
 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                                                                 “A Magical Mystery Tour” 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister 

We Unitarian Universalists love questions and questioning. We love figuring out life’s puzzles and quandaries. But what if Mystery 

isn’t just something to figure out — but is also something to embrace with humility and awe… As a community of all ages in worship 

today, we take a magical mystery tour into the places where figuring it out meets wonderment. Expect a nice mix of science and 

singing, story and silence, seasoned and spiced with laughter and meaning. We mark the first day of Hanukkah today, too. 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                    "Season of Mysteries - Holiday Music Service" 

Featuring the UUCW Adult Choir, Multigenerational Choir, Jennifer Nicolosi, Lead Music Director; and Ruben Piirainen, 

Music Director; with the Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister 

The winter holiday season is full of beauty and mystery. We touch on ancient and joyful themes this morning from Advent, 

Christmas, Winter Solstice, Hanukkah, and Bodhi Day, with glorious music and meaningful readings. 

Join in the fun by wearing your most festive holiday sweater, socks, hat, or other apparel! 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                      "At the Roots of Mystery, There Lies History" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and the Kaleidoscope Band  

What's really at the bottom of all the holiday hoopla? Is December 25 really the birthdate of Jesus of Nazareth? Did 19th century 

Unitarians and Universalists play a role in the way we celebrate Christmas in the U.S.? Answers to all of these questions and more 

will be provided. Kaleidoscope Band plays popular Christmas music today. 

Friday Night, December 21, 2018 — 7:00 pm                                                        "Calling Back the Sun - A Winter Solstice Ritual" 

Featuring the Solstice Singers, and EarthSpirit Team and Dancers, 

with the Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister 

We honor the moment when the night is longest here in the northern hemisphere with drumming, dancing, songs, stories, and a 

joyful earth-based ritual to “call for the sun’s return.” EarthSpirit services focus on the sacred circle of life and put us in tune with the 

seasons and cycles of the earth. Children able to enjoy an hour-long worship experience are invited to attend with their parents or 

guardians. Bring your drums and shakers and stay for hot spiced cider and other goodies after the service! 

Sunday, December 23, 2018 — ONE SERVICE ONLY 10:00 am                            "Dark of Winter: Blessings and Perspectives" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch 

In our culture, darkness is viewed as something unpleasant - something frightening — something we need to drive away with bright 

lights and shiny tinsel. This morning we shift our lens to see darkness in a different way. Music from UUCW student Spencer Harris. 

Monday, December 24, 2018 — 4:00 & 8:00 pm                                                                              Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Christmas Choir, and Special Musicians 

On Christmas Eve we call ourselves to be fully present in community and explore the mystery at the heart of Christmas. With words 

of reflection, carols old and new, and the light of candles shining in the soft darkness, we honor this ancient holiday in our modern 

context. Music at 4:00 pm from the Christmas Choir, and at 8:00 pm from Special Musicians. Please invite family, friends, and 

neighbors — and plan to arrive early for the 4:00 pm service. 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 — ONE SERVICE ONLY 10:00 am                                               "A Spiritual Path into the New Year" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister 

The turning year is an opportunity to pause, take stock of where we are, release what needs to go and recommit to practices and 

pathways of heart, mind, and spirit. Join us for a four-fold service of reflection, releasing, renewal and return — including the 

opportunity to walk our unique Flaming Chalice Labyrinth.    
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"Every time a bell rings, another angel gets its wings." 

Ring-a-ling!  Ding, dong, merrily on high…  Sleigh bells jingling, ring-ting-tingling…   

The holiday season is full of bell-sounds that herald the arrival of joys great and small.       

But I think the best bells are the ones little Zuzu Bailey speaks of in Frank Capra's classic 

Christmas film, "It's a Wonderful Life."   

In the film, Zuzu's daddy, George Bailey, has so many problems he’s thinking about ending it 

all - on Christmas Eve! But as George is about to jump from a bridge, someone else jumps off 

first — and he ends up rescuing his own guardian angel. Clarence Odbody — a wingless angel 

— proceeds to show George what his town would have looked like if it hadn't been for all of 

George's good deeds over the years. 

Clarence's job isn't simply to save George's life but to show him the goodness at his own 

core. And when George "gets it," a bell rings, signaling Clarence's graduation to the next 

level of angelhood — the level with wings! 

Have YOU heard any ringing bells lately? 

I heard one at the grocery store… I was standing in line at the Outpost Co-op on State Street 

in Wauwatosa when the checker happily jangled a cowbell for the man in line in front of me. 

That man bought a bag of delicious groceries to be donated to the Hunger Task Force for a 

family in need. (I donated a gallon of milk — no bell from the checker, but there was a happy 

little jingle in my mind as I walked to my car.) 

Upon which angels will you bestow wings this season? There are at least a million charitable 

or arts organizations, political parties, and causes to which you might give — including 

several right here at UUCW, like our Giving Tree, Ministers Make a Difference Fund, Split the 

Plate partner organization and our Endowment Fund. Perhaps giving to one of these would 

ring-ting-tingle the bells of your soul? (See inside this West Wind for more information about 

giving options like "text-to-give" and online giving.) 

There's more to giving than money, of course. Being a Sunday greeter, coffee-maker, or 

chancel table decorator would be a wonderful gift to our community. Joining a committee 

or the choir is a gift of time and energy — as is volunteering to teach in Religious Education, 

or saying "yes" to serving on the Board of Trustees. We also give — to the earth — when we 

turn down the thermostat and use less energy, or bring holiday lights to church to be 

recycled (look for the bin near the East doors!). 

Ring-a-ling!  Hear them ring!   

 

Wishing you a joyful, thoughtful December… 

Suzelle 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Minister  

 

   

13001 West North Avenue 
Brookfield WI 53005-5219 

 

Phone: 262-782-3535 
Fax: 262-784-9479 

E-Mail: uucw@uucw.org 
Web Site: http://uucw.org 

 

Send comments and 
submissions to 

West Wind Editor, 
westwind@uucw.org 

 

Minister 
The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, 

 
 

Intern Minister 
Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, 

 
 

Church Administrator 
Vicki Banville 

 

Publications Coordinator 
Kelly Bognar 

 

Religious Education 
Coordinator 

Marsha Thrall 
 

Community Builder 
Brianna Laux Kocis 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Mamie Garner 

 

Lead Music Director 
Jennifer Nicolosi 

 

Music Director 
Ruben Piirainen 

 

Board of Trustees 
2018 - 2019 

David Feil, President 
Scott Shulick, Vice President 

Leslie Peterson, Treasurer 
Jeanne Jarecki, Secretary 

 
Heather Bartlett 
Vicki Brostrom 
Jane Browne 

Kathy Herrewig 
Melanie Weston 



Page 3 

 

West Wind – December 2018 

 

 

Most boards of trustees of congregations, associations, 

and nonprofits are made up of people from different walks 

of life and varied professions.  People join our UUCW Board 

because they want to contribute in a meaningful way to 

our beloved community.  And we are grateful for their 

time, energies and talents. 

Because our UUCW Nominating Committee is actively 

seeking members who will be elected to our Board in June 

of 2019, we thought it was important to communicate 

clear expectations about our board members' roles and 

responsibilities. 

The overarching role of the Board of Trustees at UUCW is 

to establish the direction and policies to serve the needs of 

our members and to uphold and live our Unitarian 

Universalist values.  The Board also has legal standing - 

they have a fiduciary responsibility, meaning that the 

financial well-being of the church is in their wheelhouse. 

Here's a list of ten general qualities and responsibilities of 

a Board member: 

1. Believe in and be an active advocate and ambassador 

for the values, mission, and vision of UUCW. 

2. Work with fellow board members to fulfill the 
obligations of board membership. 

3. Regularly attend board meetings and meetings of 

board task forces or committees to which they may be 
appointed. 

4. Prepare for these meetings by reviewing materials in 
advance and bringing the materials to meetings. 

5. Stay informed about UUCW, our issues and successes, 

and our connection to the community. 

6. Be generous in financial giving to UUCW. 

7. As appropriate, use personal and professional contacts 
and expertise to benefit the organization. 

8. Work in partnership with and respect the authority of 
UUCW leaders and staff. 

9. Agree to step down from board position if unable to 
fulfill these expectations. 

If you think you might be interested in serving on the 

Board or would like more information, contact Vicki 

Brzeski of the Nominating Committee, via the church 

office.   

 

 

The Making Memories Auction in November was a 

wonderful time of community-building and fund-raising.  

One hundred and forty items, services, events, and 

experiences were auctioned in the Live and Silent auctions 

and at least a hundred more were purchased from the 

Auction Boutique. And 154 tickets were sold, too — to 

UUCW members, friends, and friends brought along to 

enjoy and celebrate. The net amount raised was more 

than $30,000 (before after-event Boutique sales and online 

bidding for a few unsold items and event "seats"). 

We invested in a new online Auction system this year 

called Auctria. The system allowed for greater 

customization, ease of preparation, and the post-event 

online bidding, but on Auction night we discovered a few 

mismatches between Auctria and the way we are 

accustomed to operating. The patience of those in the 

check-out line was marvelous, and we worked our way 

through the errors.   

Auction proceeds will be recorded as income in the UUCW 

Operating Budget over two fiscal years, and will also help 

fund our Brigadista program's work in the Dominican 

Republic this summer. Thank you to everyone who 

donated to the auction, volunteered to help with tasks 

large and small, and to those who attended, and 

purchased or won items! Many thanks go to the Auction 

Team: Ann Bertz, Chair; Jeannie Baker, Andy Boerner 

(Brigadista Program Rep), Lynn Kapitan, Eva McCrossin, 

Anita O'Conor, Leslie Peterson, Rita Piper, Mary Lynn 

Robinson, Deb Ruesch, Melanie Weston, and Dale Yelich.  

The Team was aided greatly by Vicki Banville, Church 

Administrator. 

If you have Auction questions, please contact Vicki 

Banville, Church Administrator, via the church office. 

 

 

 

 Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 
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What do you remember about your teen years, your 

adolescence? 

I remember the thrill of independence, being able to ride 

my bike to the store completely alone-an autonomous 

shopper. Though it was just to the local Farm and Fleet, I 

had to cross the highway and I was completely 

unsupervised! Do you recall the delight of newly gained 

freedoms? That unique time of becoming, where many 

begin to emerge from childhood and transform into adults. 

Let me remind you of the physical awkwardness that 

accompanies this time in your life, truly a kind of 

discombobulation. There are times when I know I felt stuck 

between childhood and young adulthood wondering how 

it would all work out. Worried about what unexpected 

thing would happen next, worried if this was all normal, 

and worried about who I was becoming.  

I begin doing youth ministry because I remember the 

uncertainty of adolescence. I stayed ten years in youth 

ministry because I am in awe of our remarkable young 

people who recognize the inherent hypocrisies in our 

world and are brave and bold enough to speak truth to 

power. Transforming themselves and the world we all 

inhabit.   

Many of these youth identified themselves as lesbian, 

bisexual, pansexual, queer, gay, transgender or gender 

fluid. These youth navigate the complex transformation 

that is adolescence within a world laden with 

heteronormativity. Heteronormativity is the belief that 

people fall into only two binary distinct and 

complementary genders with natural roles in life. Gender 

identity is where you see yourself on the continuum of 

gender. If you identify with the sex you were born with at 

birth, you are considered cisgender; other gender 

identities include transgender, genderqueer or non-binary.  

Meanwhile, sexual orientation is who you are attracted to, 

and can range from being straight/heterosexual to being 

gay or anywhere on the spectrum. If you are not 

heteronormative, you are forced to explain yourself, 

meanwhile cisgender and heterosexual people are not 

asked to do this. 

 

These young people stand out amongst their peers, yet 

many of their teachers are unaware or uninformed about 

the identities they claim, and their parent’s reaction can 

vary from supportive to confused or scared for them or of 

who they might be. Most schools have little to no support 

systems in place and it can be almost impossible to find 

unbiased support and fellow youth who also identify as 

LGBTQI. They are stuck. Worried about what unexpected 

thing will happen next, worried if they are normal, and 

worried about who they are becoming. Asking themselves, 

will they ever be accepted and loved? 

And they are right to worry, we all should be worried.  

Compared with other students, negative attitudes toward 

LGBTQI youth put these youth at increased risk for 

experiences with violence such as bullying, teasing, 

harassment, and physical assault. According to the Center 

for Disease prevention LGB students and 34% were bullied 

on school property, 28% were bullied electronically and 

LGBTQI youth are five times more likely to attempt suicide. 

How can we expect these youth to thrive through the 

transformation process of adolescence when they 

encounter oppression in their daily lives?   

There are very few resources for LGBTQ youth in the cities 

of Waukesha, Wauwatosa, Brookfield, and Elmbrook. 

Unitarian Universalist Church West is uniquely poised to 

help by offering a sanctuary to these unserved or 

underserved youth in our community. This year I am 

networking with the Milwaukee LGBTQ Center, FORGE, 

Pathways Counseling, our own Interweave group on 

creating monthly social events at UUCW for LBGTQI youth 

and their families to connect, share resources, build 

relationships, have fun and find sanctuary.   

I know many of you have experienced and witnessed this 

kind of oppression and want to do something to help.  

Unitarian Universalists we believe in and long for a world 

where everyone is celebrated, accepted, and able to thrive 

and grow into their full potential. Here is an opportunity to 

help some of the most vulnerable in our community with 

the simple act of hospitality. Can you help us make this 

happen? Let me know if you are interested in volunteering 

your time and energy.    

Blessed be.   Kimberlee 

Contact Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister, via 

the church office. 
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Has this happened to you? You're sitting in the sanctuary 

when the Split the Plate partner organization is 

introduced. You really want to make a donation, but you 

don't have cash with you or a checkbook! So the gift is 

postponed…  and perhaps even forgotten. 

Imagine if you could send a donation with a simple click or 

two on your smartphone! That's the power of Online 

Giving and Text-to-Give, and they are coming SOON to 

UUCW. 

According to the experts, nearly 80 percent of Americans 

carry less than $50 cash with them. And nine percent carry 

no cash at all. And most Americans don't carry 

checkbooks, either. Many of us pay our bills online, and 

we'd love to be able to make financial gifts to UUCW the 

same way. 

Your Stewardship Committee has been listening to your 

needs, and learning how we can meet them! Watch for 

Tutorials on Text-to-Give and Online Giving at the 

Stewardship Committee table in the Community Room on 

Sundays in December. (Information will be provided in the 

Weekly E-News, too). You'll love these easy, secure ways to 

make UUCW pledge payments, give to Split the Plate, and 

to respond to other giving opportunities. 

Questions? Contact Vicki Banville, Church Administrator,  

via the church office. 

 

The PieceMakers quilting group is planning to go out for a 

holiday brunch on Saturday, December 15 — exact 

location and time will be decided soon. Watch for details. 

In January, the group will start a series of “Help me take 

the next step on my quilt” sessions. People will be 

encouraged to bring a quilt that they are working on for 

group help on continuing or finishing it. 

 For more information, contact Carolyn Lawrence, via the 

church office. 

 

 

Religious Education (RE) is a rapidly-changing field within 

Unitarian Universalism and other faith communities. In 

this workshop with RE expert Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy, 

we will explore the purpose and meaning of Religious 

Education, what we love, why we do it, and how we might 

move forward into the future with possible new strategies 

and ideas.  Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy is the senior 

minister of the Fox Valley UU Fellowship in Appleton. She 

has a passion for creating multigenerational community, 

helping congregations find their RE and multigenerational 

vision, and crafting steps to empower leadership and 

structure the organization to make the vision a reality.  

Carpooling can be arranged. If you are interested in 

attending, please contact Rev. Suzelle Lynch at via the 

church office. 

 

The next meeting of Wisdom and Whimsy, the engaging 

group for people who are over 50 but young at heart, is 

Wednesday, December 12 from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. 

The topic for this meeting will be “Lineage and Ancestry 

and their influences on our lives.” 

Join us every second Wednesday of the month. People 

who come to this fun, gentle and social Affinity group 

enjoy curiosity about each other and the world. Feel free 

to bring friends who have not come to our church. Bring a 

bag lunch if you wish and group leaders will provide tea, 

coffee, and cookies! 

If you need a ride or more information, call or text 

Charlene Carter via the church office. Looking ahead, our 

meeting on Wednesday, January 9th will focus on Tips 

for Healthy Living. The group meets once a month on the 

second Wednesday of the month. 

We look forward to your joining us! Blessings to all! 
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Black & Pink is a national organization of open family of 

LGBTQ prisoners and “free world” allies who support each 

other. They work toward the abolition of the prison 

industrial complex is rooted in the experience of currently 

and formerly incarcerated people.   

The UUCW First Service Middle School “Call to Justice” 

Religious Education Group has coordinated a Giving Tree 

in the church lobby that will be up from November 25, 

2018 to January 6, 2019 to collect items that will support 

and sustain Black and Pink Milwaukee Chapter’s letter 

writing events throughout the year. These items include:  

• Pens 

• Stationary/Envelopes 

• Notecards/Envelopes 

• Postage Stamps 

The Black & Pink MKE holds letter-writing events that are 

open to the public. Letter-writing events are offered 6-8 

pm, 1st Wednesday and 1-3 pm, 3rd Sunday of each month 

at Milwaukee Public Library, 814 W. Wisconsin Ave.  

Black &Pink MKE also provide support to family members 

of incarcerated folks in visiting their loved one in prison, 

host art shows of work by those incarcerated, and network 

with other organizations. For more information, visit 

http://www.blackandpink.org/chapters/milwaukee/  

Questions about the Giving Tree can be directed to Marsha 

Thrall, Religious Education Coordinator, via the church 

office.  

 

 

Join the recycling fun — get your holiday decoration boxes 

out and recycle last season’s trimmings. Please bring your 

donations on Sunday, December 2, before services. We 

will have tables set up in the Community Room to display 

donations such as ribbons, bells, nutcrackers, angels, 

Santa’s, etc. Please, no artificial Christmas trees. All ages 

welcome to browse and choose your favorites! Everything 

is FREE! This rotation will be one Sunday only. For more 

information, contact Helen Klimowicz at via the church 

office.  

 

Each year about this time the Nominating Committee 

begins seeking a slate of candidates for the board, 

nominating committee and endowment committee, to be 

installed the following June at the annual business 

meeting. This year we are seeking 3 for the board for 3-

year terms, 3 for the nominating committee for 2-year 

terms and 2 for the endowment committee for 3-year 

terms, to replace those who will be leaving their positions. 

These are opportunities to serve our UU congregation, 

make new friends and use your leadership skills. 

We will have a table set up in the community room on Jan. 

13th and Jan. 20th between services and after second 

service with descriptions of each position. Nominating 

Committee members will be present to answer your 

questions. We would also love to hear your ideas on others 

you think might be good candidates. Please visit our table 

in the Community Room after services in December. 

For more information, contact Susan Endes, Nominating 

Committee Chair at via the church office. 

 

 

The Food Pantry of Waukesha County will be the recipient 

of non-perishable food throughout December. This 

organization supplies any pantry in Waukesha County that 

runs out of any particular items. The number one need at 

this time is Mac and Cheese. Also requested are Chunky 

Soups, pancake mix and syrup, cereal and catsup.  

A truck from the Food Pantry of Waukesha County will pick 

up the donations and a check for $100 after the last 

Sunday in December. Whatever you like to eat would be 

great to donate! Please be generous in your sharing. Many 

thanks!  

For more information about the UUCW Food Pantry, 

contact Ellen Newbauer or Melanie Weston via the church 

office. 
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My spirit lifts as I look out the window at a winter 

wonderland. But I know there are some among us who do 

not see the beauty surrounding us.  Some are lonely, 

others might be grieving.  Still others have problems that 

seem unsurmountable.  All of them can be helped by 

reaching out to the Lay Pastoral Care Team. 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team is composed of trained 

nonjudgmental listeners  who are the embodiment of 

confidential and compassionate support during stressful 

times. The mystery is that sometimes a tough problem is 

solved by the individual him/herself.  When the problem is 

explained to a trained  listener, it is clearer to the 

individual, also. Then the solution often comes to mind. 

Individuals may seek support for themselves, or a friend or 

family member may suggest that the Lay Pastoral Care 

Team contact the person.  A team member will make an 

initial phone call to introduce himself or herself and Lay 

Pastoral Care services, and to ask if this would be helpful. 

Contact Lay Pastoral Care at laypastoralcare@uucw.org; 

or call Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the church office. All calls will 

be handled confidentially. 

 

 “In mindfulness one is not only restful and 

happy, but alert and awake. Meditation is not 

evasion; it is a serene encounter with reality.”  

      — Thich Nhat Hanh 

Meditate with us to deepen your own practice or to 

experience meditation as a beginner (we have 

handouts for basic meditation practice). You can sit on 

the floor or in a chair. You can choose to meditate 20 or 

45 minutes. Join us for one or both groups. 

Morning Group meets Wednesdays:  

10:00 to 11:00 am 

Evening Group meets Tuesdays: 

5:30 to 6:30 pm 

If you are running late, just come in quietly and join us 

sitting in meditation. For more info, contact Helen 

Klimowicz via the church office. 

 

The 7:00 pm Winter Solstice Service on Friday, 

December 21 will feature the Solstice Singers singing 

special music and leading the congregation in singing. All 

are welcome to join the Solstice Singers for this special 

service. Rehearsals will be December 11 and 18, 7-8:00 pm. 

The 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service on December 24 will 

feature a Christmas Eve Choir. All are welcome to join the 

choir! Rehearsals will be December 11 and 18, 6-7:00 pm. 

Rehearsal tracks will be available for all of these choir 

opportunities. For more information, contact Lead Music 

Director Jennifer Nicolosi via the church office. 

 

Join this early-rising group on the second Tuesday of every 

month; next meeting Tuesday, December 11 at 7:45 am 

at Bakers Square at 15300 Bluemound Road, Elm Grove. 

Come again or for the first time for conversations on 

current events, philosophy, movies, vacations, seminal 

books, in a small group, usually 7-10. For information, 

contact facilitator Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 

 

Great Books is discussing Because I Am Furniture on 

Monday, December 10 at 10:00 am. Author Thalia 

Chaltas uses a series of poems to deal with the subject of 

family violence from the perspective of the youngest 

daughter. Fourteen-year-old Anke's father is abusive to her 

siblings but ignores Anke, making her question her own 

worth and feel as insignificant as the living room sofa. It is 

also the story of how Anke gains confidence in herself and 

the courage to stand up to her father. 

Great Books will be discussing First Mothers: The Women 

Who Shaped the Presidents by Bonnie Angelo in January 

(Chapters 1-6) and in February (Chapters 7-12). 

If you have any questions, please contact co-facilitator 

Joyce Prewitt or Kit Hansen via the church office. 
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Have you read any good books lately? Are there some 

books you'd like to explore with the group? Help choose 

our books for 2019. Bring your suggestions to our next 

meeting at the church on Wednesday, December 12 from 

7:00 to 8:30 pm. New members are always welcome.  

Questions? Contact Kathy Schwei or Marilyn Swanson via 

the church office. 

 

 

 

The Library Committee is working on updating the library 

collection. Outdated books and duplicate copies of books 

are being withdrawn from the library. As these books are 

withdrawn, they will periodically be put on a table in the 

Community Room for UUCW members to take for free. Any 

books left will be taken to Half Price Books to be sold or 

recycled. For more information, contact Carolyn Lawrence, 

via the church office. 

 

Are you a quick learner, a jack-of-all-trades, and a hard 

worker that takes pride in what you do? Unitarian 

Universalist Church West is looking for the perfect 

candidate to fill our Campus Specialist position. This is a 

part-time 15-20 hour per week position. 

Main duties include janitorial, maintenance, running the 

sound system, preparing various furniture setups, and 

building security. This job requires flexible hours which 

include evenings and weekends — at least two to three 

times per month. These hours will coincide with church 

needs. 

The ability to lift, push, pull and move equipment, 

furniture, supplies, etc. up to 50 pounds is required. 

Customer service skills are important. Ability to 

understand and work with technology is a must. Training 

is provided. If you are interested in applying or have any 

questions, please contact Vicki Banville, Church 

Administrator, via the church office. 

 

The Chancel Table is an important part of our Sunday 

worship services. It holds the Flaming Chalice and candles 

used during Joys and Concerns, as well as a colorful and 

decorative arrangement of flowers, dried branches or even 

a sculpture placed on special lengths of cloth. Use your 

creative energy to contribute to the joy of Sunday worship 

services! 

No long-term commitment is required and there are no 

committee meetings. Choose a Sunday that works for you. 

If you haven't done it before, you will be partnered with an 

experienced volunteer to show you around the supplies in 

the closet and help you put together a beautiful 

arrangement. You may use flowers, branches, or other 

items that are appropriate for the Sunday service. The 

chancel table is also a special way to celebrate a life event, 

honor a loved one or just donate an arrangement for fun.  

Saturdays before a Sunday service can be a good day to 

set up your arrangement, especially if you are using fresh 

flowers/plant cuttings. After signing up online, call the 

office (262-782-3535) to verify a good day/time to set up 

your arrangement. If the Sanctuary is being used on 

Saturday for an event, you may have to do the set up after 

the event or early on Sunday morning.  

Sign up today at HERE or contact Sarah Frey via the 

church office.  

 

After a break for the holidays, the UUCW Song Circle is 

back on Friday, January 18. Mark your calendar for every 

third Friday of each month. Singing is good for your brain, 

and it's a fun social time, too! 

We enjoy using the book Rise Up Singing along with our 

two UU hymnals to give us ideas for songs to share 

together Easy to learn songs will include songs of peace, 

friendship, social justice, hymns and rounds. This adult 

Song Circle is open to the public, so bring your friends, 

too! Please bring a snack to share (optional), and/or your 

water bottle. Hot tea will be available. Contact Sarah 

Stokes via the church office. 

file://///WD3TB/Office/Westwind/2018-2019%20Volume%2024/HERE
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Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach and 

generosity.  Each month we give half of all undesignated 

offering monies to a non-profit organization as a way to 

help us live our Unitarian Universalist values and serve our 

community. In December the UUCW Split the Plate program 

supports Meta House of Milwaukee. 

Meta House ends the generational cycle of addiction by 

healing women and strengthening families. 

Meta House has been blazing new trails in women’s drug 

and alcohol addiction treatment since our doors opened 

in 1963. The agency is noted as one of the first residential 

treatment facilities in the country designed specifically for 

women. In 1988, Meta House became one of the first 

treatment centers to allow women to bring their children 

to live with them in residential treatment and receive 

supportive services simultaneously.  

Programs offered at Meta House include: 

• inpatient residential treatment; 

• a tiered outpatient program; and 

• Meta Sober Living Community 

At all levels of care, Meta House provides an array of 

services that help participants address all of the issues 

they face as women and mothers. In addition to drug and 

alcohol addiction treatment, Meta House provides 

parenting education and hands-on coaching; prevention 

and intervention services for the children of the mothers 

we serve and services to address income, employability, 

basic skills of daily living, mental and physical health and 

trauma resolution. 

This holistic approach ensures that as mom gets well, her 

family has the tools to adapt to a life in recovery. For more 

information about Meta House, http://metahouse.org/   

For more information about Split the Plate, contact Sue 

Schalig via the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year at this time, friends and families of Unitarian 

Universalist Church West participate in the UU tradition of 

Guest at Your Table, a human rights program sponsored by 

the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC). 

Guest at Your Table boxes and donation envelopes are 

available in the church foyer. Boxes and envelopes will 

be collected during the service on December 16. 

Participating households put their Guest at Your Table box 

or envelope in a prominent spot, often the family meal 

table. Then every time families gather for a meal, they 

think about the people around the world who need our 

support and put their spare money in the box or envelope. 

The UUSC puts our shared UU principles into action in the 

United States and around the world. Through a potent 

combination of advocacy, education, and partnerships 

with grassroots organizations, UUSC promotes economic 

rights, advances environmental justice, and preserves the 

rights of people in times of humanitarian crisis. 

Donations of $125 or more are eligible to be matched by 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock in 

Manhasset, N.Y, doubling your good works! 

Your generosity with the Guest at Your Table is tax 

deductible! Be sure to turn any cash into a check made out 

to UUSC and complete the form on your box or envelope. If 

you would prefer not to bring home a box or envelope, you 

can support UUSC directly online at www.uusc.org. 

For more info, contact Marsha Thrall, Religious Education 

Coordinator, via the church office. 

 

 

This year, during the gift-giving season, UUCW’s middle 

school RE group is learning about meaningful gift-giving, 

especially as it ties into the UU Second Principle of “justice, 

equity, and compassion in human relations.” Our youth 

ask that you check out the “Local First Milwaukee” 

businesses during this gift-giving season, and perhaps 

year-round. For a complete list, see 

https://localfirstmilwaukee.com/. Thank you for 

considering local businesses first, this holiday season. For 

more info, contact Marsha Thrall, via the church office. 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 

http://metahouse.org/
http://www.uusc.org/
https://localfirstmilwaukee.com/
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NON PROFIT  

PAID PERMIT 243 

BROOKFIELD, WI 53005 

 

Sunday, December 9th — 9:15 and 11:00 am 

“Season of Mysteries — Holiday Music Service” 

Sunday, December 16th — 9:15 and 11:00 am 

“At the Roots of Mystery, There Lies History” 

Friday, December 21st — 7:00 pm 

“Calling Back the Sun - A Winter Solstice Ritual” 

Sunday, December 23rd – 10:00 am 

Dark of Winter: Blessings and Perspectives 

Monday, December 24th — 4:00 and 8:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

Sunday, December 30th — 10:00 am 

A Spiritual Path into the New Year 


