
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  Dear UU Church West Members and Friends,   

Butterflies are our symbol for this year at UUCW!  Butterflies know how to transform – from egg to 

caterpillar, caterpillar to chrysalis, and from chrysalis to magical winged beings.     

We’re all transforming from one stage to another - and our UUCW community is, too. While we had hoped 

to be fully free to fly into the new church year unencumbered by COVID-19 – we now know that the 

pandemic continues with the spread of the Delta variant...     

But we do not need to go back into the cocoon.  UUCW people are resilient and creative people!    

We invite you to join in our OUTDOOR worship experiences this Fall, beginning Sunday, September 

12 at 10 am.   We are gathering in person, masked and outdoors, to bring our waters together (Water 

Communion) and to bless each other with our presence.  

YES – our livestreamed services will continue – but one thing we know about butterflies is they need 
water!  And just like us, they need community to make it through the migration season.   

If you, like us, were looking forward to gathering in the sanctuary together this Fall, this news of outdoor 

worship may be disappointing.  Yet, how marvelous that we can be together.     

• We can see our friends, hear great music, and enjoy the beauty of UUCW worship from under a 

shaded canopy.    

• We can pour the waters of our summer into our common bowl – symbolizing how we touch one 

another’s lives.    

• We can get water blessings from our ministers and meet Rev. Denise who is still new to our 
community, and looking forward to meeting YOU.     

There is so much we CAN do as we continue protect one another following advice from UUA and our 

Re-Opening COVID-19 Task Force (ROC-19).    

We will continue to monitor the COVID risk levels and as soon as we are out of the high-risk categories, 
we will meet in our sanctuary for worship. Meanwhile, there are many exciting ways to transform 

ourselves and our community as we grow and change together.    

Welcome to the UUCW 2021-22 church year - we hope to see you soon!   

Warmly,  

 

Rev. Suzelle    Rev. Denise    Lisa Larson, UUCW President   

P.S. Be sure to read this packet carefully – we look forward to gathering with you! 
 

September 2021  

Welcome to the 2021- 22 Church Year! 
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Upcoming Worship Schedule  
Join us for online worship www.uucw.org/livestream 

Join us in-person, outdoors – details in “Reopening Plans for Worship” on Page 3 
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 — 10 am  

"Coming Out of the Chrysalis -  Ingathering Sunday and Water Communion" 

The Revs. Suzelle Lynch & Denise Cawley and Dave Cicero,                   

Director of Lifespan Religious Education                                                     

Like a butterfly, UUCW is emerging from the chrysalis into a month of Embracing 

Possibility. Let’s get inspired to flex our community’s wings and fly together! 

Kaleidoscope Worship Band plays for livestream service; Water Communion 

ceremony, refreshments and swag available at in-person, outdoor worship 

experience!  (See page 3, “Reopening Plans for Worship - Fall 2021”) 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2020 — 10 am 

"The Blessings of Animals" 
Rev. Denise Cawley, Assistant Minister of Pastoral Care 

The COVID-19 pandemic has given us many reasons to appreciate animals both as 
companions and as collaborators in our environment. We will both be blessing 

animals who do/have enriched our lives in this service, we will also be looking at the 
important ways animals enhance our environment, medicine, and even nutrition. 

Explore with us the interdependent web of life.   Please bring your pet (leashed or in 
a carrier) – or a photo of your pet – to the outdoor worship experience at 10 am and 

Rev. Denise will give personal blessings and prayers for these pets.   
    

Sunday, September 26, 2021 — 10 am 
"Possibilities in Limitations" -- Rev. Suzelle Lynch  

Brokenness.  Limitations.  Part of being human means that we all have these.  Our 
culture, however, teaches us to feel bad about the ways we are less than perfect – and 

some of us were shamed by our families for not “measuring up.”  But today we’ll find 

the beauty in imperfection and the possibilities in limitations.  Join us!   Note from 
Rev. Suzelle:  Today is my birthday – please join us for the outdoor worship 

experience at 10 am for a special treat…! 
 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 — 10 am 

"How to Make a Friend (Who’s Very Different from You)" 

Rev. Suzelle Lynch  

Years ago, it was common for white Unitarian Universalists to ask, “Why isn’t our 

church more DIVERSE?” meaning racially diverse, of course.   The answer I often gave 

was, “If those ‘diverse’ people are not in your life beyond church, they won’t be in your 

life within the church, either.”  Today, my answer has shifted a lot, but so have all our 
lives in the aftermath of the murder of George Floyd, and our greater awareness of the 

prevalence of white supremacy culture. Our October Soul Matters Theme is 

“Cultivating Relationships,” so let’s go!   

 

13001 West North Avenue 
Brookfield WI 53005-5219 

 

Phone: 262-782-3535 
Fax: 262-923-3100 

E-Mail: uucw@uucw.org  
Web Site: http://uucw.org  

 

Minister 
The Rev. Suzelle Lynch 

rev.lynch@uucw.org 
 

Assistant Minister 
of Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Denise Cawley 
rev.cawley@uucw.org 

 
 

Church Administrator 
Vicki Banville 

vickib@uucw.org 
 

Director of Lifespan 
 Religious Education 

David Cicero 
davec@uucw.org 

 

Publications Coordinator 
Kelly Bognar 

kellyb@uucw.org 
 

Lead Music Director 
Jennifer Nicolosi 

jennifern@uucw.org 
 

Music Director 
Ruben Piirainen 

rubenp@uucw.org 
 

Board of Trustees 
2021 – 2021 

board@uucw.org 
 

Lisa Larson, President 
Colleen Gresk, Secretary 

Leslie Peterson, Treasurer 
Pam Beattie 
Ahmad Perry 
Greg Kohnert 

Stephanie Wahlen 
Scott Kopischke 

Laurie Boddie 
Chris Zamzow 

http://www.uucw.org/livestream
mailto:uucw@uucw.org
http://uucw.org/
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1. As we reopen, we will follow and hold close our 
Unitarian Universalist values. Making a safer, more 
inclusive community for all our people – including 

members, staff, newcomers, children, building renters 
and guests -- is our top priority.  We also covenant 
to make room for the trauma and pain of the 
pandemic that lives in us. We will respect that not all of 

us can yet be vaccinated, especially children, and that 

vaccines work less effectively for those of us who are 
immunocompromised. We covenant to keep a sense of 
humor as UUCW reopens, and to follow guidelines 

regarding masking, singing and cleaning to help 
keep our beloved community strong and welcoming.    

2. The Unitarian Universalist Assn encourages us 
to: Root our decisions in the values of inclusion and 
consent; follow the science, go slow and be flexible, 

and be humane and realistic with expectations of 
ourselves and others. 

See https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-
guidance     

3. Mask-wearing protects others around us, including 
children not yet vaccine-eligible and adults whose 
vaccination status is affected by medical conditions.  

Wearing a mask at church can create a more 

welcoming, comfortable environment for all.   

4. Group leaders must practice being respectful of 

members’ privacy around vaccination issues.  Avoid 
statements such as “We’re all vaccinated 
here” or asking if folks are vaccinated, and make it 

possible for group members to privately 

express safety concerns and meeting 
location preferences  (in-person or online).  We 
also must remember that most UUCW groups and 
activities are open to newcomers, and work to 

welcome and include them.   

5. Terminology: “Multi-Platform” not “Hybrid” 

Because the word “hybrid” has been used in a 

derogatory way towards transgender and multi-racial 

people, please use the term “multi-platform” for 
meetings held online and in-person simultaneously.   

6. Offering Online and In-Person Meetings 
and Activities   We will strive to ensure that UUCW 
offers equally-attractive in-person and on-

line opportunities for fellowship, growth an learning.  
Governance processes (i.e. Board meetings, 
Congregational meetings) need to be offered via 
whichever modalities are most inclusive.   

7. Phases and Guidelines are Open to Change.  We will 

do our best to keep all UUCW people apprised of 

changes in Re-Opening Phases and Guidelines.   
8. FEEDBACK – To offer feedback on this plan, contact 

Vicki Banville, Church Administrator vickib@uucw.org, 
and Stephanie Wahlen, Chair, ROC-19 Task Force, 
mwahlen1@wi.rr.com   

For detailed outdoor and indoor meeting requirements 

and safety guidelines go to https://bit.ly/UUCWopenplans  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Reopening Plans for Worship  Fall 2021 

Beginning Ingathering Sunday, September 12 we 

will gather together IN-PERSON, OUTDOORS at 10 am 

near UUCW’s West Entry and watch the livestream 

service together on a big TV.   

• There will be a “social hour” after worship with 
beverages and snacks.   

• Outdoor worship-viewing experiences will continue 

as long as COVID levels are high, but will be 
cancelled if weather is inclement on a particular 
Sunday. 

• Livestream worship will always be available at 10 

am  www.uucw.org/livestream 

 

GUIDELINES AND FEATURES of IN-PERSON, 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

1. Masks are required for everyone over the age of 

two.  

2. Restrooms will be available!  
3. Outdoor Activities for children age six and 

up (9/12) and outdoor Religious Education (9/19) 

begins after the Worship for All Ages segment of the 

service.  
4. Activities & snacks for all during social hour.  

 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  

A. Please join us on Sundays… It’s just not church 
without you, and we are longing to see you.  

B. Bring your own folding chair. We will have some 
seating available, but you can help make comfort 
for everyone by bringing your own!  

C. Hot day? Bring an umbrella to shade 
yourself.  We always have some shade from trees 
and canopies, but we want YOU to be comfy.  

D. VOLUNTEER to help greet, usher, and serve. We 

are seeking COVID-vaccinated volunteers to help 

each Sunday!  
Go to https://bit.ly/uuoutdoorhelp to learn more 
about the jobs and sign up! 

 
 

https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-guidance
https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-guidance
mailto:vickib@uucw.org
mailto:mwahlen1@wi.rr.com
https://bit.ly/UUCWopenplans
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.uucw.org/livestream
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At its meeting on August 26, the UUCW Board reviewed its 
2020 goals, and crafted new ones to guide the work of the 
church as we enter the new “program year” (September 

2021 to June 2022). The goals below represent both 
current projects and longer-term aspirations. Email 

board@uucw.org with your questions, suggestions or 

comments about the goals. 

New goal #1: The continuation of our work to dismantle 

white supremacy culture and other linked oppressions.  

New Goal #2: Mindful of the health and spiritual well-

being of our members, continue building community as we 

move through the pandemic and transition to multi-
platform service.  

New Goal #3: Develop and begin to implement a long-

term financial viability plan for UUCW.  

 

 
Lay Pastoral Care Team = Caring Listening If you have 

stress, worries or trauma in your life, you may benefit 

from the trained listening of our Lay Pastoral Care Team 

(LPCT). Referral to therapists, counselors and support 

groups are available, too.   Contact Rev. Denise Cawley 

to access the LPCT or if you want to talk to Rev D about 

how your faith impacts traumatic events and decisions 

you may be grappling with. rev.cawley@uucw.org or 

text her at 414-412-9990.   

CommUUnity Connections = Helping Hands – Do you 

need a ride to a doctor’s appointment or need meals 

because of a temporary health situation?  Need help 

with Zoom, or figuring out where the UUCW E-News 

email goes in your in-box?  CommUUnity Connections 

can help with these or other tangible needs.   

Each month a CommUUnity Connections coordinator 

can connect you to a network of support.  Contact:  
September – Nora Vrakas -- 262-366-5359 or 

noravrakas@gmail.com  
 

October – Sarah Harris -- 414-708-4784 or 
cicely5399@att.net 

 

 
 

 
In early 2021, the UUCW Board of Trustees created the 
UUCW Anti-Racism Transformation Team, charged to 
assess UUCW’s congregational practices and structures for 
structural racism and white supremacy culture and 

provide recommendations to the Board to support the 
motions passed by the congregation on 10/25/2020.   

Motion #1: UUCW supports the addition of an 8th Principle 
to the current UUA Principles calling for “Journeying 

toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse 

multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that 

accountably dismantle racism and other oppressions in 

ourselves and our institutions.”    

Motion #2: UUCW will continue the commitment we made 
in Jan. 2016 to support Black Lives Matter by engaging in 

an on-going examination and dismantling of white 

supremacy culture within our congregation with the goal 

of becoming a more inclusive and welcoming 
congregation.   

For additional info, contact Jeanne Jarecki: 

ricknjeanne@outlook.com or 414-628-2565 

 

 
Split the Plate is one of UUCW’s programs of outreach and 
generosity. Each month we give half of all undesignated 
offering monies to a non-profit organization as a way to 
help us live our Unitarian Universalist values and serve our 

community.  Upcoming Split the Plate Partners: 

September -- MICAH, Milwaukee Innercity Congregations 
Allied for Hope 
October -- Peace Learning Center of Milwaukee 

November -- SOPHIA, Stewards of Prophetic Hopeful 

Intentional Action 

 
To support these organizations during their featured 
month, go to www.uucw.org and select the “Donate” tab 

and select “Split the Plate” from the menu provided or 
mail donations to UUCW/Split the Plate, 13001 W. North 
Ave. Brookfield, WI 53005. Contact Kathy Herrewig, STP 
Chair, 414-358-0098 or kathy.herrewig@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:board@uucw.org
mailto:rev.cawley@uucw.org
mailto:noravrakas@gmail.com
mailto:noravrakas@gmail.com
mailto:cicely5399@att.net
mailto:ricknjeanne@outlook.com
http://www.uucw.org/
mailto:kathy.herrewig@gmail.com


Page 5 

 

September 2021 

 

 

 
UUCW Affinity Groups connect people who have similar 

interests. They are always open to new participants and 
meet regularly – either on zoom or in-person. 

The Wednesday Book Discussion Group meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month to discuss books chosen 

by the group at its December meeting. Books can be 

fiction or non-fiction, contemporary or old. All adults are 
welcome to attend. The group is currently meeting on 
zoom.  Contact Kathy Schwei 414-810-0990, 

kathyschwei@yahoo.com  to find out more or get the 

meeting link. 

The Great Books Discussion Group reads a broad range 
of fiction and non-fiction based on the interests of the 
group’s members. Everyone is welcome and people come 

when they are available and interested in the book being 
discussed. The group is currently meeting in-person at 

church. For more info, contact Kit Hansen at 4141-771-54-
82 or kbhansenapple@sbcglobal.net    

Gen UU is an inclusive group of young adults (18-35) 

coming together for socializing and camaraderie. They 
value fun and good fellowship! Families and their kids are 

always welcome. To learn about their next social 

gathering, contact Derek Smith 

derekdanielsmith@gmail.com  

The PieceMakers Quilting Group is for people interested 
in sewing and quilting. All ages and levels of skill are 
welcome, from beginners to experts. Members enjoy 
fellowship and learn from and are inspired by other 

members. Members have been meeting in-person 
outdoors on the third Saturday of the month. Contact 
Carolyn Lawrence lawrencg@sbcglobal.net or 414-353-
2601 for more information.  

The Meditation Group meets outdoors at Dennis Wanless’ 

home, 2481 N 117th St, Wauwatosa every Wednesday at 10 
am (weather permitting). Please bring your own chair for 

this 45-minute silent meditation. For more information, 

contact Dennis Wanless 414-630-6939 or 
dennis@steinwayofmilwaukee.com  

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets for morning 
conversation on current events, religious philosophy, good 
movies, and more. All adults who identify as male or who  

 

 

 

currently use he/him pronouns are welcome. The group 

meets in person at Panera Bread, 2095 N Calhoun Rd. in 
Brookfield on the second Tuesday of the month 

alternating with an online meeting on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month. All meetings are held at 8 am. For more 

information, contact Jerry Kashmerick at 262-527-3474 or 
jpkashmerick@mac.com  

 

 
 

Chili Cook-Off  – Saturday, October 9, 2021 from 4-

6pm.  Come to UUCW’s back yard and taste up to 15 
different kinds of chili at the UUCW Chili Cook-

Off.  Have fun, socialize, bring the whole family and 

support the church.  Look for the bake sale, 

too!   (Rain Date – 10/16) 

Trunk or Treat Halloween Celebration 

– Sunday, October 31, 2021 – time TBD.  Join us in 
costume with your children as we enjoy Halloween 

outdoors at UUCW with our friends from First 

Unitarian Society of Milwaukee.  Watch for all the 

details in the E-News! 

Scrap Metal Drive – Saturday, November 6, 2021 – 

time TBD.  Bring your scrap metal to UUCW and keep 

it out of landfills while earning a little cash for the 
church!  NOTE:  We may add textile recycling and 

plastic film recycling  components to this Drive – stay 

tuned to the weekly E-News for all the latest 

information. 

Change for Change Sunday, November 21, 2021 – 10 

am.  Do you have a penny jar?  How about a dish full 

of coins on your dresser or kitchen counter?  Bring 

your change to church for today’s gratitude-themed 

worship service – to support UUCW in these rapidly-

changing times.   

“Opening to Joy” Our Holiday Music Service - 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 – 10 am.  You won’t want 

to miss this annual service of music and beauty.  Mark 

your calendar for a time to drink in the holiday spirit! 

 

mailto:kathyschwei@yahoo.com
mailto:kbhansenapple@sbcglobal.net
mailto:derekdanielsmith@gmail.com
mailto:lawrencg@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dennis@steinwayofmilwaukee.com
mailto:jpkashmerick@mac.com
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13001 West North Avenue 

Brookfield WI 53005-5219 

 

Join us for online worship 

www.uucw.org/livestream 

 
 

 
 

Register NOW to be sure of receiving updates!  

1. In-person Religious Education, beginning Sept. 19, will 
take place outdoors concurrent with group viewing of 

livestream worship as weather permits. Class 
composition by ages/grades will depend on how many 
are registered/present each week.  

2. YRUU high school youth group will meet, beginning 

Sept. 19, during outdoor “Sunday Social Hours” when 

3 or more interested youth are present. Pre-registering 

assures you of receiving updates, etc. In advance.  

3. Online RE for grades K-5 will take place, beginning 

Sept. 26, on both the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 

month from 9-9:45am. Pre-registration is necessary to 

receive the Zoom link.  

4. Sunday Morning Nursery care will not be available 

until indoor Sunday Worship resumes. Babies and 

toddlers are welcome at in-person outdoor group 
viewing of livestream worship.   

Register children/youth at https://bit.ly/UUCW21RE 
If you have questions or need assistance registering , 

contact Dave Cicero, DLRE 262-782-3535 or 

davec@uucw.org   
 

 

The themes we will follow this year focus on our 
relationship with our times and on some of the central work 
and spiritual practices we need during this period of change, 
challenge, crisis and opportunity. Here’s the themes, 
month-by month: 
 

September:  Embracing Possibility  
October:  Cultivating Relationship  

November:  Holding History  
December:  Opening to Joy  

January:  Living with Intention  
February:  Widening the Circle  

March:  Renewing Faith   
April: Awakening  

May:  Nurturing Beauty  
June:  Celebrating Blessings  

 

 
 

    

UUCW Common Read: “Widening the 

Circle...” – Read and explore the findings of the UUA 

Commission on Institutional Change regarding systemic 

racism and white supremacy culture within Unitarian 

Universalism. Dates/times TBD.   
Start reading or listening to “Widening the 
Circle” now for free at 
https://www.uua.org/book/export/html/43821  

  

“Where Do We Come From?” – Five-session 

class exploring the stories of how and why some influential 

Unitarians/Universalists came to their “destination” from 

other faith traditions. To be held every 2 weeks October-

December.  

UUCW Soul Circles – Engage with our monthly Soul 

Matters themes via a spiritual exercise and question/s. 
Share your thoughts with an ongoing small group.  

For more info or to register for any of the above, contact 
Dave Cicero davec@uucw.org   

 UU Wellspring – Celebrate the depth & breadth of our 

rich religious tradition. Participants commit to daily 
spiritual practice, reflecting on resources, Tues. 

evening small-group sessions, individual work with a 

spiritual director, and living out UU values in the world. To 

register, contact Patricia D’Auria ptrishms@gmail.com   

Women Writers’ Circle – Give voice to written words 

and honor them and those of other women. Poetry, 

journal, fiction, and memoir writers – beginners or 
experienced – are welcome. To register, contact Helen 

Ambuel hambuel@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uucw.org/livestream
https://bit.ly/UUCW21RE
mailto:davec@uucw.org
https://www.uua.org/book/export/html/43821
mailto:davec@uucw.org
mailto:ptrishms@gmail.com
mailto:hambuel@gmail.com

