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Sunday, April 8, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am            “The Mindful Emergence of Happiness” 

Pulpit Guest: Randall Kratz, FEI Behavioral Health                                     Worship Coordinator: Deb Ruesch  

Join Pulpit Guest Randy Kratz as he addresses the connection between happiness, health and stress management 
and the power of optimism, gratitude and compassion. Together, we will explore the relationship between diet and 
our moods, how slowing down can help us learn greater appreciation, and the importance of developing meaningful 
relationships. These life skills can be used in many ways and have the potential to raise our happiness as well as the 
happiness of those around us! Come enjoy some Special Music from the UUCW Adult Choir. 
 
About Our Guest: Randy Kratz is a licensed clinical social worker and professional counselor in the state of 
Wisconsin, providing counseling and supervisory roles in outpatient and hospital settings for over 15 years. Randy 
has also been a workplace consultant for over 20 years. As an engaging adult educator, he offers deep insights, 
heartfelt presence, and the fine art of story-telling to gently encourage exploration into areas that could benefit from 
a little tender loving care. 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                “How to Build Your Own Theology” 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and the Kaleidoscope Worship Band 

What do you believe? By what principles and values do you live your life? Our Unitarian Universalist faith has no 
creed — that is, no central cast-in-concrete statement about god, human nature, or right and wrong that we must 
affirm to be UUs. Instead, we “build our own theology,” consciously or unconsciously, as our ideas on what is 
spiritual, on human nature, ultimate reality, values, ethics, and what our beliefs require of us manifest now and 
change over time. “Building Your Own Theology” can be an eight-week UU course for adults; in today’s service, we’ll 
provide a snapshot! 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                      “Sacred Complexity” 

Kimberlee Carlson, Ministerial Intern, with the Rev. Suzelle Lynch  

We are woven together in ways seen and unseen. What does the Earth teach us about the connections that bind our 
fates intricately together? While spring is awakening on this Earth Day, let us discover how science, nature and our 
Unitarian Universalist faith can help tend to the sacred connections that hold us all together. Beautiful music is 
provided by the UUCW Adult Choir. 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am “EarthSpirit Beltane:  Blossoms Emerge!” 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, the EarthSpirit Dancers and the Solstice Singers  

At the earth-centered holiday of Beltane, we gather in a circle and take note of what’s blooming in our lives, and 
consider what we need to do to nurture those blooms into bearing fruit. With stories, songs and participatory ritual, 
we mark the season and take its wisdom into our lives.  
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Do you know Marley Dias? She’s a determined 13-year old who loves to 
read. But back when she was in the sixth grade, Marley was frustrated. 
All the books her school wanted her to read were “about white boys 
and their dogs.” 

Where were the books that featured kids like Marley herself? According 
to an analysis from the Cooperative Children's Book Center at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, just 8.4% of 3,400 trade books 
published in the U.S. in 2016 had an African American main character. 

The numbers of books with protagonists of Latino, American Indian or Asian/Pacific 
descent were even smaller: only 1.6% featured a Native American character in a 
starring role; 5%, had a Latino protagonist; and just 7%, were about a character of 
Asian/Pacific descent. (And in my personal experience as the mom of a biracial Asian-
white kid, many of those books assume Asian folks are “foreigners.”) In Nov. 2015, 
Marley Dias launched a campaign called #1000BlackGirlBooks — her goal was to collect 
and donate 1,000 books that feature black girls as the main character.  She’s now 
distributed ten times that number, and has written a book of her own! 

Like Marley Dias, Black Unitarian Universalists need to see themselves reflected in 
important places — like church! That’s partly why the Black Lives of UU Organizing 
Collective (also called BLUU) has emerged. 

BLUU is made up of black UU religious professionals, and it 
works to provide support, information and resources for 
Black Unitarian Universalists. They also work to expand 
the role and visibility of Black UUs within our faith. Their 
third goal is justice-making and liberation through our 
faith — and it is under this goal that they have helped 
congregations like ours hold a white supremacy teach-in 
(spring 2017) and our January worship service called 
“Hearing Black UU Voices.”  

Along with all UU congregations, we at UUCW have been 
asked to commit ourselves to the work of understanding 
and dismantling white supremacy culture, racism and oppression within our 
congregation, our UU Association, and beyond. The UUA has promised to give BLUU 
$5.3 million to dedicate to their work — to fund it now, and endow its future work. 
Every UU congregation has been asked to commit to giving $10 per member to help the 
UUA keep that promise.  

Our UUCW Board will decide how much to give and how the money will be raised. As I 
write this, we are still in the middle of the 2018-19 Pledge Drive to fund the church 
budget — and we don’t yet know if we’ll have what we need! Fortunately, we have until 
June, 2018 to make our BLUU pledge, and until June 2019 to fulfill it.   

Why should we give $10 per member for BLUU? Are we going to benefit directly? As a 
congregation, we’ve already received benefits. But more importantly, Black UUs will 
benefit, whether those UUs are members of UUCW or other congregations! Support, 
fellowship, feeling understood, sharing experiences, and changing the culture of our 
UU faith — those are some of the blessings in store! Helping make it happen will 
benefit us all, too. 

Find out more by searching “BLUU” or “Black Lives of UU” at www.uua.org. As you do, 
think of Marley helping thousands of black children see themselves as heroes of the 
stories they read! Our Black UU siblings are protagonists, heroes and main characters 
of our faith — let’s affirm and amplify their voices! 

   With abiding affection, 
 
 
 

Marley Dias 
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I want to thank all of you for your 
participation in our “Activate!” Pledge 
Drive. We had good attendance at our two 
events and we are well on our way to our 
goal of raising $472,000 for the 2018-2019 

fiscal year. As of this March 21st, 183 households have 
made their pledges, and we have raised $378,080 which 
is 80% of our goal. The pledge goal is $474,300 and we 
still need to gather pledges for $96,220. So if you haven't 
had time to make your pledge yet, please try to get your 
pledge in soon. 

In the past I have sometimes wondered "Why do we need 
this much money" and "Where is it all going?" I am 
involved in a number of things at UUCW, but it is only a 
small subset of the activities and services that are 
provided on a regular basis. This is by no means a 
complete list, but UUCW currently puts resources into: 

 Build 2020 Project — doing renovations, improvements, 
and preparing UUCW for the future 

 Religious Education Programs — guiding our children in 
their search for truth and meaning 

 Adult Faith Development — programs for adult spiritual 
and personal development 

 Young Adult Ministry — helping our young adults find 
spirituality, friendship, and purpose 

 UUCW support for the River West Food Pantry 

 UUCW support for the Guest House men's shelter 

 “Split the Plate” initiatives to support positive 
organizations in the greater Milwaukee area 

 Support for Common Ground — we partner with 
Common Ground and support their efforts to do 
positive things in the Milwaukee area 

 Black Lives Matter — Social Action Group for 
combatting racism and oppression 

 Supporting DUUversity Theater — dramatic & musical 
productions to support diversity in the Milwaukee area 

 Meditation Group — shared meditation to support your 
own spiritual practice 

 Tap Roots: A Pub Spirituality Group — off-site group 
discussions of culture and pondering life's questions 
over a few beers at a local pub 

 UUCW Adult Choir — an opportunity to realize your 
inner musical aspirations under expert guidance!  

 Special Music Services and Programs — Kaleidoscope 
Band, multi-generational & children's choirs for 
holidays, and performances by other musical guests 

 Ecological Programs and Support — Earth day 
activities, an Annual River cleanup in association with 
Milwaukee Riverkeepers, the Waukesha Green Team, 
and other organizations  

 Wisdom & Whimsy — a group for mature members and 
friends of UUCW to meet with other seasoned elders for 
fun, fellowship and other activities 

The list goes on and on. There are many other programs 
and services that I have not mentioned. I hope you are 
able to take advantage of at least some of these 
programs. If you are not, you should. UUCW strives to 
provide programs and opportunities to serve the needs 
of our congregation, and also to provide support for 
organizations beyond our walls that provide services to 
the greater community that are in line with our UU 
beliefs and values. 

Some of these services don't take a lot of direct funding, 
but some do. Most of these take time, staff support, and 
some amount of resources to put together and manage. 
This is all in addition to providing the regular Sunday 
services and running and maintaining the building and 
grounds. 

You should be proud of the programs and organizations 
your pledge dollars are supporting and feel good about 
where your money is going. We are making a difference 
here at home and helping to make the world outside our 
walls a better place for everyone to live in. 

Contact Kurt and the Board of Trustees via the church 
office. 

Your Stewardship Committee thanks everyone who has made a pledge to 
UUCW for the 2018-19 Fiscal Year Operating Budget. For UUCW to be such an 
inspiring, warm, spiritually nourishing community, it takes all of us — adults, 
teens and children. And our financial pledges help this congregation make 
our world a better place. Thank you for all you give! 

If you have not yet pledged, simply contact the church office. The staff would 
be happy to help you make your commitment. 

Call the office and speak with Liz Emmerling-Ginnow, Administrative 
Assistant, or leave a confidential voice mail for her.  You may also pledge via 
email to uucw@uucw.org. And if you need help looking up last year’s pledge, 
Liz would be glad to assist you! 
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There are some folks who go above and 
beyond in their service to UUCW. Our annual awards are 
designed to acknowledge and honor these special 
members who give so much, and in some cases, for so 
long. Nominations are now being accepted, and award 
winners will be selected by the Board of Trustees and 
announced at the UUCW Annual Meeting on June 3, 2018. 

The Annual Trustees Awards are given to up to three 
individuals each year. These awards are given to 
individuals or groups who took action exhibiting 
excellence, initiative and commitment, or enhanced the 
life of the congregation, or who represented our 
congregation in the community in a manner that had 
definable results or outcomes. 

The Long Term Service Award, as its name implies, 
focuses on long-term commitment or activities. This 
award goes to one individual who exhibited, over time, 
commitment to a service or project, or to an individual 
who contributed to multiple activities or projects over a 
significant period of time. 

To nominate someone for these awards, please submit 
the name and up to 75 words describing what the 
individual or group has done to merit the award. Submit 
nominations to the Board of Trustees by May 20 via the 
church office. Questions? Contact Kathy Herrewig  or 
Melanie Weston via the church office. 

Spring is here. Robins are showing up 
in our yards. Daffodils are spreading 
sunny joy. How can anyone not be 
happy? Unfortunately, troubles can 

intrude on anyone’s happiness. Everything from 
personal problems, work related concerns, or the 
constant bad news bombarding us through the daily 
news leave many of us depressed. There is a bright area, 
though. It is the Lay Pastoral Care Team. 

Lay Pastoral Care Team members are confidential, 
nonjudgmental listeners who do not offer advice or 
therapy. Many persons find the emergence of a solution 
to their problem by talking to a trained, compassionate 
listener. 

Individuals may seek support for themselves, or a friend 
or a family member may suggest the Lay Pastoral Team 
contact the person. A team member will  initiate a call 
to introduce themselves and Lay Pastoral Care services, 
and to ask if this would be helpful. 

Contact Lay Pastoral Care, Rev. Suzelle Lynch, or Rev. 
Joyce Palmer via the church office. All calls will be 
handled confidentially.  

The Midwest Leadership School 
creates opportunities to learn about the history of 
Unitarian Universalism, yourself as an individual, and 
your role as a member of a congregation in a larger 
movement grounded in liberal theology. There is an Adult 
School and a Youth School, which do several activities 
together and safely interact. 

Anyone wishing to increase their leadership skills in a 
church context is encouraged to attend. Many incoming 
board members and presidents find this to be an 
excellent preparation for their service. Many youth enjoy 
being with like-minded peers, and the supportive 
environment enables them to help discern and activate 
their leadership passions. 

Read more about MidWest Leadership School at 
www.mwls.org. 

Spring is coming…and UU Wellspring 
sign-up is coming, too. May is 
Wellspring month at UUCW and you’ll 
be hearing about the program and 
invited to consider whether you might 
like to participate.     

UU Wellspring is a 10-month journey of spiritual 
exploration, guidance and deepening for Unitarian 
Universalists. The UU Wellspring experience draws upon 
our abundant UU history, Principles and faith Sources 
as the foundation for our personal and communal 
spiritual journeys.  Here at UUCW, we are completing 
our sixth year of offering the UU Wellspring program!     

Each Sunday during the month of May, there will be a 
table in the Community Room, staffed by UUCW 
members who have participated in the program.  
Registration for fall groups is being held during the 
month of May. Information is also available at the UU 
Wellspring website:  www.uuwellspring.com.  We look 
forward to seeing you… so do plan to stop by to visit — 
and to sign-up!    

For more information, please contact Patricia D’Auria 
via the church office.    
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Here's an opportunity to help 
care for the church property 
and socialize with fellow 
church members.  

Join other church members 
on Saturday, May 5 from 8:30 
am - 1:00 pm to prepare the 
church property for the summer season. Tasks include 
weeding, clearing plant debris, laying mulch, and 
picking up sticks. 

Tools are available, but anyone is welcome to bring their 
own. Tools needed may include work gloves, rakes, 
shovels, wheel barrels, pruning shears, and leaf blowers. 

Children ages 7-and-up are invited to work alongside 
their family. Lunch will be provided. For more 
information, contact Vicki Banville, Church 
Administrator, via the church office. 

New books in the library include 
three books on gender identity 
recommended by Alex Kapitan 
and donated by Joyce Cable. 
They are: Redefining Realness: 
My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much More by 
Janet Mock, Gender and Sexuality for Beginners by 
Jaimee Garbacik, and Beyond Magenta: Transgender 
Teens Speak Out by Susan Kuklin. Also new is Runaway 
Inequality by Les Leopold, which is a basic book about 
income inequality. 

These books are all on the New Book shelf. Come and 
check them out and take a look at what else the library 
has to offer. Any questions contact Carolyn Lawrence, 
Library Committee Chair via the church office. 

PrideFest Milwaukee is an exciting community 
experience produced each year by the non-profit 
organization Milwaukee Pride, Inc. PrideFest is a 
celebration of the culture and accomplishments of our 
local LGBTQ+ community, a time for needs and issues to 
be communicated, and for networking and support to be 
shared! It’s also three days of fun music, comedy, food, 
self-expression, and family-friendly activities held on 
June 8-10, 2018. 

This year, the SE Wisconsin Unitarian Universalist 
Congregations are planning to participate at PrideFest 
via a booth in the Health and Wellness Commons 
alongside our many Milwaukee-Area LGBTQ+ affirming 
faith communities. We’re partnering with the Queer and 
Allied Faith Leaders of Milwaukee (QAFL) to host a part of 
the festival where attendees can know they are “blessed 
and beloved.” Recently, Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Intern 
Minister Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson met with QAFL to 
begin planning the UU presence at PrideFest, and we’d 
love to have your help as volunteers in our booth — 
contact Rev. Suzelle to offer your assistance and find out 
more: 262-782-3535 x12 or rev.lynch@uucw.org. You can 
find out more about PrideFest at http://pridefest.com/. 

Pride Parade, too! For the past several years, UUCW has 
organized our UU presence in the Milwaukee Pride 
Parade, too, which steps off at 2:00 pm on Sunday, June 
10, on S. 2nd St. near Lapham Blvd. in Milwaukee. We 
need a Parade Coordinator this year if we are to take 
part — again, contact Rev. Suzelle to volunteer! The 
Parade Coordinator will take responsibility for 
communicating with interested participants from all the 
local UU congregations, and will be on site at the parade 
to marshal our group. UUCW will pay the registration fee.   

Join us in continuing our UU tradition of celebrating 
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities, 
and the joyful work of linking communities, generations, 
and diverse groups at Pride! 

Our Build 2020 Team is moving 
swiftly to choose between a 
number of design-build firms which 

are interested in bidding on our building renovations 
project.  Interviews will take place in early April, and then 
recommendations from the team will go to the Board of 
Trustees. To review, our Build 2020 project’s goal is to 
make it possible to use our UUCW facilities in the most 
effective way to serve the mission and the ministries of 

our church. A sizeable portion of the project is taking care 
of deferred maintenance on major building 
systems/components such as our HVAC systems and the 
sanctuary roof. Some of the work we do will be fairly 
invisible, in other words, but it will safeguard our 
building for the present and future! And other parts of 
the project will make for a more useful and welcoming 
facility for everyone. 

Watch the newsletter, e-news and website for more 
information, or contact Phil Kroner, Chair, Build 2020 
Task Force via the church office. 
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This group meets the second 
Tuesday of every month; next 
meeting Tuesday, April 10 at 7:45 
am at Bakers Square at 15300 
Bluemound Road, Elm Grove. 

Come again or for the first time for conversations on 
current events, philosophy, movies, vacations, seminal 
books, in a small group, usually 6-9.  For information, 
contact facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 

In April, the Women’s Book 
Discussion group is reading A Man 
Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman. This 
popular story features a cranky old 
man and his developing 
relationship with his neighbors.  

Please join us on Wednesday, April 
11 at 7:00 pm. Men and women 
are welcome. Questions? Contact Kathy Schwei or 
Marilyn Swanson via the church office. 

 

UUCW’s fellowship group for 
mature members and friends 
April gathering revisits “The 
Soul” with Rev. Suzelle Lynch as 
guest and discussion leader.  
Come explore this often elusive 
topic on Wednesday, April 11 
from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.  
Bring a bag lunch and coffee, tea 
and cookies will be provided. For more information, 
please contact Charlene Carter via the church office. 

Great Books is discussing 
Georgia: A Novel of Georgia 
O'Keeffe by Dawn Tripp on 
Monday, April 9 at 10 am. 
Written as a novel, the book is a 
story about the life of American 
master painter Georgia O'Keefe, 
her tumultuous relationship with 
photographer Alfred Stieglitz and 
her struggle to come of age as a 
woman in her own right. 

Great Books will be discussing 
How to be Both by Ali Smith on Monday, May 14. If you 
have any questions, please contact co-facilitator Joyce 
Prewitt or Kit Hansen via the church office. 

                         

“Meditation is based on the  premise that the natural state of the mind is calm and 
clear. It provides a way to train our mind to settle  into this state. Our first reason 
for meditating might be that we want some freedom from our agitated mind. We 
want to discover the basic goodness of our natural mind. 

To do this  requires us first to slow down and experience our mind as it is. In the 
process, we get to know how our mind works. We see that wherever the mind is 
abiding — in anger, in desire, in jealousy, or in peace — that is where we also are 
abiding. We begin to see that we have a choice in the matter: we do not have to act 
at the whim of every thought. We can abide peacefully. Meditation is a way to slow 
down and see how our mind works.” 

           — from How to Meditate by Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche 

Join us for shared meditation on Wednesdays at 10:00 am in room UL5 and 
Thursdays at 5:30 pm in room LL17. You can choose to meditate for 20 or 45 
minutes. For those who are new to meditation, we have a summary of meditation 
instruction. For more information, contact Helen Klimowicz via the church office. 

“Meditating gives 
me permission to 
let the crap come 
up and let it go.” 

     - Steve Frey  
        (UUCW member) 
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Top Girls by Caryl Churchill 
is the final play of the 
season for the UUCW 
DUUversity Theater Group. 
Buy your tickets for 
Sunday, April 22 for the 
Broadway Theater Center 
by calling 414-291-7800 or 
at www.R-T-W.com. 

When Marlene receives a merit-based promotion to 
Managing Director over her senior male colleagues, she 
hosts a fantasy dinner party for five legendary women 
who worked, fought, and married their way up. Top Girls 
is a sharp, imaginative and profound examination of the 
choices women continue to face.  

Contact Kristin Fewel via the church office to be included 
in the dinner reservation or to car pool. Then join us after 
the play to eat and discuss this masterwork of 
contemporary theater.  

Clean out your tool shed, garage, or camper and 
get yourself ready for your summer activity. Earth 
Ministry’s next Rotation will be collecting and 
offering outdoor items in their indoor rotation on 
Sunday, April 15. Bring your garden tools, yard 
art, picnic and patio items, planting pots, and 
camping equipment to the Community Room 
before first or second service. All ages are welcome 
to browse, and everything is free. You do not need 
to bring something to take something. Please, no 
power equipment. 

Next month’s Earth Ministry 
Rotation is scheduled for 
May 13 : Jewelry, neck ties, 
scarves, and purses! For 
more information, 
contact Helen Klimowicz 
via the church office. 

 

 

Come join us Friday, April 27, 
from 6:00 – 9:30 pm as we celebrate Earth Week. Who 
doesn’t like a campfire? Members of Earth Ministry love 
the outdoors and appreciate all the wonderful things 
Wisconsin has to offer. Bring your joyful spirit, and we 
will celebrate Earth Day with a bonfire, sing-along and 
drumming on the East Property. All ages are welcome. 

The Connecting Families Group will 
provide s’more fixin’s for young and 
old alike.   

Questions? Please contact Almuth 
Soffee at via the church office. 

The Solstice Singers are 
looking for adults to 
provide beautiful music 
for the Beltane services 
on Sunday, April 29. 
Rehearsals will be 
Tuesdays, April 17 and 
24, 6:00-7:00 pm.  

The Children's Choir 
performed beautifully 
on February 11, and 
Lead Music Director 
Jennifer Nicolosi is looking forward to the next 
performance on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 13. 
Rehearsals will be on April 22, April 29, and May 6 
between services; participating children must attend at 
least 2 of the 3 rehearsals. Rehearsal tracks will be 
available. 

For more information or to sign up for either singing 
opportunity, please contact Lead Music Director 
Jennifer Nicolosi via the church office. 

What to bring: 
 camp chairs 
 flash lights 
 drums 
 marshmallow         

roasting sticks 
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Join us for the showing of The Blood is at the Doorstep, a 
riveting documentary about the police shooting of 
Dontre Hamilton and his family’s mourning and 
transformation into activists. Panel discussion to 
follow, including Maria Hamilton, mother of Dontre, and 
Brenda Wesley, mental health educator whose 
imprisoned son copes with a chronic mental illness.  

UUCW is co-sponsoring the showing with our Sherman 
Park partner church, Invisible Reality Ministries, and the 
showing will be at their 
church, 5324 W. Center St. in 
Milwaukee.  Appropriate for 
youth in middle school and 
up. The film is free and open 
to the public, so invite your 
family and friends.  

For more information, 
contact Ann Heidkamp via 
the church office. 

As part of its longterm commitment to criminal justice 
reform, WISDOM will be holding a series of 4-hour 
training sessions across the state, including one in 
Milwaukee on April 7 (details below). Each session will 
include testimony by local EXPO members (Ex-
Incarcerated Prisoners Organizing) and will discuss how 
crimeless revocations (i.e., being reincarcerated for 
violating supervision rules) sustain Wisconsin’s prison 
population, how alternatives to (re)incarceration are 
contributing to public safety in other states, how 
solitary confinement is widely used as a disciplinary 
measure in Wisconsin’s prisons, and how 
compassionate release of the state’s elderly and sick 
prisoners would alleviate suffering and reduce 
correctional spending. 

The goal of these training sessions is to prepare local 
leaders and activists to help set up public forums. At 
these forums the candidates from both parties for 
governor and lieutenant governor, and for state senate 
and assembly seats, will be invited to hear testimony 
about the human and financial costs of the state’s 
correctional system and to state their views and plans, if 
elected, regarding criminal justice reform. A statewide 
forum featuring gubernatorial candidates will be held 
on June 11. Later in the summer local WISDOM affiliates 
will hold forums in at least six Wisconsin cities where 
state senate and assembly candidates will be asked to 
present their plans for criminal justice reform. Finally, as 
part of the Get Out the Vote effort, WISDOM members 
plan to canvas their local communities prior to the 
November election with information about needed 
changes in Wisconsin’s criminal justice system. 

Why get involved in WISDOM’s Race to Justice 
Campaign: Wisconsin’s prison population and 
correctional spending continue to grow at a time when 
more than a dozen other states are closing prisons and 
making justice reinvestments that contribute to public 
safety. Public awareness and involvement is the key to 
criminal justice reform in Wisconsin.  

How to get involved: Attend the training session that 
will take place on Saturday, April 7 from 9 am to 1 pm at 
the WISDOM office, 2821 N 4th St., Milwaukee. Those 
needing a ride, or wishing to rideshare, can contact Tom 
Moore at tsm6270@gmail.com or 414-915-9615. Unable 
to attend a training session? Watch for updates on 
WISDOM’s candidate forums and plan on attending.   

Join the next meeting of the Black Lives Matter 
Reflection / Action Group on Saturday, April 14 from 
9:00-11:00 am. The meeting’s topic is yet to be 
determined, but every 
meeting is always 
engaging and helpful in 
understanding our  work 
for Racial Justice. 

Find out how YOU can be 
part of building the better 
world we dream about! 
Contact Ann Heidkamp for 
information at via the 
church office. 
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Anyone who has read Matthew Desmond's book Evicted 
knows about the unjust conditions in trailer courts on 
the far south side of Milwaukee. Renters who are behind 
on the rent are evicted and their property hauled to a 
storage shed or put out at the curb. 

In 2015 Desmond was awarded a MacArthur "Genius" 
grant. He lived at a trailer court for a month, associating 
with other renters, and getting to know a landlord 

husband and wife who spent months in the Caribbean, 
making $1 million by paying upkeep of $600,000 on the 
trailers and by pocketing $400,000 each year. The renters 
needed to choose between paying rent or buying food. 

Three UUCW members will take an assortment of as 
much food as possible to residents of a south side trailer 
court. They did the same in July of last year and were 
much appreciated by the three families they contacted. 
The $100 check presented also will be used for food. 

Please be as generous as you can with non-perishable 
items. It is hoped that this project can turn into a 
permanent activity, funded by the Social Action Council. 

For information about any food pantry donations, 
contact Ellen Newbauer or Melanie Weston via the 
church office. 

 

Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach 
and generosity. Each month we give half of all 
undesignated offering monies to a non-profit 
organization as a way to help us live our Unitarian 
Universalist values and serve our community. 

What is Teens Grow Greens? 

Teens Grow Greens is a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization 
that grows teens through hands-on experience in healthy 
living, entrepreneurship, and leadership so that they 
become role models among their peers and in their 
community. 

Why Teens Grow Greens? 

1. High rates of youth unemployment (73% unemployed 
in Milwaukee). However, Teens who do have jobs in high 
school are more likely to be employed later, finish high 
school, and earn more money over their lifetime. (US 
Department of Education). 

2. High rates of health-related illness in adults and 
children in Teens Grow Greens geographic reach. 
Research has shown education is a strong contributing 
factor to changing eating habits, and children can 
influence the behavior of their guardians. 

3. Soft skills are needed in 21st century workplace but 
are not explicitly taught in school. 

Graduates of Teens Grow Greens 

• Have a resume filled with work experience and 
supportive references — 93% of all TGG Graduates were 
able to obtain employment or attend pre-college 
programs for the summer of 2017. 

• Are supported through quarterly check-ins — 100% of 
TGG Graduates either graduated or are on-track to 
graduate high school. 

• Have an active savings account and skills in budgeting 
thanks to a partnership with Secure Futures Inc. 

How Can You Support Teens Grow Greens? 

• Tax deductible financial contribution. 

- $3,000 would provide the wages for a nine-month 
paid internship that will develop the skills, habits 
and values that will help a teenager succeed. 

- $1,500 provides cooking classes for the Teens and 
Kids during Kids Grow Greens. 

- $500 provides healthy snacks and lunches for three 
weeks for both Chapters of Teens Grow Greens. 

• Know employers willing to hire Graduates of the 
program? Email teensgrowgreens@gmail.com and help 
us build our network of employers. 

• For more information contact the Executive Director, 
Charlie Uihlein, at cuihlein@wegrowgreens.org 

For more information about Split the Plate, contact the 
committee Chair, Phil Kroner, via the church office. 

Matthew Desmond 
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Get ready for the annual River Cleanup with the Milwaukee 
Riverkeepers! For the last several years the cleanup site that UUCW has 
been assigned has been a relatively clean one, but not this year! If you 
and your family/friends are looking to make a real difference, join us at 
our new river cleanup site at 51st and W. Parkway Dr. to give Lincoln 
Creek some love. 

Gloves, trash bags, and Free T-shirts provided! Afterwards, celebrate 
the success of the cleanup with all the cleanup volunteers with Rock 
the Green at Estabrook Park where there will be food, music, and 
prizes! 

Even though UUCW is going as a group, you will need to register 
yourself and your family online at the following website where you will 
also be signing a waiver and listing your T-shirt size: https://tinyurl.com/uuclean. Make sure to register for 
the Lincoln Creek N. 51st site and list your group as UUCW. 

The Earth Ministry committee will have tables in the community room after services to register and to 
learn more. To carpool, contact Almuth Soffee via the church office. 


