
 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am            “A Place Where Hope Lives” 

Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister, and the Rev. Suzelle Lynch with the Archiving Committee 

If our walls could talk what would they say? This place is filled with memories, stories of joy and struggle that have created our 

unique beloved community. Come to hear the stories from the people who have witnessed hope prevail at UUCW for almost 

60 years! Beautiful music provided by the UUCW Adult Choir. 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 — 7:00 pm The “Making Memories” Auction 

A lovely evening of food, drink, and fun with your UUCW community — and the chance to bid on and purchase nifty items, 

vacation trips, helpful or fun services, festive dinners and more!  See page 7 for more details. 

Sunday, November 11, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                “RE-Membering: Religious Education Past, Present, and Future” 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister 

For generations, parents and guardians of children have come to UUCW for religious education that helps children to become 

respectful, fair-minded, caring, and strong enough to side with love and fight for justice. We do our best to nurture truth-

seeking, spirituality, and progressive moral values in our children that will serve them all the way through life. Our Religious 

Education program is currently in a time of transition — and every member is invited to participate in honoring where we have 

been and in shaping what we will become — beginning today! 

Kaleidoscope Band lifts our spirits with fun "school music"! 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                      "How Will You Be Remembered? A Taizé-Style Service" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Jennifer Nicolosi, Lead Music Director; 

Ruben Piirainen, Music Director; and the UUCW Adult Choir 
 

Families pass down stories. Spouses tell one another their secrets. Siblings remember one another, as do friends.  We are all 

protectors and sustainers of memories that keep others alive. In accord with our Soul Matters Theme of Memory, we reflect 

today with readings, songs, and silence on how we will be remembered. 

We honor Transgender Day of Remembrance today. 

Sunday, November 25, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am "Where Do We Go From Here?” 

Pulpit Guest: Lisa Jones, UMC Lay Servant Minister Worship Leader: Steve Frey 

United Methodist Lay Minister Lisa Jones shares her stories of justice — seeking and justice-making with us today. She is a 

teacher, communicator, preacher and advocate especially on the racial justice issues surrounding police violence and mass 

incarceration. She is Co-Chair of Rid Racism Milwaukee and a Core Team member of Uplifting Black Liberation and 

Community (UBLAC), two groups that work to promote racial justice for everyone, as well as past leader of the Conversations 

on Race program. She was appointed by the Milwaukee Common Council to work on the Department of Justice report to 

resolve the issues around policing in Milwaukee. Her motto is "if you want to see the change be the change, silence and 

inaction is not an option."  

Special Music today from UUCW youth, Spencer Harris. 
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Dear Ones, 

I'm writing this column on October 24 — my father would have celebrated his 91st 

birthday today! Last year my sisters and I were with him to celebrate his decade-turning 

transition, and his "settling in" to a lovely senior living community.  

As I write, the mid-term elections draw near. My father believed in democracy and he 

voted in every election. I will confess that I have missed voting a few times over the 
years…  I'm not sure there's a greater sin for a Unitarian Universalist! But I won't miss 

voting this time, and I pray you won't either. 

I pray that we will take our votes seriously because so much is at stake. Human rights, 

civil rights, and the lives of people we know and love are threatened. Our good planet 
Earth is threatened by climate collapse. Democracy itself is threatened. I am deeply 

grateful to those of you who have given your time and energy and money to get out the 

vote and for your work on the election campaigns of candidates whose values reflect our 

Unitarian Universalist commitments to freedom, justice, compassion, human dignity, 
earth-care, and the democratic process.  You are inspiring! 

As I write, we don't know the outcome of the elections. It's a challenge to stay steady 

and to keep moving forward in the face of uncertainty. The fact that power continues to 
build and consolidate in the hands of those who currently control the federal 

administration troubles us: there is no longer any sense of fairness in politics.  Ever since 
the 2016 presidential election, many of us have worried that lost ground will never be 

regained.   

In the midst of our troubled times, I continue to find our UUCW community is a beacon 

of hope. We are not perfect, and we don't have all the answers, but I am inspired by how 
much you care — how much you care for one another, for our church community, for our 

schools, cities, towns, state, and nation. I am inspired by how much you care for our 
world community, and for the earth. Each Sunday, we gather to proclaim that there is a 

better way, a kinder way — a way that is more compassionate and just. We gather to 

remember that we can recommit our lives to justice, to the earth, to being in solidarity 

with marginalized communities. That even in the face of hatred and division, we can 
speak out for love. 

No matter what happens on November 6, we will need to keep giving ourselves to the 

holy work of showing up, again and again. We will need to keep building the world we 

dream about, even if we are tired, broken-hearted, anxious or grieving. We will need to 

keep taking care of ourselves and our neighbors. And UUCW will be here for us: a 

community of memory and hope, learning and joy, mystery and meaning. 

May we all head to the polls and to the streets with energy and strength! 

Love, 

Suzelle 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Minister  
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The nine members of the UUCW Board of Trustees are 

elected by the congregation at the Annual Meeting in June 
to “administer and manage the business of the church” 
according to the Bylaws. The Board meets monthly, 

generally on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm, 

though the meetings are often rescheduled during 
November and December due to the holidays (November’s 
meeting is on the 29th). 

It’s great to have these elected leaders working on 
important business, but did you know that church 

members are invited to attend Board meetings? There is 
time set aside at the beginning of each Board meeting for 

members to speak to the Board on issues important to 
them. The Board will generally not take up those issues at 

the meeting, but feedback and ideas are welcome. 
Members are welcome to remain at the meeting as 

observers. The same is true (as affirmed at the October 
2018 meeting) for church member participation at Board-
appointed task force meetings such as the Build 2020 Task 

Force. Members are invited to share during an “open 
member input” time at the beginning of these meetings 

and remain at the meeting as observers afterward. 

How does one go about becoming a Board Member? Each 

year, beginning around December, the UUCW Nominating 
Committee (whose members also are elected by the 

congregation) begins seeking members to serve three-year 
Board terms beginning the following June. If a Board 

Member is unable to complete a full three-year term, the 

Board is permitted, per the Bylaws, to appoint someone to 
serve until the next duly-called Annual Meeting.   

If you’d like to know more about what Board Members do 
or to express your interest in being nominated, please 

contact UUCW President, David Feil via the church office.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The food pantry choice for November is the Muskego Food 

Pantry. Established in 2009, the Muskego Food Pantry 
serves over 1800 families each year. With the current 
economic situation, an average of 5 to 8 new families sign 

up for assistance every week. Muskego Food Pantry 

promotes ‘neighbors helping neighbors’ and no one in 
need is ever turned away. 

Kelly Bognar, UUCW Publications Coordinator, will deliver 

the food after the last Sunday in November, but you can 
put items in the food bin all month. So you don't forget, 

why not leave a few items in your car on grocery shopping 
day. As a reminder, December 25 is ho-ho-ho day — let's 

make it a happy day with your favorite holiday foods for as 
many people as we can! 

Most needed items are: 

 Canned meat (chicken, tuna, spam and hash) 

 Boxed potatoes (mashed, scalloped, au gratin) 
 Canned pastas (ravioli, Spaghetti-O’s) 
 Creamed soups (chicken, mushroom, etc.) 

 Canned Chili 
 Canned tomatoes (diced, sauce, paste) 

 Cereal 

 Shampoo / Conditioner / Toothpaste 

 Laundry Detergent 
 Diapers (size 4 & 5) 

If anyone knows of a pantry, large or small, that would like 
some non-perishable food and a check for $100.00, please 

contact Ellen Newbauer at or Melanie Weston via the 

church office. Thanks for your help with this committee of 
the Social Action Council! 

 

Join this early-rising group on the second Tuesday of every 
month; next meeting Tuesday, November 13 at 7:45 am 
at Bakers Square at 15300 Bluemound Road, Elm Grove. 

Come again or for the first time for conversations on 

current events, philosophy, movies, vacations, seminal 

books, in a small group, usually 7-10. For information, 
contact facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 
 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 
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I used to go to church in stealth mode. Alone, dressed in 
neutral colors, I arrived right before the second service 

started at First Unitarian Society in Madison, Wisconsin. I 

sat in the back of the sanctuary, tried to be inconspicuous 
and made a quick exit directly after service. I vividly recall 
the day I found a little beige card with green print tucked 

into a hymnal. Inside, I read the Unitarian Universalist 

principles and purposes and gasped. Could I dare to hope 
that this church might be different, that this faith could be 
my religious sanctuary? 

As a religiously-wounded seeker returning to church was 

daunting.  I didn't go until a friend invited me to go with 
her and I had a human connection. (An invitation from a 

friend is the number one-way folks find our faith.) 
However, even after that friend took me, I still stood alone 

in a crowd week after week with a brightly colored visitor’s 
mug in my hand before anyone else spoke with me. 

Do you remember the first time you encountered Unitarian 

Universalism and hoped it might be your spiritual home? 
When your heart and mind broke open to the possibility of 

a being in a spiritually alive, justice-centered and radically 
inclusive religion. 

Who invited you to church? How did you find us? Who first 
spoke to you? 

Each Sunday we have seekers visit us at UU Church West. 
They scan our bulletin boards, sit in the back listening and 

watching carefully. Some are shy, others are bold. I've 
learned to spot the seekers and one perk of being in a long 
black robe is that they can find me. They quiver with a 

certain energy and nervousness.  I try not to stand to close 

or make any quick moves — I remember well what fragile 
hope feels like.  

As a former sneaky seeker, I am certain that anyone who 

puts on a sticky guest nametag at church is looking for a 

human connection, hoping someone will speak with them 
and welcome them. I need you to help me show these folks 
some radical hospitality!   

Radical hospitality is intentional welcoming, welcoming 

that is thoughtful and sensitive to the identities and needs 
of the guest. It means checking your assumptions, asking 
instead of telling and being an attentive listener. 
Sometimes it is subtle, saying “Hello My name is….” 

instead of “You must be new here!”. Radical hospitality 

means taking care not to use any microaggressions, those 

everyday verbal, nonverbal slights or insults (often 
unintentional) which communicate negative messages to 

persons based on their membership in a marginalized 

group. Radical hospitality welcomes the whole person with 

all their identities — known and unknown. It welcomes 
them to be in community, without calling them out.  

When we demonstrate radical hospitality, we 
communicate with seekers that this church is a safe place, 

a healing place, a place to explore what you think and 
believe, a place to do justice, a place where hope lives. 

Recently after a service, a seeker asked me in 
astonishment, “Are you here every Sunday with the 
worship, the Black Lives Matter sign and the LGBTQ 

acceptance - the whole love thing?” I smiled. Yes. We are 

here, every week: a beacon of hope, a light in the darkness, 

a sanctuary waiting to be found. 

Contact Kimberlee, Intern Minister, via the church office. 

 

 

“To meditate is not to run away from life but to 

take the time to look deeply into ourselves or a 
situation. Meditation is an opportunity to take 

care of our body and our mind. That is why it is 

so important. We allow ourselves the time to 

calm our thinking, to sit, to walk, to breathe – 
not doing anything, just going back to ourselves 

and what is around us. To allow ourselves time 
to release the tension in our body and our 

mind. Then we can take time to look deeply 

into ourselves and into the situation we are in.”  

      — Thich Nhat Hanh 

Meditate with us to deepen your own practice or to 

experience meditation as a beginner (we have 
handouts for basic meditation practice). You can sit on 

the floor or in a chair. You can chose to meditate 20 or 
45 minutes. Join us for one or both groups. 

Morning Group meets Wednesdays:  
10:00 to 11:00 am 

Evening Group meets Tuesdays: 
5:30 to 6:30 pm 

If you are running late, just come in quietly and join us 

sitting in meditation. For more info, contact Helen 

Klimowicz via the church office. 
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When our long-time, much-loved Religious Education 
Director retired in June 2018, UUCW entered into a new, 
important Religious Education Transition. I hope to 
update you regularly as we go through this transition and 

invite your participation in the process. 

To refresh your understanding: Marsha Thrall, our part-
time Religious Education Coordinator, came on board here 
in late summer. The Religious Education Coordinator is an 

"acting" position, which means Marsha will be with us for 

one to two years, helping us keep our excellent RE 

programs running well while we do our "interim work."  
Kelly Bognar, our wise and experienced longtime Religious 
Education Assistant (and our Publications Coordinator), 

will devote additional hours to the Religious Education 

program as well. 

What is our "Interim Work"? When a longtime Religious 

Educator leaves a congregation, the Unitarian Universalist 
Association strongly suggests that the congregation review 

the religious education programs with an eye toward 
adjustments, improvements, match with the needs of our 
families and volunteer culture, etc. There are new models 

of religious education and family ministry we may want to 

consider implementing. This means our RE transition will 

likely be a two-to-three-year process.   

The Religious Education Transition Team (RET) will 
help guide the process. Genevieve Daniels and Kathy 
Bradshaw have agreed to serve on the RET Team, and we 

are seeking a few more members. The RET Team has not 
done much work yet, for we were waiting to hear from our 
neighbors at the First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee (who 
are going through their own RE Transition) about the 

schedule for some shared expert RE Consultants who will 
come in to help both congregations. Work with our first 
consultant, the Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy, will take 

place on December 8 & 9 in Milwaukee. Please let me 

know ASAP if you'd like to participate! We also plan to 

survey RE teachers, parents and guardians of children and 
youth who are registered for Religious Education, and we 
will seek the input of older children and youth as well. We 
hope to hold focus groups in early 2019. Adult Religious 

Education/Enrichment evaluation will be a separate 
process. 

For more information, to volunteer, or with questions, 
please contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office 

. 

 

 

Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach and 

generosity.  Each month we give half of all undesignated 
offering monies to a non-profit organization as a way to 

help us live our Unitarian Universalist values and serve our 
community. In November the UUCW Split the Plate program 
supports Convergence Resource Center. 

The Convergence Resource Center (CRC) is a faith-based, 
community service, a non-profit organization that 

provides support for men and women rebuilding their lives 
after trauma with an emphasis on formerly incarcerated 

women and female survivors of human trafficking. 

The city of Milwaukee has been identified as a hub for 

human trafficking. People of all ages, ethnic backgrounds, 
genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds are lured into 

trafficking using a variety of tactics. Many human 
trafficking survivors were victimized as children. These 

children have become adults with few options for 

assistance. Lacking skills and support, some of these 

women returned to “The Life,” participating in the sex 
trade to survive. Addictions, mental and physical health 
issues, and low or non-existent self-esteem are just some 

of the lasting effects that plague these underserved 

members of our communities. Labeled as criminals, many 
of them have felonies and emerge from trafficking with 
children.  

The CRC is an active member of the Human Trafficking 

Task Force of Greater Milwaukee and founders of the 
Human and Sex Trafficking Support Initiative (HSTSI). 

HSTSI has a three-fold mission to provide a network of 
support for human trafficking survivors, to raise awareness 

regarding human trafficking, and to address the demand 
side of human trafficking. The HSTSI is building a network 
of support to provide services for these brave women. 

Through the CRC SOLACE Program, human trafficking 

survivors and their families have access to a trauma 

recovery package that includes survivor and ally led 
support groups, individual psychotherapy, Heartmath 
biofeedback sessions, a resilience-based curriculum, 
individual support through a support line call center, and a 

family support group to help loved ones. 

For more information about Convergence Resource Center 
see https://www.convergenceresource.org  

For more information about Split the Plate, contact Sue 
Schalig via the church office.

https://www.convergenceresource.org/
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The holiday season can be overwhelming. Spending time 
with family and friends is meaningful, and rewarding, and 

chaotic all at the same time. 

The holiday season also provides us with an opportunity to 
live out, in a deep and meaningful way, the seven 

principles which work to light the moral and ethical path 

which UUs walk. 

I’m humbled to be joining UUCW during this holiday 

season, and excited to share some of the ways in which 
Religious Education will strive to live out the principles 
that guide us as a community, especially during this busy, 

chaotic, joyful holiday season. 

First, in working towards living into the UU principle of 

“respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 
which we are a part,” I am encouraging all families who are 

participating in Religious Education programming to help 
during the “Campus Clean-Up” day planned for 

November 3, 2018.  Campus clean-up is an excellent 
opportunity for families to contribute to the overall well-
being of the UUCW community, while lovingly caring for 

the creation that surrounds our campus. 

Next, as UUs, ideals of respect, equity, acceptance, and 
encouragement are integral parts of our practices of faith, 

as gift-giving holidays approach, middle school students in 

our “Call to Justice” group will be exploring how 
“shopping local” and “shopping Black” can help uphold 

these community building principles of UU faith.  Our 
explorations will take us to Clock Shadow Creamery 
www.clockshadowcreamery.com/ and Sherman Phoenix 

www.shermanphoenix.com/ . If you’re interested in 
learning more about these small local 

businesses/entrepreneurial laboratories, please contact 
me.  It would be great if you could join our group as we 

explore these spaces.  

Finally, to help us all slow down a bit, on December 8, the 
Religious Education Program at UUCW will be hosting a 
family film/pajama party/potluck featuring a screening of 
the documentary “Won’t You Be My Neighbor.” Directed by 

Morgan Neville, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor” explores the 
life and ministry of Fred Rogers and how “Mr. Rogers” used 
television as a tool to spread love and compassion while 

encouraging children to recognize the inherent worth and 

dignity of themselves and their neighbors. 

Both November and December will be a busy time for our 
community at UUCW — inside of the church, and within 

our personal spaces. It is my hope that the Religious 

Education activities planned during the next several weeks 

will encourage the community at UUCW to continue its 
“free and responsible search for truth and meaning.”     

Contact Marsha Thrall, Religious Education Coordinator, 
via the church office. 

 

 

DUUversity is a UUCW affinity group of members and 

friends who support diversity in the Milwaukee area by 

attending local theater productions that feature different 
cultural and ethical themes. Following the play, all those 

who are interested gather at a local restaurant for 
conversation about the performance and its meaning for 

us as individuals and as members of the community. 

This year the six plays for this season tackle the issues of 

race, women’s place in the work force, recognition of 
disabilities, effects of war on veterans, and a controversial 
decision made by a Union general. 

The group is open to everyone who enjoys theatre and an 
interesting discussion. Look over the offerings for this year, 

decide which ones you would like to attend, buy your own 

tickets, and join us for as many or as few as you want. Let 

Kristin Fewel know via the church office you are planning 
to attend, and she will help others facilitate carpooling and 

restaurant reservations. 

The November performance is: 

Clybourne Park – by Bruce Norris 

November 11, 2018 - 2:30 pm 
Marquette’s Helfaer Theater 

525 N. 13th, Milwaukee 
414-288-7504 

www.showclixcom/events/marquettetheatre 

 
This Pulitzer Award-winning seriocomedy about race 
and real estate focuses on the story of one house 
separated by fifty years, from integration to 

gentrification and the anxiety that accompanies these 
changes. 

For a complete 2018-19 performance schedule, look for the 

program flyer in the church foyer or go to www.uucw.org.

http://www.clockshadowcreamery.com/
http://www.shermanphoenix.com/
http://www.showclixcom/events/marquettetheatre
http://www.uucw.org/


—

What is the Auction?  Imagine a lovely Saturday evening 

of food, drink, and fun with your UUCW community — and 

the chance to bid on and purchase nifty items, vacation 

trips, helpful or fun services, festive dinners and more!   
  

How do I get an Auction ticket?  How much is it?  Auction 

tickets are $10 — and include yummy food and drinks.   

• Tickets can be purchased at the door on Auction night 
- OR - in advance: 
o Online purchase/registration at our Auctria.com 

site: https://tinyurl.com/yd2cvr7v  

o Purchase on Sunday at UUCW in the Community 
Room (cash or check).  

NOTE: With online advance purchase, you can add your 

credit card for faster check-out after the Auction, too! 
 

Can I bring friends to the Auction? YES!  

Please bring your friends and invite them 

to bid.   
 

What should I wear? UUCW is a casual 

place, so it's ok to dress comfortably for 

the Auction. But if you love to dress up, 

we welcome evening gowns & tuxedos! 

When can I see the Auction Catalog?  

The ever-growing Auction Catalog is 

available online RIGHT NOW:  

https://tinyurl.com/y8qktkmu 

Paper Auction Catalogs will be available at UUCW by 

November 4.   

How do I Bid and Buy Auction items? The Auction has 

three sections. On Auction Night, you’ll receive your bidder 

number to use as follows: 

 Silent Auction: Goods and services are on display and 

you mark your bid on a clipboard.  

 Live Auction: We gather in the Sanctuary to place bids 

on goods and services with the help of a professional 

Auctioneer. It’s fun to participate — and to watch the 

action! 

NOTE: Live and Silent Auction items are paid for at the end 

of the evening with cash, check or credit card. 

 The Boutique: This wonderful part of the Auction 

features items that can be purchased on the spot with 

check or cash (no bidding - bring your checkbook!). 
 

Is there still time to donate something to the Auction?  

We will accept donations through November 6th, though 

they may not be listed in the online catalogue.   

Download a Member Auction Donation form here:  

https://tinyurl.com/yd5ay2k8 

 

If you plan to ask a local business to donate a gift 

certificate or item, please use the form here:  

https://tinyurl.com/y7ljfneo  

 

Please bring forms to the UUCW office, or email to Church 

Administrator Vicki Banville: 262-783-3535 or 

vickib@uucw.org 
 

I need donation ideas…  Here are a few:   

• Sports outings (a golf game for four, or tickets to a 

game, etc.) 

• Jewelry, artwork or hand-crafted goods 

• Dinner parties  

• Use of a vacation cottage for a weekend  

• Gift certificate to your favorite restaurant,  

• Game night for four with appetizers or pizza 

• A few hours of chores or pet care 

• coaching on a subject you're expert in…   

 

More ideas here:  

https://uucw.org/event/making-memories-

auction-2/  
  

When should I bring my Auction donations to church?  

Please bring Auction items to UUCW Sunday, November 4 

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm or November 5-8 from 9:00 am to 

3:00 pm. If you need to arrange another drop-off time, 

please contact Church Administrator Vicki Banville: 262-

783-3535x17 or vickib@uucw.org 
 

What's the connection between the Brigadistas and the 

Auction? The Brigadistas are a team of teen and adult 

UUCW volunteers who will travel to the Dominican 

Republic in summer 2019 to build houses and community 

with folks who desperately need help and support. This 

year, once the Auction has met its fund-raising goal for 

UUCW operations, needed funding will go to the Brigadista 

Program. Since 2004, UUCW has had more than 200 

volunteers do this work.   
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Auction! Contact 

Vicki Banville, Church Administrator, via the church office 
with your questions. 

Unitarian Universalist Church West 
13001 W. North Ave. Brookfield, WI  53005 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yd5ay2k8
https://tinyurl.com/y7ljfneo
https://uucw.org/event/making-memories-auction-2/
https://uucw.org/event/making-memories-auction-2/
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Each year at this time, friends and families of Unitarian 
Universalist Church West participate in the UU tradition of 

Guest at Your Table, a human rights program sponsored by 

the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC). 

Pick up your Guest at Your Table box or donation 
envelope from the display in the church foyer 

beginning Sunday, November 4. Boxes and envelopes 

will be collected during the service on Sunday, 
December 16. 

Participating households put their Guest at Your Table box 
or envelope in a prominent spot, often the family meal 
table. Then every time families gather for a meal, they 

think about the people around the world who need our 
support and put their spare money in the box or envelope. 

The UUSC puts our shared UU principles into action in the 
United States and around the world. Through a potent 

combination of advocacy, education, and partnerships 
with grassroots organizations, UUSC promotes economic 
rights, advances environmental justice, and preserves the 

rights of people in times of humanitarian crisis. 

And thanks to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at 

Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y., gifts of $125 or more are 

eligible to be matched, doubling your good works! 

Your generosity with the Guest at Your Table is tax 
deductible! Be sure to turn any cash into a check made out 

to UUSC and complete the form on your box or envelope. If 
you would prefer not to bring home a box or envelope, you 
can support UUSC directly online at www.uusc.org. 

For more info, contact Marsha Thrall, Religious Education 

Coordinator, via the church office. 

 

 

Join the recycling fun — get your holiday decoration boxes 

out and recycle last season’s trimmings. Please bring your 
donations on Sunday, December 2, before services. We 
will have tables set up in the Community Room to display 

donations such as ribbons, bells, nutcrackers, angels, 
Santa’s, etc. Please, no artificial Christmas trees. All ages 

welcome to browse and choose your favorites! Everything 
is FREE! This rotation will be one Sunday only. For more 

information, contact Helen Klimowicz via the church office  

 

 

Several Piecemakers members have used their sewing and 
quilting skills to make and donate quilts or other items to 

the UUCW Auction on November 10. Karen Huth, Sharon 

Middleton, and Carolou Nelsen combined to offer a hand-
appliqued, hand-embroidered, and hand-quilted a wall 
quilt featuring Wisconsin wildflowers. Jan Sandretti, and 

former Piecemakers members now living in Arizona, Karen 

and Sharon Van De Loo, also donated quilts. Other 
members have created items for the Boutique. 

The next Piecemakers meeting, on Saturday, November 
24 at 9:30 am, will offer attendees an opportunity to make 
a quick project using the Accuquilt die cutter. 

For more information about the group and to get a list of 
supplies needed for the November project, contact 

Carolyn Lawrence via the church office. 
 

The next meeting of Wisdom and Whimsy is Wednesday, 

November 14 from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. 

Our program is a demonstration of chair Pilates! Pilates 

strengthens core muscles and helps with balance besides, 

it’s fun! Our presentation will be led by Jen Stark. Jen is a 

certified Pilates Instructor for over 12 years. Do join us! 

Please bring a bag lunch for yourself. Coffee, tea, cookies 
and wonderful fellowship will be provided. If anyone needs 
a ride, call Charlene Carter via the church office, and she 

will arrange it.  
 

Our last book of 2018 will be An American Family: A Memoir 

of Hope and Sacrifice, by Khizr Khan. You may remember 

Mr. Khan as the Gold Star parent who spoke so eloquently 
at the 2016 Democratic National Convention. His short 

book chronicles his journey to America and his strong 
belief in the Declaration of Independence, the 

Constitution, and American values. Please join us at the 
church on Wednesday, November 14 at 7:00 pm. 

Questions? Contact Kathy or Marilyn Swanson via the 
church office. 
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As part of its commitment to Black Lives Matter, UUCW has 
been active in work to confront the anti-black bias in the 

police, courts, and prison systems which have so affected 

the African-American community locally and nationally.    
Understanding the historical forces of racism in the justice 
system is an important part of dismantling the white 
supremacy culture which supports it. So please join other 

UUCW members attending the presentation: 

"Devaluation of Black Lives in the Justice System" 

Saturday, November 17, 10:00 - 11:30 am 

Parklawn Assembly of God 

3725 N. Sherman Blvd, Milwaukee 

Free, Open to Public, no registration needed.  Childcare 

available with pre-registration at 

https://tinyurl.com/blmhistory . 

This is the third and final lecture in the "Do Black Lives 
Matter? The Hidden History Behind Today's Headlines" 

series presented by Reggie Jackson, head griot of 
America's Black Holocaust Museum, and sponsored by 

UUCW through the Black Lives Matter to WI UUs 
collaboration of our local congregations. 

Interested in carpooling? Need childcare? Sign up at the 
Social Action table in the Community Room after services 

on Sunday, November 11 or contact Ann Heidkamp via 
the church office.  

 

Great Books is discussing The Women in the Castle by 
Jessica Shattuck on Monday, November 12 at 10:00 am.   
Set in a crumbling Bavarian castle, The Women in the Castle 

is the story of three widows whose lives and fates become 

intertwined at the end of World War II. A dramatic portrait 

of war and its repercussions, it explores what it means to 
survive, love and forgive in the aftermath of hardship too 
awful to even imagine. 
 

Looking ahead, Great Books will be discussing Because I 
Am Furniture by Thalia Chaltas on Monday, December 10. 

If you have any questions, please contact co-facilitator 
Joyce Prewitt or Kit Hansen via the church office. 

 

 

Did you know that the UUCW Library has a number of 

books on parenting, some of which are general and 
some of which specifically deal with UU parenting? To 
make them more accessible, these books have been 

relocated to the labeled shelf directly above the 

children’s books. Some of the books will be featured on 
the November 4 Book Table in the Community Room. 

New in the library this month are Justice on Earth, the 

2018-19 UUA Common Read, and The Color of Law by 
Richard Rothstein which has recently been read and 

discussed by UUCW’s Black Lives Matter Reflection 
Group and a Milwaukee Public Library reading group. 

For more information about the library, contact Carolyn 
Lawrence via the church office. 

 

 

The church is seeking a part-time employee to join our 

Sexton team. A Sexton’s schedule is based on church 

activities.  

Responsibilities include operating the UUCW sound 

system, lighting, and, occasionally, audio-visual 
equipment for worship services and other events. The 

Sexton may also be scheduled to set up and/or take down 
various room furniture configurations as needed for 

church meetings, activities, and worship services.  

For full Sexton job description and/or to apply, send 
resume, cover letter, and references to the church office. 

  
 

 

 

Every month the UU churches of Milwaukee provide a meal 
to over 100 homeless at the Guest House, a shelter for men 
in downtown Milwaukee. Our next turn will be Saturday, 
November 17. We need volunteers to provide food or soda 
and servers and adult assistants to help with 

transportation and serving. Contact Eileen Gleeson via the 
church office if you can help. Please note: Children are 
generally welcome to help serve, but please consult with 

us before signing them up. 

https://tinyurl.com/blmhistory
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Nearly four decades ago, the Unitarian Universalist 
Association (UUA) started speaking out officially against 
discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people, and actively working to secure LGB 

civil and human rights in the United States. In 2004 we at 
Unitarian Universalist Church West in Brookfield, 
Wisconsin became a UUA "Welcoming Congregation," 
which means we have learned how to work against 

homophobia, are learning to fight transphobia, and that 

we continue to strive for radical inclusion. We continue to 
work to have our congregation be a place that embraces 

and celebrates the sexual orientations, gender identities 
and gender expressions of all of our members, friends, and 

neighbors, including our children and youth. This is work 

that is not finished, but we are committed to it as a 
community of faith that affirms the inherent worth and 

dignity of each and every person. 

The federal government is now threatening the lives of our 

transgender and gender nonconforming church members, 
friends and neighbors. 

According to a memo obtained by The New York Times, in 

late October the Department of Health and Human 

Services is working to establish a legal definition of sex 

under Title IX, the federal civil rights law that bans gender 

discrimination in education programs that receive 
government financial assistance. The agency’s proposed 
definition would define sex as either male or female, 

unchangeable, and determined by the genitals that a 
person is born with, according to a draft reviewed by The 
Times. Any dispute about one’s sex would have to be 
clarified using genetic testing. (see 

https://www.nytimes.com/…/transgender-trump-
administration-… ) The current president and his 
administration show no respect for the inherent worth and 

dignity of those who are transgender or gender 

nonconforming -- the Health and Human Services 

Department is attempting to erase the identity and rights 
of transgender people. 

It is time for us to rise up against these hateful actions. We 
must listen to the transgender and gender non-conforming 

people in our community and follow their leadership. 

If you are afraid or hurting in the wake of these hateful 
actions on the part of our government, know that UUCW is 
here for you. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, our Intern 

Minister, and I are here for you. Reach out to us, and reach 

out to each other. Our Interweave group is another 
excellent resource - it is our LGBTQIA+allies group; 

Kimberlee and I can help you get in touch with Interweave 

for support. 

For more information, to volunteer, or with questions, 
please contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office. 

 

 

 

Did you know that the incarceration rate of lesbian, gay, 

and bisexual people is three times greater than that of 

American adults in general? Those statistics come from a 

2017 study by the Advocate magazine, which also found 
that once incarcerated, people who identify as lesbian, 
gay, or bisexual experience harsher treatment. It's also a 

fact that incarcerated people who receive no 
correspondence or visits are seen as “weak” and 

“unsupported” and are singled out for more violence and 
vitriol by guards and other inmates. Those who receive 

letters are treated better because they have outside 

support. 

That's where Black and Pink comes in! Black and Pink is a 
national organization that works with lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, and queer-identified people who 

are currently incarcerated or involved with the criminal 

legal system. 

It is “An open family of LGBTQ prisoners and ‘free world’ 

allies who support each other,” with the ultimate goal of 
prison abolition (reducing prisons and replacing them with 

systems of rehabilitation that are not focused on 

punishment or government institutionalization 
www.blackandpink.org ) The Milwaukee chapter of Black 
and Pink started two years ago, and one of their core 

activities are monthly letter-writing gatherings to ensure 
that 200+ LGBTQ people who are incarcerated in Wisconsin 

receive notes of support. 

On December 5, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, UUCW will host a 

Black and Pink letter-writing event at a location in the 

community (likely in Wauwatosa). You are invited to join in 
— sending holiday cards and notes to folks who badly need 

caring, and learning more about Black and Pink, too.  

 Watch for details about the location in the weekly e-news 

and on Facebook, or contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch with your 
questions via the church office. 

http://www.blackandpink.org/
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Transportation is a real justice issue and promoting 

Regional Transportation Authorities (RTA) is a real 

solution. Low-income people, workers, the elderly and 
people with disabilities are among those most affected by 
lack of transportation options. Because of segregation 

practices of the past 75 years, lack of transportation 

disproportionately affects people of color who live in areas 
of concentrated poverty and who need a chance to get to 
communities where there are opportunities.  

The Milwaukee County Transit System’s JobLines are a 

step in the right direction but the funding for them ends on 

December 31. Neither Milwaukee nor Waukesha County 

will put any money into keeping them running.  An RTA 

could solve the problem! (The UWM Center for Economic 
Development has released a study, Joblines: An Analysis of 

Milwaukee County Transit System Routes 6 and 61, which 
can be found at https://tinyurl.com/ycyufkuf ). 

RTA’s are governing structures created to provide a 

funding mechanism for a regional transportation system 
and to coordinate and oversee transportation systems 

regionally across municipal and county lines. 

Tell the candidates in your district that, should they get 

elected, you want them to promote Regional 

Transportation Authorities! 

For more information contact Barbara Pfarr, a fellow 
UUCW member and staff member of WISDOM, via the 

church office. 

 

Do you know that our Song Circle gathering is now every 
month (except December)? Mark your calendars for the 
third Friday of each month. Singing is good for your brain, 
and it's a fun social time, too! 

We enjoy using the book Rise Up Singing along with our 
two UU hymnals to give us ideas for songs to share 
together. This is not a concert and no instruments are 

required! Easy to learn songs will include songs of peace, 
friendship, social justice, hymns and rounds. This adult 

Song Circle is open to the public, so bring your friends, 
too! Please bring a snack to share (optional), and/or your 
water bottle. Hot tea will be available. Contact Sarah 
Stokes via the church office with any questions. Hope to 

see you there!  

 

 

Join members and friends at 9:00 am on Friday, 

November 30 to help decorate the church foyer and 
Sanctuary for the upcoming holiday services. You do not 
need to have a special talent for decorating… just an 

interest in helping to make it happen! Guidance and 

decorating supplies will be provided. We’ll have cookies, 
tea, coffee and festive music! Decorating will finish around 
12:30 pm. Come and stay for as long as you are able.  

For more information, contact Kelly Bognar, Publications 
Coordinator, via the church office. 

 

 

  

The Holiday Music Services on December 9 will feature a 

Multigenerational choir. All ages are welcome to 
participate, no experience necessary! Rehearsals will be 

Sunday, November 18, 10:30 – 11:00 am, Tuesday, 
November 27, 6:00-6:45, and Sunday, December 2, 10:30-

11:00 am. Participants should plan to attend at least 2 of 
the 3 rehearsals. 

The 7:00 pm Winter Solstice Service on Friday, 
December 21 will feature the Solstice Singers singing 

special music and leading the congregation in singing. All 
are welcome to join the Solstice Singers for this special 
service. Rehearsals will be Tuesdays, December 11 and 18, 

from 7:00-8:00 pm. 

The 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service on December 24 will 

feature a Christmas Eve Choir. All are welcome to join the 
choir! Rehearsals will be Tuesdays, December 11 and 18, 
from 6:00-7:00 pm. 

Rehearsal tracks will be available for all of these choir 

opportunities. For more information, contact Lead Music 

Director Jennifer Nicolosi via the church office. 
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https://tinyurl.com/ycyufkuf
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NON PROFIT  

PAID PERMIT 243 

BROOKFIELD, WI 53005 

 

Plus bidding 
  to win items, 
     events, and 
  services! 

Delicious food, 
      drinks, 
         and fun 
           activities! 

See all the auction items at 
https://tinyurl.com/y8qktkmu 
 

Details inside on page 7.  

https://tinyurl.com/y8qktkmu

