
 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am            "Bold Vision, Bright Future" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, 
Intern Minister, and the UUCW Adult Choir 

Pledge Drive Celebration and Continental Breakfast 

Join in the joy as we celebrate UUCW and YOU, and make our financial pledges to support another year of spirit-filling, 

difference-making, and community-building. With music, stories, and food for body and soul, we honor our 

congregation’s bold vision and look towards a bright future! Come hear the UUCW Choir sing today! 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                                "Salvation Journey" 

Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister  

The season of Lent has arrived, marking the beginning of the Easter season, a time to reflect on sacrifice and salvation.   

Yet, The Gospel of Mary and The Gospel of Thomas both suggest to an alternative path to salvation that circumvents the 

need for Jesus’s role as a savior through his sacrifice. This week we will journey back in time to explore what early 

Christians believed and how their concepts of salvation and community are Universalist ideas that we embrace today.  

Today we hear the young voices of the Spring Children’s Choir. 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am                                      "Where the Journey Leads" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, 

Intern Minister  

A Multigenerational Service 

Life is a journey — but where does it take us? That may depend on the guidance we follow! We travel with a boy named 

Nikolas this morning as he seeks the answers to some deep questions, and finds them in a surprising place! 

Special music today from UUCW youth and pianist Spencer Harris. 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am   "Following the Ancestral Path" 

Pulpit Guest: Venice R. Williams Worship Ministry Coordinator: Deb Ruesch 

As many of us know, most often in life, it is not about the destination, as much as it is about the journey.  Venice will 

share some of what she has learned, and continues to embrace on her life journey. 

Inspiring music provided by Daniel Dance. 
  

About our guest: Venice Williams is the Executive Director of Alice’s Garden and its visionary leader. She calls herself a 

cultural and spiritual midwife, strongly believing she was put in Creation to help bring forth all that is good and whole in 

people and places. She has been doing just that in Milwaukee for the past twenty-seven years. 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 — 9:15 and 11:00 am   "Not All Heroes Wear Capes" 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch with Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, 
Intern Minister 

 

Women’s History Month ends today, but not before we meet some Unitarian Universalist women we all really need to 

know. Come hear their stories! Enjoy music from Kaleidoscope, UUCW’s Worship Band! 
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We Are a People Who Journey 

Life is a journey — a physical one, and a spiritual one! Our Soul Matters question for the 
month of March is “What does it mean to be people of the journey?” To journey is to engage 

in the practices of patient change, courageous growth, and pilgrimage. 

Pilgrimage is a powerful word — in religious parlance, a pilgrim is person who journeys to a 
sacred place for religious reasons. In the literary sense, a pilgrimage is “life viewed as a 
journey.” For Unitarian Universalists, life itself is that sacred place to which and through 

which we journey. 

In the UU Orientation class, we invite folks to reflect on questions about their spiritual 
journey. I thought you might find these questions interesting! Every time I see them, I think, 

“Wow, we could base a whole spirituality class or Soul Circle around these!” I’d love to lead 
that class or circle — let me know if you’d like to join in that journey with me.   

Here are the questions — I’ll share one of my answers, too. 

1. Life functions in space. What is a place where a significant religious/spiritual 
experience happened for you?  

2. All life is meeting others. Who is someone who had an impact on your religious or 

spiritual feelings and ideas?   

3. Experiences shape our religious faith. What was one formative experience you’ve 

had in your life and why was it important to you? Did it support or change your 
beliefs about God, Spirit, death, the afterlife, etc.? 

4. We live in communities. What religious community (church, synagogue, mosque, 

sangha, study group, etc.) has had a lasting influence on your life’s development?   

5. We human beings are choosing creatures. Think of an important decision in your 
life and what it meant to you, how the decision was made and the result.   

6. Life is made of joy and sorrow. List a happy experience and a sad one. How have 

these experiences impacted you spiritually? 

Here’s one of my answers to Question 2. In a recent sermon (“Can You Be a UU All by 
Yourself?”) I mentioned a born-again Christian friend with whom I used to talk about life, the 
universe and everything. This friend — Liz Jones — worked with me in the corporate world. 

She was pretty conservative, and I was very liberal, yet we were kindred spirits in our belief 

that life simply had to have greater meaning than “earning and spending.” It was my 
conversations with Liz that inspired me to stop “being a UU by myself” and go back to 

church. Her openness and generosity of spirit sent me in a direction that changed my life 
profoundly.   

Where are you on your spiritual journey? Thank you for making UUCW part of it! 

Blessings to you, 

Suzelle 

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch, Minister  
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Unitarian Universalist Church West provides strength and 

courage for life’s journey — we are a spiritual community 
with a Bold Vision of a better world where every person is 
respected, and where the common good is a common 

goal!  

UUCW is a place to be ourselves and find kindred souls. 

UUCW sustains us with a Bold Vision that joy is our 
journey, guided by our UU values of compassion and 
generosity. 

We have a Bold Vision at UUCW that children and teens be 

nurtured in progressive religious values — and we are all 

given tools to live our faith. 

Bold Vision + YOU and ME = BRIGHT FUTURE for UUCW! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
2019-20 Pledge Drive Launch Event 

March 3 at 9:15 & 11:00 am 

BOLD VISION, BRIGHT FUTURE 

Food, Fellowship and Fun! 

• Music-filled services for adults at 9:15 and 11 am  

• Delicious brunch for all follows each service!   

• Come and be nourished in body and spirit 

• Come make your pledge to nourish UUCW!   
 

How MUCH should you pledge? Some considerations: 

• Your pledge amount is up to you. UUCW people 
give as they can - always seeking to give a bit more 

than they did the year before. Giving 3-5% of 

income is encouraged. 

• A challenging truth: Longtime members tend to 
give more, but in recent years moved away to live 
closer to their children. Ask yourself: Can I give 
more to fill the gap?   

• When you give to UUCW, your money extends our 
hope, inspiration, challenge, and support to the 
whole community. It matters that we are here — 
YOU matter here! 

How To Make Your Pledge 

• Complete a form at church on Sunday, March 3  

• Call or e-mail the UUCW office. Mamie Garner, 

Administrative Assistant, can be reached at 262-782-

3535x10 or at UUCW@uucw.org  She would be happy 
to help you make your Pledge. 

• Postal-mail your pledge form or a note with the amount 
you'd like to pledge to UUCW, 13001 W. North Ave., 

Brookfield, WI  53005 

• If you use our "auto-pay" system (pledge is deducted 
directly from your checking or savings account) let us 
know you'd like to continue at your current giving level 
by note, call, or email! 

Questions? Contact the UUCW Stewardship Team via 
Chair, Leslie Peterson via the church office. 

 

 

General Assembly is the annual meeting of our Unitarian 
Universalist Association. Attendees worship, witness, 
learn, connect, and make policy for the Association 

through democratic process. This year’s Assembly will be 

held June 19-23 in Spokane, Washington. The General 

Assembly Ware Lecturer is Richard Blanco, the fifth 

inaugural poet who was selected by President Obama. 

GA Registration opens on March 1. More information is 

available at http://tinyurl.com/y2gcavl5  

 

The MidAmerica Region is where UUs visibly live our faith, 
create connections, grow our membership, and welcome 

all persons who share our UU values.  

Registration is now open for the 2019 MidAmerica Regional 

Assembly. This year, our Regional Assembly will be held in 
St. Louis, Missouri on April 5-7.  

Use the following link to find out more information about 
Regional Assembly including pricing, hotel information, 
our schedule of events, workshop information, 
information on volunteering, how to register, and much 

more: http://tinyurl.com/y58z7999  

 

mailto:UUCW@uucw.org
http://tinyurl.com/y2gcavl5
http://tinyurl.com/y58z7999
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Great news! On February 7th after careful deliberation the 

UUCW Board of Trustees reached an important milestone 
for the Build 2020 project by unanimously agreeing to limit 

the budget for construction to the $1.2 million raised in the 
Build 2020 capital campaign. 

Why is this an important milestone? Didn’t we already 
know we raised $1.2 million? 
Yes. But during the planning stages we discovered it would 

cost $1.8 million to complete our major deferred 

maintenance projects as well as the other Build 2020 
remodeling priorities. Because $1.2 million is the amount 

available from the capital campaign, the Board of Trustees 

considered the option of raising additional funds to 

complete the entire project now, rather than having some 
improvements wait until a later time. Board members 
sought advice from the Finance Committee, and agreed to 

limit the project cost to $1.2 million due to the effect 

borrowing money to finance the larger project would have 

on the overall financial health of UUCW. The Board also felt 
it wasn’t appropriate to hold a second capital campaign at 

this time to cover the extra costs. 

Is it too late to increase my pledge for the Build 2020 

Capital Campaign, or to make a new pledge if I haven’t 
done so already? 

Of course not! It’s never too late to contribute to this 
important project. Contact Vicki Banville, Church 

Administrator, to make a pledge or adjust an existing 
pledge via the church office. Since we are still in the 

planning stages any additional funds received will be put 
to good use and may expand the amount of work we can 

do. In fact, we can also accept donations of materials 

and/or labor if you are associated with a business that is in 
a position to do so. Please contact UUCW Treasurer Leslie 
Peterson via the church office if that is something you are 

interested in pursuing. 

Which projects will be part of this phase of Build 2020? 
The scope of the $1.2 million project includes upgrading 
the HVAC system, repairing the roof and parking lots, 

replacing the old windows, installing an elevator, 

remodeling the bathrooms on the main level, adding a 
new all-gender-inclusive bathroom, and remodeling the 

foyer. 

 

 

What projects that were part of Build 2020 aren’t 
getting done now? 

The major projects that aren’t being addressed now are 

the conversion of the main office and church 

administrator’s office to a library/café and conference 
room, respectively; remodeling the upper level into a suite 
of offices and conference rooms; remodeling and 
expanding the kitchen; and remodeling the lower level of 

the building. In addition, there are a number of lower-
priority maintenance items that will be addressed at a 
later date. 

What happens now?  When will construction begin? 
Now that we have a budget we can launch the next phases 

of the project, which will include completion of the 

schematic designs, design development, preparation of 

construction documents, bidding, and determination of 

construction services. Berghammer Construction Corp. will 

then prepare the design-build contract with UUCW for the 

project. We expect construction will take place during the 
summer. 

When can we see the plans? 
As we move through the next phases of the project our 

architect will create detailed drawings of the work to be 

done, and we will share those with the congregation as 
soon as they are available. 

What if I have more questions? 

If you have more questions, or simply want to discuss the 
project in more detail, contact Phil Kroner, Chair of the 
Build 2020 Task Force via the church office.  

 

 

 

Help build a young adult community at UUCW by joining 
other UU young adults in socialization, camaraderie, and 

good food on Sunday, March 10 at 1:00 pm in the 
Community Room. Please bring a dish to pass and share 

with others. Families and children are welcome! 

For more information, contact Brianna Laux Kocis, 
Community Builder via the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 
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Sunday, March 17, 1 to 3 pm - Community Room 

The UUCW Bylaws are a legal document that sets forth the 

purpose of the church, qualifications for membership, 
members' rights, how the Board of Trustees and its officers 
are elected, how meetings are conducted, how ministers 
are called and dismissed, definitions of committees and 
how they are created, and rules about the disposition of 

property. The Bylaws are a living document, for they 

contain a provision that requires that they be reviewed 

every five years by a Bylaws Review Committee elected by 

the congregation. Every church member is entitled to have 

a copy of the Bylaws. The proposed updates are online at 

http://tinyurl.com/y3rysdz7 or on the foyer table. 

In the spring of 2018, the Bylaws Review Committee 
presented a Bylaws change proposal to the congregation, 

and that proposal was placed on the agenda of the June 

2018 Annual Meeting. Among other changes, the Bylaws 

Review Committee recommended removing the 
Committee on Ministry from the Bylaws as a Standing 

Committee. At the June 2018 Annual Meeting, the 

members voted to remove the Proposed Bylaws Changes 

from the meeting agenda, feeling that they had not had 
enough time to fully understand the proposed changes.   

In order to provide an opportunity for open discussion 
with congregation members regarding the 2018 proposed 

Bylaws changes, which will be on the 2019 Annual Meeting 
Agenda in June, the Board of Trustees is hosting an 
informational meeting on Sunday, March 17th from 1:00 
to 3:00 pm in the Community Room. 

All members are invited and encouraged to attend and 
learn more about the proposed changes to our Bylaws, 
including the role and history of the Committee on 
Ministry. Questions? Contact President David Feil, via the 

church office.  

 

Join this early-rising group on the second Tuesday of the 
month Tuesday, March 12 at 7:45 am at Bakers Square 

at 15300 Bluemound Rd., Elm Grove. Come again or for 

the first time for conversations on current events, 
philosophy, or movies, in a small group. Contact facilitator 
Jerry Kashmerick via the church office. 

 

Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach and 
generosity. Each month we give half of all undesignated 

offering monies to a non-profit organization as a way to 

help us live our Unitarian Universalist values and serve our 
community. 

The Sisters Program of the Benedict Center is a street 
outreach, case management and skill building program for 

women in prostitution and or/sex trafficking. The program 

is an innovative community-police partnership and is 
gaining recognition as a more effective way to improve the 

health and safety of women and communities.  

The Sisters Program receives support and involvement 
from a multidisciplinary team of residents, businesses, 
faith leaders, local government, and community 

organizations. In six short years, the Sisters Program has 
created a safe and confidential path from prostitution to a 

new life free of danger, incarceration and even death for 
women, many trying to protect and care for their children.   

To learn how this grass roots project is changing lives in 
our community, see http://tinyurl.com/y5rwzgyu     

For additional information, please contact Split the Plate 

member, Lisa Larson via the church office. 

 

 

This June 21-30, a group of UUCW Members and friends 
will travel to the Dominican Republic on a service-learning 
trip to build houses and community with families in need.  

Here is what we need from YOU! 

• Travel with us! We need 4 more volunteers to join 

us to make a full group! 

If you can't travel, here are other ways you can help: 

• Share this link https://goo.gl/HkHBfs or download the 

brochure and share it with friends and family.  
• Start collecting items such as baseball gear, Spanish-

language books, and school supplies. In Mid-May, we 
will designate a place for you to deliver donations. 

For more information, contact Andy Boerner via the church 

office.    

http://tinyurl.com/y3rysdz7
http://tinyurl.com/y5rwzgyu
https://goo.gl/HkHBfs
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Let’s say that you’ve been coming to UUCW on Sundays for 
a while — a month or two, perhaps…  Or maybe it’s been 

longer. And now you wonder, “Is there something I need to 
do to make my relationship with the UUCW community 

official?” 

The answer is YES! You need to sign the Membership Book.  

That’s how people become official members of UUCW. As 
Rev. Suzelle said in a sermon recently, “We are not 

considered Unitarian Universalists by birth or belief, or 
even by shared practice. We become Unitarian 

Universalists by the making and living of a freely-chosen 

adult promise to walk together in love, working to build 

and sustain the kind of trust that allows each person to 
fully belong.” Your signature in the Membership Book 

symbolizes that you have made that promise — it indicates 

you are in accord with UUCW’s mission and purpose; that 

you are now “owning” the church in a new way!   

Because so many members take the UU Orientation class 
before they join there’s a rumor out there that you HAVE to 

take the Orientation before you can sign the Membership 

Book.  But the Membership Committee recently decided 

to make it more clear that you can join UUCW at any 

time. When YOU are ready, contact Community Builder 
Brianna Laux Kocis or Rev. Suzelle Lynch, and they will 

witness your signature in the Book. 

What’s required of members? UUCW invites members to 
participate regularly in congregational life, which means 

things like coming to Sunday services, reading the e-news, 
volunteering to welcome people on Sundays or serve 

coffee. We also strongly encourage you to get involved in a 

small group, like a Soul Circle, or book group, or even a 
committee or team, because that’s the best way to get to 
know people and make friends at church. Doing these 

things can also help you learn more about Unitarian 
Universalism and nurture your personal spirituality. 

The one basic requirement of membership is making an 
annual financial contribution. It’s not a “membership 

fee” like you pay to join a gym or a club, though. Like your 
signature in the Membership Book, a financial contribution 
is part of the promise you make by being a member: that 

UUCW is now YOUR community. You’re investing a part of 
your life energy into the community! Members’ financial 

contributions fund more than 80% of the church’s annual 
budget — that’s why you'll be asked to make a pledge of 

financial support each year (there’s an article about the 

Annual Pledge Drive in this issue of the West Wind — take a 
look for more information). 

Is volunteering required for membership? Volunteering 

is not required, but it is strongly encouraged. We believe 

that all our members and friends have gifts they'd like to 
develop and use in the service of their core values.  
Volunteers staff church committees, serve on the Board of 
Trustees, lead groups, teach adult classes, help plan 

worship services, help with office work, care for our 
buildings and grounds, organize social justice programs 
and actions, and more. Volunteer commitments can be 
one-time or ongoing. Volunteering can be a way to grow 
your skills and your spirituality! We encourage you to 

volunteer not only because it helps UUCW, but also 

because we know that when we give our time to a 

community, we receive more from that community.   

Do I have to become a member to participate at UUCW?  

Nope. If you are not ready to join, it is all right to enjoy 

what UUCW offers, to volunteer, and to contribute 
financially. There are tangible benefits for members, 

though. Members can have access to free services from our 
ministers, gain free and reduced-fee use of the building for 

important life events, and are given the authority to serve 

in elected leadership positions at UUCW. Membership 
brings intangible benefits, as well — the knowledge that 

you have made an important commitment to yourself,  

and your spiritual growth by joining a community that has 

made powerful commitments to racial and social justice, 
equity, compassion, religious diversity and freedom, and 

the earth.   

Need more information about Membership, 

Volunteering, or Giving at UUCW? Contact Community 
Builder Brianna Laux Kocis or Rev. Suzelle Lynch via the 
church office.  

 

UUCW has it’s next two-part New Member Orientation 
class on Sundays, March 17 and 31 from 12:30 to        

2:30 pm. This class is a great opportunity for newcomers 
to learn more about Unitarian Universalism, UUCW, meet 

other newcomers, and decide whether they are ready to 

make the commitment of membership. Childcare is 
available if registered by Friday, March 8. 

To register, please email Brianna Laux Kocis at via the 

church office or fill out a registration form after sevice in 
the Community Room at the “Talk to Me” table. We hope 
to see you there! 

 



Page 7 
 

West Wind – March 2019 

 

The March food donations will be received by the 
Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Initiative, which serves 300 

to 400 homeless and 5,500 at-risk veterans in Milwaukee. 
The MHVI began in 2008 when two members began 

interviewing homeless veterans at Repairers of the Breach, 
a daytime shelter in Milwaukee, to find out what kinds of 

help they needed. It began slowly, giving bus tickets to 
homeless veterans to help them get to appointments, and 

walking them through the process of qualifying for health 
care and other benefits. 

Next came early morning outreach to find out where 

homeless vets sleep. These members of the MHVI earned a 

reputation for being people the veterans could trust and 
count on. The first food pantry was started in 2010. There 

are "specific items" of non-perishable food they need. 

Nothing else this month, please. 

Please donate ONLY: 
 Cereal      Pasta sauce 

 Pudding cups    Knorr pasta sides 

 Fruit cups     Peanut butter 

 Canned fruit    Spam 

 Box or rice packets   Mac and cheese 

 Canned stews and chili 

Imagine being homeless in Wisconsin winters! Please be 

generous. For more information, contact Ellen via the 

church office. Many thanks! Ellen Newbauer and Melanie 
Weston, Co-chairs. 
 

 

Anti-Semitism is part of white supremacy culture that has 

been growing in the United States in the last few years 
culminating the mass shootings at the Tree of Life 

synagogue in Oct. 2018. As we discuss “dismantling white 
supremacy culture” in our congregation and community, 

we cannot ignore how deeply anti-Semitism is embedded 
in it. 

Join the BLM Reflection/Action Group on Saturday,  
March 16, from 9:00 – 11:00 am as we explore this issue. 
The meeting is open to anyone interested. There are a 

couple of online articles to read in preparation, so if you 
are interested in attending, contact Ann Heidkamp at via 
the church office to get the links. 

 

The Governor's "Advisory Committee on Public Safety and 
Criminal Justice Reform" has about 30 members. Many of 

them are district attorneys, public defenders, judges, and 
even two former Secretaries of Correction. Sarah Ferber of 

the Eau Claire EXPO chapter is the only formerly-
incarcerated person on the panel. David Liners of WISDOM 

was also invited. 

Most of the Advisory Committee's work took place during 

the "transition period" (after the election, and before the 
inauguration). Members were asked to submit what were 

the most urgent and important concerns. They highlighted 

what long-term goals should be, what legislative goals 

should be, and what were things the Governor could do on 
his own authority.  After a series of committee conference 

calls, the committee sent a report that went only to the 

Governor — no one is sure which ideas he received. 

There were, though, some very clear themes. One of the 
strongest concerns was to eliminate crimeless revocations 
back to prison. Another issue was to reduce the prison 

population in general. There was a strong push among 

Committee members to end the use of solitary 

confinement, as well as to end the use of "offender," a 

label commonly used in the system. Several members 
emphasized the need to fix the Parole Commission and to 

release more people who have been in prison for many 

years. Many people who work in courtrooms emphasized 
the need for more resources for public defenders, 

prosecutors, and courts so the system can work effectively. 

It has been announced that the Advisory Committee will 

continue to have a role, even after the new Governor and 

Secretary of Corrections are in place. There have been no 
details about that as yet.  

For more information, contact Stephanie Richardson at via 

the church office.  

 

Tap Roots will meet on Monday, March 25 at 7:00 pm at 
The Silver Spur, 13275 W Watertown Plank Rd., Elm 

Grove. This convivial drop in affinity group is for anyone, 

member and non-member alike, who likes dialog, not 
debate, over deeper philosophical, ethical and theological 
issues. Jim Gerber will host. RSVP's unnecessary but 

appreciated to via the church office.  
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On Tuesday, March 26, more than 1,000 WISDOM leaders 

and friends from all parts of Wisconsin will gather at the 

Capitol to advocate for “The Beloved Community,” 
focusing on racial inclusion, reconciliation, and living for 
the seventh generation.  

We will gather at the Madison Masonic Center for morning 
events, including strategy sessions for the meetings with 

legislators. Specific issues to be discussed are the need for 
criminal justice reform, increases to public transit, driver’s 
cards for those without documentation, and more. After 

lunch, we will proceed to the Capitol to visit legislators. A 

bus will pick people up at the Goerkes Corners Park & Ride 

at 7:00 am, then proceed to the Nagawaukee Park & Ride 

on HWY 83 (registration required). 

The cost of the day’s event is $25 for materials and lunch 
and $10 for those taking the bus. For event information 

and to register, go to http://tinyurl.com/y2s74n3u For 
more information, contact Tom Moore via the church 

office. 

 

The Common Ground community organization that UUCW 

is a member of has created a new task force on Racial 
Justice to continue the work it started last summer around 

possible racial profiling by law enforcement in Waukesha 

County. As they gathered stories from white, black, and 

brown members of Common Ground about their 
encounters with law enforcement, it became clear that 
racial profiling is not only a concern in Waukesha County 

but in the Milwaukee County suburbs as well. This new 
task force will continue to gather stories, probably by 
monitoring the municipal traffic courts in Milwaukee area 
suburbs, to determine the patterns and decide on a 

strategy for creating change. 

Because UUCW members come from many communities in 
the Milwaukee and Waukesha County suburbs, helping 

with this municipal court monitoring could be a very 
concrete way we can help right this injustice. Ann 

Heidkamp of UUCW will attend the first meeting of the 

Task Force in late February. If you are interested in finding 
out more about this task force or the court monitoring, 
please let Ann know via the church office. Watch the 

mem2mem listserv and Sunday announcements for more 
information. 

 

The Planet Earth II Series explores the unique 
characteristics of Earth’s most iconic habitats and the 

extraordinary ways animals survive within them. New 
technology has allowed stories to be captured in an 

unparalleled level of detail. Join us for the next potluck 
and viewing of one 50-minute episode of Planet Earth II: 

Episode 5: “Grasslands” 

with Potluck and Fellowship 

Friday, March 29 – 6:30 pm 

Grasslands cover one quarter of all land and support the 
vast gatherings of wildlife. But to survive here animals 
must endure the most hostile seasonal changes on the 

planet. From Asia’s bizarre–looking Saiga antelope to the 

giant ant eaters of Brazil, grassland animals have adapted 

in extraordinary ways to cope with these extremes. In the 
flooded Okavango, lions take on formidable buffalo in epic 

battles, on the savannah bee-eaters take advantage of 
elephants to help catch insects and, on the freezing 

northern tundra, caribou embark on great migrations 
shadowed by hungry Arctic wolves.  

For more information, contact Almuth Soffee via the 

church office.   

 

 

 

Every month the UU churches of Milwaukee provide a meal 
to over 100 homeless at the Guest House, a shelter for men 

in downtown Milwaukee. 

Our next turn will be Saturday, March 16. We need 
volunteers to provide food or soda and servers and adult 
assistants to help with transportation and serving. Sign up 
at the Social Action table on Sunday, March 3 after the 

service or contact Eileen Gleeson via the church office if 
you can help. Please note: Children are generally welcome 

to help serve, but please consult with us before signing 
them up. 

For those of you who like to plan ahead, our remaining 

Guest House dates this year are May 18, July 20, 
September 21 and November 16. 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/y2s74n3u
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UUCW’s Young Religious Unitarian Universalist Group is 

hosting the “WisCONsin 2019 Spring Youth Convention” 

March 8 – 10 here at Unitarian Universalist Church West, 
where over 100 UU youth from the Wisconsin/Illinois 
region will stay over from Friday to Sunday morning.  

Youth conferences are a great way for UU youth across the 
Midwest gather for fun and faith while providing 

leadership learning opportunities for our youth conference 
planners too. Proceeds from Youth Conference go to help 
our youth visit Boston! 

We need food donations, crockpot drop-offs, and some 

volunteers on March 8! Please sign up at 

http://tinyurl.com/UUCWCON 

YRUU thanks you for your continued support. 

For more ways you can help our youth, please contact Jim 
Weitzer, YRUU Advisor, via the church office.  

 

In preparation for April’s theme of Wholeness, we have 
partnered with Drag Queen Story Hour to host an event the 

whole community is invited to on Sunday, April 7 at     
1:00 pm. This public, all ages, family event will include 

stories and songs that promote service-learning, diversity, 
education, and creativity. Snacks and refreshments will be 

provided! 

Drag Queen Story Hour (DQSH) is just what it sounds like—

drag queens reading stories to children in libraries, 
schools, bookstores and our church. DQSH captures the 
imagination and play of the gender fluidity of childhood 

and gives kids glamorous, positive, and unabashedly 
queer role models. In spaces like this, kids are able to see 
people who defy rigid gender restrictions and imagine a 

world where people can present as they wish, where dress 

up is real.  

SAVE THE DATE and join Rev. Suzelle and Kimberlee 
after service for Drag Queen Story Hour on April 7! 

UUCW is a Welcoming Congregation, which means we 
make an ongoing commitment to strive for creating a faith 

community that actively embraces people of all sexual 

orientations and gender identities. For more information, 
contact Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson, Intern Minister, via 
the church office. 

 

In commemoration of the 54th anniversary of the Selma to 

Montgomery marches, the Religious Education council is 
partnering with the Social Action Committee to host a 
screening of the 2014 film “Selma.” 

Gathering will begin at 5:30 pm with films starting at 

6:00 pm. If able, please bring a dish to pass. 

Directed by Ava DuVernay, Selma is a historical drama that 
works to re-tell how an Alabama city became the 

battleground in the fight for suffrage. Despite violent 

opposition, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - played by David 
Oyelowo - and his followers pressed forward on an epic 
march from Selma to Montgomery, and their efforts 

culminated in President Lyndon Johnson signing the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

For more details on this event, please contact Marsha 
Thrall via the church office. 

 

 

Q Youth Club will be meeting on Friday, March 22 for fun 

games and yummy pizza from 6:00 – 9:00 pm in the 
Community Room.  

The next meeting on April 12th, the Q Youth Club 

members have chosen to invite local Drag Queens to join 

them for conversion and dress up! 

Q Youth Group is a social group for LGBTQI+ youth ages 13-
18 in the Western Milwaukee suburbs. Q youth group 
provides facilitated support and social opportunities for 

youth and their families. The goal of Q Youth group is to 
create a safe space where you can hang out with other 
LGBTQI teens and meet some new people in a safe and 
respectful environment! Q Youth group is open to the 

public and free! If you are looking to meet new friends, this 

might be the opportunity you’re looking for! 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact Kimberlee Tomzak Carlson, Intern Minister, via the 
church office or check us out on the Q Youth Club on 

Facebook. 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/UUCWCON
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The next meeting for the Wisdom and Whimsy group, an 

Affinity group for members and friends at least age 50, is 

Wednesday, March 13. Our fun and inspirational group 
begins at 11:30 am with shared fellowship with your 
provided bag lunch. Tea, coffee, and cookies will be 
provided. Then, if the group wishes, attendees may 

participate in an optional guided and brief session of chair 

Pilates. 

The focus for the March meeting is a discussion with our 

very capable Intern Minister Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson 

who will answer questions asked by the group. This is a 
great time to get to know Kimberlee better and to ask for 
her special input! One question of ongoing concern by our 

very thoughtful group is “How to keep a positive attitude 
in this time of societal bickering and unrest.” 

Please come join this lively and wise group of mature 
people to add thoughtful spice to your day! 

If there are questions or you need a ride, call Charlene 
Carter via the church office. 

 

DUUversity Theatre Group is open to everyone who enjoys 

theatre and an interesting discussion. Buy your own tickets 
but contact Kristin Fewel via the church office to RSVP for 

dinner reservations, to carpool, or for more information. 
We will see the play then discuss it over dinner at a nearby 
restaurant. The March performance is: 

Strange Snow 

Sunday, March 3, 2:00 pm 
Studio Theatre- Broadway Theater Center, 

158 N. Broadway, Milwaukee 
414-291-7800   www.r-t-w.com 
 

Although two soldiers survive the Vietnam War the 

emotional fallout lingers long after the war is over.  

For a complete 2018-19 performance schedule, look for 
the program flyer in the church foyer or go to 
www.uucw.org 

 

 

Saturday, March 16 at 9:30 am 
Judi Traband will show her collection of antique quilts, 

and the group will begin an inventory of the resources 
stored at UUCW. 

Saturday, March 30 at 9:30 am 
At this “quilting bee” meeting the group will help lay out 

and assemble quilt layers to get them ready for quilting.  
The group may also begin a hand quilting project. 

PieceMakers is an affinity group for people interested in 

sewing and quilting. All ages and levels of sewers and 

quilters are welcome, from beginners to experts. The 

group usually meets on the third Saturday of the month at 

9:30 am to enjoy fellowship and learn from and be inspired 
by other members. One of the goals of the group is to 

ensure that a love for sewing and quilting is passed on 

through the UUCW generations. 

Activities include demos by group members, outings to 
quilting related events, and sharing ideas and projects.  In 
addition to personal projects, members make quilts for the 

benefit of UUCW and charity quilts which serve as an 

outreach between UUCW and the community. 

For more information contact Carolyn Lawrence, via the 

church office.   

 

Great Books is discussing Leonardo Da Vinci by Walter 
Isaacson on Monday, March 11 at 10:00 am. In his 
biography, Isaacson connects Leonardo’s art to his science 
and shows how his genius was based on curiosity, careful 

observation, and imagination. 

Great Books will be discussing An American Marriage by 

Tayari Jones on April 8.  

If you have any questions, please contact co-facilitator 

Joyce Prewitt or Kit Hansen via the church office. 

  

 

 

 

 

Article Key: 

Church Life            Fellowship & Learning        Living Our Values 

http://www.uucw.org/
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The Women's Book Group has chosen Modern Lovers, by 
Emma Straub, for the March book discussion. Former 

college band-mates start families and businesses and deal 
with their maturing children as they confront their own 

aging. Please join us Wednesday, March 13 at 7:00 pm. 
All adults are welcome. Questions? Contact Kathy Schwei 

or Marilyn Swanson via the church office. 

 
 

Our Song Circle gathering will lift your spirits as we 

celebrate the coming of spring. Singing is good for your 
brain, and it's a fun social time, too!  

We enjoy using our copies of the book Rise Up Singing, 
along with our two UU hymnals, to give us ideas for songs 

to share together. This is not a concert and no instruments 
are required! Easy to learn songs will include classic songs 

of peace, nature, social justice, hymns and rounds. This 
adult Song Circle is open to the public, so bring your 

friends, too! Please bring a snack to share (optional), 

and/or your water bottle. Hot tea will be available. Contact 

Sarah Stokes via the church office with any questions. 
Hope to see you there!  

 

 

By popular demand the Sunday, March 17 Donation 

Rotation will be ENTERTAINMENT! Movies, music, CDs, 
records, tapes, VCRs, and DVDs. It seems everyone has a 
dust covered collection of one of these items. Remember: 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

Earth Ministry committee invites you to bring your 
entertainment items to first or second service. Tables in 
the Community Room await your donations. Feel free to 

browse and everything is free.  

Looking ahead, the next Donation Rotation on Sunday, 
April 14 offers Home Decoration Accessories: picture 

frames, artwork, vases, linens, bedding. 

For more information, contact Helen Klimowicz via the 

church office.  

 

“Studies ... indicate that meditation reduced 

levels of stress hormones, boasted the immune 

system, made office workers more focused and 

Improved test scores....” 

— Dan Harris, author of Meditation for Fidgety 

Skeptics: A 10% Happier How-To Book 

Morning Meditation Group meets:  

Every Wednesday - 10:00 to 11:00 am 

Evening Meditation Group meets: 
Every Tuesday - 5:30 to 6:30 pm 

We do not advocate a particular type of meditation 
style but typically it is a 20 - 45 minute silent period 
either sitting on the floor or in a chair, your choice. We 

start promptly but permit late entry. Afterwards we join 

in fellowship and informal Dharma talk. We look 

forward to sitting with you. 

For more info, contact Helen Klimowicz via the church 

office.   

 

 

Join us for an evening of peaceful meditation 
accompanied by the resonant songs of Kristie Vosburg, 
Russell Anderson, and Sarah Frey, performing as a 

handpan ensemble, on Saturday, April 6 at 7 - 8:00 pm.  

The handpan trio will play a variety of meditative pieces in 

a continuously flowing session (there will be no talking 
between pieces). The ensemble will play duets, trios, and 
solos.  

The handpan is a steel pan played with the hands 

consisting of two metal half-shells glued together. 
Sounding similar to a harp, its music is very soothing and 
relaxing and goes well with meditation. Before the start of 

the meditation session, there will be a brief introduction to 

the handpan instruments. 

For meditation, participants are encouraged to sit, lay on 
the floor, or even stand — whichever is most comfortable. 

If you feel you would like to move around or dance softly, 

this is okay too! No meditation experience is necessary. 
Please bring your own cushion, mat, blanket, pillow, or 
whatever you need to be completely comfortable. 

Free will offerings accepted. For more information, contact 

Sarah Frey via the church office. 
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On Saturday, March 23, at 7:00 pm, Unitarian Universalist 
Church West will host a moving musical performance with 
violist Dayvin Hallmon and his associates. Multimedia will 
accompany the music. The performance is, in part, a 
response to the Justice for Victims of Lynching Act which 
was recently passed by the U.S. Senate. Congress has 
made many attempts to pass such a bill for over a 
century. More than 4,700 people were lynched in the U.S. 
from 1882 to 1968, and lynchings continue to this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Hallmon is a seasoned musician, currently developing 
the Milwaukee Urban Music School, Milwaukee El 
Sistema, and Milwaukee Black String Triage Ensemble. 
The Urban Music School and El Sistema will help young 
people in the Milwaukee area have access to musical 
instruments and music lessons as a means of combating 
emotional trauma in violent and impoverished 
circumstances, and the Black String Triage Ensemble is a 
group of violin, viola, cello, and upright/double bass 
players from the city and county of Milwaukee that uses 
music as a healing force for the soul against violence in 
Black Communities. Watch for ticket information soon! 

For more information, contact Jennifer Nicolosi, Lead 
Music Director, via the church office. 
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