superficiality of Chronos. Chronos shows up in our western cultural 

fascination with progress, which seduces us with the notion that tomorrow will be better than 

today. Our middle-class focus on careers and upward mobility urges us to step and strive along 
linear time toward the future as well. And marketers buy in too, using our nostalgia for the “good 

old days” to sell us products to ease our anxiety about the future. 

But on holidays, we shift away from business as usual, and we grow in soul-power. Listening to 

stories that connect us with the cycle of the earth, doing the rituals that connect us with our 
families or our religious heritage, and practicing meditation or prayers that connect with the 

great human themes of birth, death, and regeneration -- these remind us we are part of a greater 

wholeness. 

The sage John O'Donohue, in his poem "For a New Beginning," says: 

Though your destination is not yet clear --  You can trust the promise of this opening;   

Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning -- That is at one with your life’s desire. 

Sending you blessings and a wish that your entry into 2019 will be full of grace!   

Happy New Year, 

Suzelle 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Minister  
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The Build 2020 Team knows that many of our members 

and friends have questions about what's happening with 
our upcoming renovations. Here are some that folks have 

asked, and our current answers. 

1. I’m new to UUCW. What are we planning to do to the 
building, and why?  

First, welcome! The current project, Build 2020, is an 
outgrowth of important facility needs identified in the 

UUCW Vision 2020 Long Range Plan. Funds for the project 
were raised during the 5-year Build 2020 Capital Campaign 

that began in early 2017. The three main goals of the 
capital campaign were to take care of major system 
maintenance (HVAC system upgrades, roof repair, parking 

lot reconstruction, energy efficiency improvements, 

technology upgrades), improve accessibility throughout 

the building (elevator to all levels, gender-inclusive 

accessible restrooms), and create suitable offices for 
UUCW staff. With sufficient funding, additional goals were 

to also create a more welcoming atmosphere in the foyer 

and community room that included a main floor 

library/café, revitalize the religious education and 
preschool space and redevelop the West Entry.   

2. Who is our architect? How can I find out more? 

Plunkett Raysich Architects, LLP (PRA) and Berghammer 

Construction Corporation are collaborating on our project. 

The Build 2020 Task Force recommended these firms to 

the Board of Trustees following a comprehensive review 

process that ended last spring. You can find more 

information about PRA and Berghammer at their websites 

https://www.prarch.com/ and http://berghammer.com    

3. Why is the Build 2020 project taking so long? When 
will we see plans or architect’s renderings? 
A project of this size is complex. The design process 

involves six steps with building evaluation, space program 
development, schematic design, design development, and 

preparation of construction plans all necessary before 
construction begins. Over the summer PRA conducted an 

evaluation of our building and property and produced a 

comprehensive facility assessment that will guide this and 
future church building and maintenance projects. 
Interviews were also conducted to determine the space 

needs of our congregation. This fall, all of this information, 

as well as information in the Holistic Study prepared by 
Workshop Architects and priorities developed for the Build 

2020 Capital Campaign, was used to prepare a preliminary 
design. The projected construction cost to complete this 

design was prepared by Berghammer and recently 
presented to the task force. Once the final budget is  

 

determined the design will be completed and presented to 
the congregation, and this will likely occur in January or 

February 2019. 

4. I hear that we haven’t raised enough money to do all 
the things we want for the building; is that true? 

While the final budget for the project has not yet been 

approved, we did not raise enough money to complete all 
of the projects outlined in the Build 2020 Capital 
Campaign. For example, we learned that it would take 
nearly $1.2 million, the entire amount raised in the capital 

campaign, to complete just the deficiencies identified in 

the facility assessment completed by PRA. Even after the 
task force reprioritized the maintenance projects and 
certain aspects of the remodeling, such as the elimination 

of redesign of the West Entry and remodeling of the lower 

level, Berghammer’s initial budget projection is that our 

project will cost $1.6 million. That price includes about 
$200,000 for an elevator, an important priority, but it does 

not include the cost of new furniture and appliances, 
estimated to be at least $50,000 - $100,000. The task force 

is currently working with PRA and Berghammer to develop 
a design that will fit our budget yet meet as many or our 

priorities as possible.  

5. Can I still make a pledge to the capital fund to help 

pay for the renovations? 
Of course! It is never too late to make a new pledge or to 
add to an existing pledge. In fact, pledges made now are 

especially timely as the task force is in the process of 

reevaluating our priorities and finalizing a budget 
recommendation for the Board of Trustees. All pledges are 
welcome, of course, but if you have an interest in funding a 

significant portion of a priority especially important to you 
contact Leslie Peterson for more information. Contact 

Leslie also if you are in a construction/remodeling related 
business and you are interested in donating materials to 
the project at reduced cost. All contributions will help 

complete as many priorities as possible. 

6. When will construction start? 
Under the current timeline, construction will start in May 
or June 2019 and continue through the summer. The 
project is projected to take 3-4 months to complete. There 

will be constant communication with the congregation 

during construction, and extensive planning will take place 

to minimize the disruption to regular activities at UUCW. 

7. More Questions? 
If you have other questions contact Phil Kroner, Chair of 

the Build 2020 Task Force, or any of the other task force 
members: Kathy Bradshaw, Pat Kashmerick, Leslie 
Peterson, Rob Zimmerman, Dennis Wanless, Almuth 
Soffee, Mike Brown, Vicki Banville, and Rev. Suzelle Lynch. 

https://www.prarch.com/
http://berghammer.com/
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Happy New Year, UUCW! 

November and December have been a whirlwind of activity 

in Religious Education, especially for our middle school 

groups. As a group, we’ve been working hard, and learning 
about how “shop local” and “shop black” movements can 
both uplift and sustain our neighbors within the greater 

Milwaukee community. 

But our explorations have not come without questions.  

During our visit to Sherman Phoenix, a parent asked how 

supporting “black-owned” businesses was an act of 
justice. And this is a valid question. For so long, the work of 

“social justice” has focused on feeding, clothing, and 
sometimes “giving voice” to those who are suffering within 

society. But ally-ship can also look like utilizing our 
resources to sustain the hard work of our neighbors. This 

form of ally-ship provides dignified opportunities for those 
who so often have no choice but to accept charity as a 
means of survival. 

As we get ready to move into the January of another new 
year, I cannot help but think about the Reverend Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. In one of his final speeches, given just a few 

short weeks before his assassination, Dr. King compelled 

the community of Grosse Pointe, Michigan to consider the 
condition of the “Other America” of his time. Dr. King was 

speaking to a community that intentionally segregated 
itself from communities of color as a means of “social” and 

“cultural” protection. And in his courageous speech, Dr. 
King reminded the community of Grosse Pointe that this 
isolation created blindness that prevented folks from truly 

being able to see the violence that racism and the poverty 

that stems from systematic racism causes. In our journey 
to Sherman Phoenix, our 6th through 8th-grade students 
learned that supporting local, black businesses ultimately 

works to uphold Unitarian Universalism’s first principle; 

there is inherent worth and dignity in all people. In the 
case of “shopping black”, our 6th through 8th grade UU’s 
learned that recognizing this inherent worth and dignity 

can compel them to support entrepreneurship that lifts 

the community, allowing community to thrive in a 
dignified and meaningful way. And though he was not a 
UU, I believe that Dr. King would define this type of 
recognition and support as valid and meaningful ally-ship. 

 

 

So, what’s next on the RE plate for our adventurous middle 
school students? We will continue to explore what ally-ship 

looks like when both groups visit St. Matthew CME church 

at the end of January. Established in 1898, St. Matthew 
was the first historically black denomination to establish 
itself in Milwaukee and has consistently and 
conscientiously served as a beacon in the fight for civil 

rights within the greater Milwaukee community. 

Finally, since our inaugural RE movie night was a success, 
the RE department is excited to announce that we will be 
trying to hold thematic monthly movie nights. Contact me 
with ideas of what you would like movie night to include; 

after all, religious education is for all of us.  Ideas for 

January are still being worked out, but my hope is that we 

will be able to celebrate the 90th anniversary of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s birth in a visually meaningful way. Stay 

tuned for details. 

Until next time. Peace. 

Marsha Thrall 

P.S. – If you’d like to know more about Dr. King’s message 

to Grosse Pointe Michigan’s Human Concerns Committee, 

follow this link. The message is a powerful one. 

https://www.gphistorical.org/mlk/mlkspeech/    

Contact Marsha Thrall, Religious Education Coordinator 
via the church office. 

 

Are you looking for a new activity to get you through the 

winter? Consider the Women's Book Discussion Group, 
which meets every second Wednesday at the church. In 
January, we will be reading Trevor Noah's book, Born a 
Crime.  Please join us on Wednesday, January 9 at 7:00 

pm. Men and women are welcome. Questions? Contact 

Kathy Schwei or Marilyn Swanson via the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 

https://www.gphistorical.org/mlk/mlkspeech/
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What is the most important purpose of a good Religious 

Education program? 

More than 40 UU’s from Milwaukee, Madison, Fox Valley 
and UUCW (12 members, ministers, and staff), gathered at 
First Unitarian Society in Milwaukee on December 8 for a 
workshop to explore trends in Unitarian Universalist 

Religious Education.  This is part of our 5-step process 

which will lead to a recommendation for our cherished RE 

programs.  Each month, from now through May, we will 

highlight one of our Transition steps. 

Step One: Attend a discovery session on RE trends.  

Completed! 

The Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy from the Fox Valley UU 
Fellowship in Appleton led the interactive discussion 

where we were guided through questions such as: 

•    What are the strengths of your current RE program? 

•    What’s the main point of RE? 

•    What do we want a child who goes through our RE 

     program to “know” by the time they are an adult? 

•    How can UUCW fulfill RE needs? 

Rev. Leone-Tracy reminded us that even if a child attended 
RE every-single-Sunday, they would only receive about 

four hours of religious education per month. 

During the session, we learned about the three types of RE 

curriculum: 

1.    Explicit curriculum – those things we directly teach 
or say 

2.    Implicit curriculum – the things we actually do and 

the assumptions that drive our actions.  Most of what 
children learn comes from this.  

3.    The null curriculum – what we don’t say (and what 

is learned by the fact that we do not talk about 
certain topics) 

We also learned about several trends in RE.   

•    Immersive methods like "maker spaces," and 
"ChurchCraft" online gaming, and a children's chapel 
model where the "sermon" involves children moving 

to different "centers" or "stations" to take in the 
lesson of the day. 

•    Middle Hour - which involves having RE for children 
AND adults between services instead of concurrent 

with them.   

•    Container models like the "workshop rotation 

method" which allow for one-time teaching by 
"experts" from the congregation.   

UUCW's workshop participants had a lively conversation 
on “What is the point of RE?”  “Why do we do it?” The 

ultimate goal: to raise children to be Unitarian 
Universalists challenged and expanded our thinking 
beyond the content of lessons and curricula. 

We look forward to hearing from YOU on the questions 
above, including what you see as the most important thing 

UUCW can do to strengthen its RE programs. Watch for and 

participate in any/all of the next steps as we explore 

together! 

Step Two JANUARY: A simple survey about RE will be sent 

to children, youth, and members 

Step Three FEBRUARY: Second workshop with expert RE 
consultant Kim Sweeney, Kim Sweeney on Feb 23 about RE 

Identity and the big framework of shifts in RE and culture. 

Step Four MARCH: Focus Groups 

Step Five APRIL/MAY: Compile results and present 

recommendations 

For more information about the RE Transition and to get 

involved, contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office. 

The Earth Ministry and Stewardship committees have 
joined forces to collect and recycle scrap metal to 

encourage greater recycling and to raise funds for UUCW. 

Start savings your cans, along with those old metal shears, 

hammers, stakes and other metal products that you no 

longer need, but are loath to throw into the weekly 
garbage collection. 

The program will officially kick off on Sunday, January 

13th, when we will be collecting the metal in the 
community room after both services. 

After the kick-off, there will be a bin located by the lower 
level coat rack where you can drop off your metal at any 

time, after January 13th.  

If you have large pieces of metal that you want to recycle, 
let the office know and we’ll make arrangements with you 

to pick it up. For more information, contact Leslie Peterson 
via the church office.   
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The January Food Pantry items will be given to the Hebron 
House of Hospitality in Waukesha. It has two emergency 

shelters that allow homeless people to stay for 30 to 45 
days. It also has a shelter for 32 families who are allowed 

to stay 6 months to a year. Also admitted are drop-ins for 
the homeless. Special needs at this time are:  

 Coffee 
 Paper towels 

 Toilet paper 
 Diapers (any size) 

 Garbage bags (preferably with ties) 

A Volunteer is Needed! A church member or friend is 

needed to take these items to Hebron House of Hospitality 
sometime between January 28 – February 1. Hebron 

House is located at 819 East Avenue in Waukesha. Call 

Ellen Newbauer via the church office, for times to deliver 

the pantry items. Thank you all! Ellen Newbauer and 
Melanie Weston, Co-chairs. 

 

 

“To meditate is look deeply and see the things 
that others cannot see, including the wrong 

views that lie at the base of our suffering.”  

     — Thich Nhat Hanh 

      from The Art of Living 
 

Meditate with us to deepen your own practice or to 

experience meditation as a beginner (we have 
handouts for basic meditation practice). You can sit on 

the floor or in a chair. You can chose to meditate 20 or 

45 minutes. Join us for one or both groups. 

Morning Group meets Wednesdays:  

10:00 to 11:00 am 

Evening Group meets Tuesdays: 
5:30 to 6:30 pm 

If you are running late, just come in quietly and join us 

sitting in meditation. For more info, contact Helen 

Klimowicz via the church office. 

 

 

 

Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach and 
generosity. Each month we give half of all undesignated 

offering monies to a non-profit organization as a way to 
help us live our Unitarian Universalist values and serve our 

community. 

For January our Split the Plate partner organization is 

Laundry Love MKE, which began as a small mission to just 
provide the dignity of clean clothes and has grown into a 

caring community full of friends and fellowship. Laundry 
Love is a collaborative project that brings together a 

laundromat at 801 E. Capitol Dr. in Milwaukee, the Ladies 

of Charity from the Milwaukee Archdiocese, and 

representatives of several other local area churches.   

The idea for Laundry Love was born 14 years ago when a 

homeless man living in Ventura, Calif., was asked what he 

needed. “If I had clean clothes,” he said, “I think people 

would treat me like a human being.” Laundry Love sites — 
laundromats that periodically provide free use of their 
machines to those in need — are opening all over the 

country.  The Milwaukee Laundry Love is held at the "Your 

Laundry" laundromat on the third Monday of every month 

between 9 am and noon. The last load of wash must get 
underway by 10:30 am. The machines are free at that time 

and volunteers help people stuff loads of dirty clothes into 

washers or plop wet ones into dryers. Free cookies and 

other refreshments are available, and children are 
welcome to play. The project is funded entirely by 

donations and volunteer labor. 

The benefit to participants goes far beyond the value of 

having clean clothes and linens. They are always greeted 

with smiles, hugs, and questions about how they and their 
families are doing. On one recent day, when it was cold 
and forbidding outside, inside the laundromat it was warm 

and welcoming, and children were dashing all around. Off 
to one side, sitting on a bright yellow stool, was Georgia 

Tyson. Tyson said she became homeless at the end of an 
abusive relationship. She has an apartment now, but she 

hates to leave it. People frighten her, she said. "I've been 
through a lot," she said. “I had to take two of my 
antidepressants just so I could be here. Just to be out." But 
there she was: Out. "This," she said, "is awesome." 

For more information about Laundry Love, contact Anne 

Haines, M.R.S., RespectLife Director for Urban Ministry, 
hainesa@archmil.org, 262-339-0367. For Split the Plate 

info, contact Sue Schalig via the church office.
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DUUversity is a UUCW affinity group of members and 
friends who support diversity in the Milwaukee area by 

attending local theater productions that feature different 
cultural and ethical themes. Following the play, all those 

who are interested gather at a local restaurant for 
conversation about the performance and its meaning for 

us as individuals and as members of the community. 

The group is open to everyone who enjoys theatre and an 

interesting discussion. Look over the offerings for this year, 
decide which ones you would like to attend, buy your own 

tickets, and join us for as many or as few as you want. Let 

Kristin Fewel (via the church office) know you are planning 

to attend, and she will help others facilitate carpooling and 
restaurant reservations. The January performance is: 

Photograph 51 by Anna Ziegler 

Sunday, January 20th, 2:00 pm 

Renaissance Theater Group - Studio Theater, 
Broadway Theater Center 
158 N. Broadway, Milwaukee 

414-291-7800  www.r-t-w-.com 
 

British scientist Rosalind Franklin was the sole woman 

in a field dominated by men working to discover the 
double helix structure of DNA.  Her part in this work is 
often overlooked. This is a play about ambition, 

isolation, and the race for greatness. This production 

brings a balance of scientific subject matter and 

theatrical storytelling. For a complete 2018-19 
performance schedule, look for the program flyer in the 

church foyer or go to www.uucw.org. 
 

 

Great Books is discussing First Mothers: The Women Who 

Shaped the Presidents by Bonnie Angelo, Chapters 1-6 on 

Monday, January 14 at 10 am.  We will be discussing 
Chapters 7-12 on Monday, February 11. First Mothers: The 
Women Who Shaped the Presidents is an in-depth look at 

mother-son relationships of our most recent American 
presidents from Franklin D. Roosevelt to Bill Clinton. 
If you have any questions, please contact co-facilitator 
Joyce Prewitt or Kit Hansen via the church office. 

 

 

 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle… Called the “three R’s” of waste 
management, this waste hierarchy is the guidance 

suggested for creating a sustainable life. This year Earth 
Ministry’s Donation Rotation events make it easy (and fun) 

to get items reused before they may be recycled. 

Set aside jewelry, scarves, purses, and neckties that you 

would like to share with others for the Fashion Accessory 
Donation Rotation on Sunday, January 20. Bring items to 

tables in the Community Room at the beginning of the 9:15 
or 11:00 am service. This rotation will be one Sunday only. 

All ages are welcome to browse and get something free. 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming Donation Rotations: 

January 20 — Fashion Accessories: jewelry, neckties, 
scarves, and purses 

February 17 — Sports Gear: baseball, basketball, skiing, 

pool toys, golf, etc. 

March 17 — Entertainment: movies, music, CDs, DVDs, 
tapes, and VCRs  

April 14 — Home Decoration Accessories: picture frames, 

artwork, vases, linens, bedding 

For more information, contact Helen Klimowicz via the 
church office. 

 
 

Each year UUCW distributes money in the form of grants 
from our Endowment Fund for projects aligned with the 

long-term interests of our church. In January and early 
February, the Endowment Committee will be soliciting 
grant requests for 2019. Last year the Fund distributed 

over $38,000 in grants. 

Grant Request Forms containing additional details and 
requirements will be available on the table on the church 
foyer in January. The deadline for requests will be mid-

February and the Grant awards will be announced in 
March. For more information contact Leslie Peterson, 
UUCW Treasurer, via the church office.  

 

 

http://www.r-t-w-.com/
http://www.uucw.org/
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The UUCW group for frisky mature members and friends 
will meet on January 9th from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. The 

topic for January Wednesday’s meeting is “Tips for Healthy 
Living”. These will be personally used methods (some 

secret) that our group members have used to successfully 
navigate decades of life.  

Coffee and tea will be served along with cookies for 
dessert. Please bring a bag lunch and prepare for a fun 

discussion. All over 50 years of age are welcome to come, 
listen and share. Bring yourself and your curiosity! 

For questions or if you need a ride, call Charlene Carter via 

the church office. 
 

 

Our Song Circle gathering will lift your spirits as we begin 
the new year. Singing is good for your brain, and it's a fun 

social time, too! Our gatherings are held on the third 
Friday of each month, so mark your calendars. 

We enjoy using our copies of the book Rise Up Singing, 
along with our two UU hymnals, to give us ideas for songs 

to share together. This is not a concert and no instruments 
are required! Easy to learn songs will include classic songs 

of peace, nature, social justice, hymns, and rounds. This 

adult Song Circle is open to the public, so bring your 
friends, too! Please bring a snack to share (optional), 

and/or your water bottle. Hot tea will be available. Contact 

Sarah Stokes via the church office  with any questions. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Tap Roots will meet on Monday, January 28 at 7:00 pm 
at The Silver Spur, 13275 W Watertown Plank Rd., Elm 
Grove. This convivial drop in affinity group is for anyone, 
member and non-member alike, who likes dialog, not 
debate, over deeper philosophical, ethical and theological 

issues. Jim Gerber will host. RSVP's unnecessary but 

appreciated to Jim via the church office. 

 

 

Planet Earth II explores the unique characteristics of 

Earth’s most iconic habitats and the extraordinary ways 

animals survive within them. New technology has allowed 
stories to be captured in an unparalleled level of detail. 
From wildlife spectacle to intimate encounters, Planet 

Earth II takes you closer than ever before. 

Join us for Friday night potlucks and viewing of one 50-

minute episode of Planet Earth II: 

January 26th – 6:30 pm Potluck and Fellowship 

Episode 3: Jungles 

Jungles are the richest places on Earth filled with a 

magical world of surprise, drama and unforgettable wild 

characters. From the jungles of Brazil, home to caiman 
hunting jaguars and strange jungle dolphins that swim in 
the treetops, to Costa Rica where ninja frogs fight huge 

wasps, you can watch as the animals face life in the most 

competitive place on Earth. Follow alongside the beautiful 

indri as she bounces through the forest in Madagascar and 
stays out late at night to witness glow-in-the-dark 

creatures never before filmed! There are even mini ‘dragon 

lizards’ with a special trick to deal with life in the jungle! 

February 22nd – 6:30 pm Potluck and Fellowship 

Episode 4: Deserts 

In this episode, we visit the world’s deserts, a land of 
extremes. Animals here have developed ingenious ways of 

dealing with hostile conditions – giving rise to the most 
incredible survival stories. A pride of desert lions is so 

hungry they risk hunting a giraffe several times their size. 
Male sand grouse fly nearly 200 kilometers each day from 

their nests to the nearest waterhole, simply to collect 
water for their chicks – and when they arrive there are 

predators waiting for them. And, never filmed before, a 
tiny bat takes on the deadliest scorpions just to get a meal. 

For more information, contact Almuth Soffee via the 

church office.  

 

Join this early-rising group Tuesday, January 8 at 7:45 
am at Bakers Square at 15300 Bluemound Rd., Elm 

Grove. Come again or for the first time for conversations 
on current events, philosophy, or movies, in a small group. 
Contact facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 
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Are you interested in learning more about racism in our 

ourselves and our society? Has fear ever held you back 
from talking about racism with others or participating in 
actions for racial justice? If so, consider becoming part of 
the UUCW Black Lives Matter Reflection/Action group. This 
drop-in group has been meeting on the second Saturday 

morning of each month for the past year. The purpose of 
the group is two-fold – first to educate ourselves about the 

realities of racism and white supremacy culture, how it 
affects us as individuals and is embedded in our 

institutions; and second, to help each other overcome our 

fears by attending racial justice programs and actions in 
the community.   

Over the past year, we’ve discussed topics such as white 

privilege, white fragility, legal underpinnings of 

institutional racism, how to talk with others about racial 

issues, and our UU history around both supporting racism 
and fighting against it. We’ve read articles, watched 

videos, shared personal experiences and questions, and 

discussed the book, The Color of Law. We’ve attended 
programs/actions with multi-racial community 

organizations MICAH and Common Ground at various 

locations in Milwaukee; carpooled to the three Reggie 
Jackson lectures in Sherman Park on “Do Black Lives 

Matter: The Hidden History Behind Today’s Headlines,” 
enjoyed the Juneteenth Day street festival, and visited the 
DuSable Museum of African American history on the south 
side of Chicago. In all cases, we’ve reflected on how what 

we are learning and doing affects us personally and helps 
us get involved in action for change. 

If you are interested in joining us, the next group meeting 
will be on Saturday, January 12 from 9:00 – 11:00 am at 
UUCW. If you are interested, but not able to attend, please 

contact Ann Heidkamp via the church office.  You’ll get on 
the email list for future meetings and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

On Wednesday, January 23, from 5:00 – 8:00 pm, 
researchers from the Columbia (University) Research Lab 

will present the results of their study "Mass Supervision in 
Wisconsin" at the Wisconsin African American Women's 

Center, 3020 W. Vliet St., Milwaukee. Following the 
presentation, a panel of those directly impacted will 

discuss the human costs of Wisconsin's criminal justice 
policies. After a dinner break, there will be a training 

session on how to promote change through the state 
budget process. This training session is offered in 

preparation for WISDOM's Madison Action Day on Tuesday, 

March 26th.   

More information about the forum at https://goo.gl/ZHfjLJ  
For more information about Social Action Committee, 

contact Tom Moore, Social Action Committee, via the 

church office. 
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Join us for Friday night potlucks and viewing of one 50-minute episode of the PBS Planet Earth II Series. 

January 26  

6:30 pm 
  

Episode 3: Jungles 

February 22 

6:30 pm 

 

Episode 4: Deserts 

In the world’s 
harshest 
deserts 
animals must 
develop 
ingenious ways 
of dealing with 
the hostile 
conditions. 

Jungles are the 
richest places on 
Earth filled with 
a magical world 

of surprise, 
drama and 

unforgettable 
wild characters. 

(Look inside on page 8 for more details.) 


